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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

January  30th,  1874. 
Read  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  order, 

MILTON  Y.  KIDD, 
Chief  Clerk. 

TESTIMONY 
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CONTESTED  ELECTION 


OF 


BROOKE  VS.  "WlDDICOMBE, 


OF 


PRINCE  GEORGE'S  COUNTY,  MD. 


ANNAPOLIS: 

S.  S.  Mills  &  L.  F.  Colton,  Printers  to  the  House  of  Delegates. 

1874. 


DEPOSITIONS. 


HENRY  BBOOKE  AGAINST  ROBERT  S.  WIDDICOMBE, 

BEFORE  THE 

nOCSE  OP  DELEGATES  OP  THE  STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 


Depositions  taken  before  me,  James  Harris,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  and  for  Prince  George 's 
County : 

Be  it  remembered,  and  I  hereby  certify,  that  Henry  Brooke 
above  named  filed  with  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  as  afore- 
said, a  notice  and  return  marked  Contestant's  Exhibit  A., 
which  I  herewith  return  as  a  part  of  this  Record,  vide 
Exhibit  "A." 

And  be  it  further  remembered,  that  said  Henry  Brooke 
applied  to  me,  James  Harris,  a  Justice  as  aforesaid,  to  take 
testimony  in  the  above  entitled  case,  and  I  thereupon  issued 
the  following  notices,  to  wit: — (vide  notices  marked  Exhibits 
B.  and  C.) — which  said  notices,  with  returns,  affidavit  of  ser- 
vice and  certificate  endorsed  thereon,  I  herewith  return  as 
part  of  this  record,  marked  Exhibit  B.  and  C. 

[l.  s.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the   Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland  in  and  for 
Prince  George's  County. 

EXHIBIT  "A." 

To  Robert  S.  Widdicombe,  Esq.  : 

Sir — Notice  is  hereby  given  that  it  is  my  intention  to  con- 
test your  election  for  the  Clerkship  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Prince  George's  County,  Maryland.  I  shall  proceed  to  take 
testimony  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  hereafter  be  desig- 
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nated  and  agreed  upon  by  James  Harris,  a  Justice  of  the 

Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland  in  and  for  Prince  George's 

County. 

HENBY   BEOOKE. 

Dated  this  1st  day  of  December,  1873. 

Upper  Marlboro',  Prince  George's  County,  Md.,  ) 

December  3,  1873.       ] 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  did,  on  the  2d  day  of  December, 
1873,  serve  upon  Eobert  S.  Widdicombe  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going and  annexed  notice  by  leaving  the  same  at  his  usual 
residence  near  Lanham's  Postoffice,  Prince  George's  County, 
Maryland,  and  that  the  said  Eobert  S.  Widdicombe  was  absent 
at  the  time,  but  has  this  day  acknowledged  to  me  that  he 
received  said  notice. 

H.  WALLIS,  Sheriff. 

Filed  with  me,  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 

[l.  s.]  JAMES  HAEEIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

EXHIBIT  l(B." 

To  Eobert  S.  Widdicombe: 

Sir — You  are  hereby  notified  that  in  accordance  with  Sec- 
tion 52,  of  Article  35,  of  the  Code  of  Public  General  Laws  of 
Maryland,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1865,  chapter  143,  relat- 
ing to  contested  elections,  Henry  Brooke,  who  is  contesting 
your  election  as  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's 
County,  under  the  election  held  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  1873,  in  said  county,  has  applied  to  the  under- 
signed, a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in 
and  for  Prince  George's  County  aforesaid,  for  a  notice  under 
my  hand  and  seal,  to  be  directed  to  you,  notifying  you  that 
he  will  examine  before  me  the  persons  as  witnesses,  who  are 
hereinafter  named,  to  wit : 

Charles  Clagett,  William  B.  Hill,  Eector  Pumphrey,  James 
G.  Wedding,  Charles  H.  Gill,  Thomas  J.  Turner,  Frederick 
Sasscer,  Joseph  K.  Eoberts,  Jr.,  John  W.  Medley,  William 
A.  Jarboe,  Sr.,  George  W.  Eichardson,  John  H.  Bartley, 
Basil  Brown,  Thomas  Clagett,  Charles  C.  Hill,  John  W.  Belt 
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(Oak  Grove),  John  Garmhaw,  Captain  B.  F.  Gwynn,  Jere- 
miah Berry,  Richard  Woolton,  Samuel  Peach,  Richard  Peach, 
James  Mullikin,  William  Edelen,  G.  L.  Baldwin,  Wm.  B. 
Bowie,  James  L.  Brashears,  Washington  Johnston,  Barney 
West,  James  H.  Ritchie,  Jeremiah  Coffen,  Thos.  R.  Brooks, 
John  S.  Ritchie,  Lewis  R.  Sewall,  Judson  F.  Richardson, 
Singleton  Wehter,  Nathan  Masters,  Nicholas  Brookes,  Dr. 
P.  H.  Heiskill,  John  A.  Fraser,  John  W.  Webster,  John  J. 
R.  Steed,  James  A.  Gregory,  James  W.  Richards,  George 
E.  Orme. 

By  the  above  witnesses  he  expects  to  prove — ■ 

First.  That  said  election  was  not  conducted  in  the  manner 
designated  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Maryland. 

Second.  That  owing  to  intimidation  legally  qualified  voters 
were  prevented  from  voting  at*said  election. 

Third.  That  legally  qualified  voters  were  prevented  from 
voting  at  said  election  by  other  causes. 

Fourth.  That  minors  were  allowed  to  vote  at  said  election. 

Fifth.  That;  unpardoned  convicts  were  permitted  to  vote  at 
said  election. 

Sixth.  That  non-residents  of  said  State  and  county  were 
permitted  to  vote  at  said  election. 

Seventh.  That  the  returns  of  said  election  were  not  made 
out,  returned,  and  certified  according  to  the  laws  of  this  State. 

Eighth.  That  through  the  unlawful  interference  of  candi- 
dates and  others  at  said  election,  legally  qualified  voters  were 
deceived  and  prevented  from  voting  for  him  the  said  con- 
testant. 

And  you  are  further  notified  that  the  said  contestant  shall 
offer  in  evidence  certified  copies  and  extracts  from  the  poll  and 
registration  books  of  the  respective  districts  of  said  county. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  notified  to  attend  in  person,  or  by 
attorney,  at  the  Court  House,  in  the  town  of  Upper  Marl- 
borough, on  Monday,  the  22d  day  of  December,  1873,  at  10 
o'clock  A.  M.,to  cross-examine  witnesses,  and  do  such  other 
matters  in  the  premises  as  you  desire. 

And  you  are  further  notified  that  if  such  testimony  cannot 
all  be  taken  on  the  day  named,  the  taking  of  the  same  will 
be  continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  same  is  completed. 
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G-iven  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  9th  day  of  December, 
1873. 

[l.  s.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

1873,  December  10,  I  hereby  certify  that  I  this  day  served 
the  notice  above  upon  Robert  S.  Widdicombe,  by  leaving  a 
copy  of  the  same  with  his  wife,  at  his  usual  residence,  near 
Lanham's  Postoffice,  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  and 
and  that  I  subsequently  met  the  said  Robert  S.  Widdicombe 
in  Washington  City,  D.  C,  and  notified  him  of  the  same  on 
the  same  day. 

H.    WALLIS,  Sheriff. 

EXHIBIT  "C." 

To  Robert  S.  Widdicombe  : 

Sir — You  are  hereby  notified,  that  in  accordance  with  Sec- 
tion 52  of  Art.  35  of  the  Code  of  Public  General  Laws  of  Mary- 
land, as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1865,  chapter  143,  relating  to 
contested  elections,  Henry  Brooke,  who  is  contesting  your  elec- 
tion as  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County, 
under  the  election  held  on  the  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  1873,  in  said  County,  has  applied  to  the  undersigned,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  and  for  Prince 
George's  County  aforesaid,  for  a  notice  under  my  hand  and 
seal,  to  be  directed  to  you,  notifying  you  that  he  will  examine 
before  me  the  persons  as  witnesses  who  are  hereinafter  named, 
to  wit : 

A.  T.  Brooke,  John  M.  Roberts,  L.  0.  Hodges,  James  H. 
Ritchie,  Upton  Hodges, "John  W.  Belt,  George  W.  Wilson,  Jr., 
William  H.  Harper,  Staley  N.  Magruder,  Richard  H.  Sasscer, 
John  B.  Brooke,  Robert  Clarke,  J.  R.  H.  Deakins,  Benjamin 
F.  Guy,  Edward  Ryan,  James  Shreeve,  Thomas  J.  Frazier, 
John  L.  Gray,  John  H.  S.  Sasscer,  Patrick  Fleming,  John 
Price,  William  J.  Hill,  Joseph  L.  Jarboe,  C.  C.  Magruder, 
Jr.,  William  A.  Jarboe,  Jr.,  Robert  V.  Pumphrey,  Enos  J. 
Pumphrey,  Robert  H.  Pumphrey. 

By  the  above  witnesses  he  expects  to  prove — 

First.  That  the  said  election  was  not  conducted  in  the  man- 
ner designated  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  Maryland. 
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Second.  That  owing  to  intimidation,  legally  qualified  voters 
were  prevented  from  voting- at  said  election. 

Third.  That  legally  qualified  voters  were  prevented  from 
voting  at  said  election  by  other  causes. 

Fourth.  That  minors  were  allowed  to  vote  at  said  election. 

Fifth.  That  unpardoned  convicts  were  permitted  to  vote  at 
said  election. 

Sixth.  That  non-residents  of  said  County  and  State  were 
permitted  to  vote  at  said  election. 

Seventh.  That  the  returns  of  said  election  were  not  made 
out,  returned  and  certified  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Eighth.  That  through  the  unlawful  interference  of  candi- 
dates and  others  at  said  election,  legally  qualified  voters  were 
deceived  and  prevented  from  voting  for  him,  the  said  contes- 
tant. 

And  you  are  further  notified  that  the  said  contestant  shall 
offer  in  evidence  certified  copies  and  extracts  from  the  poll 
and  registration  books  of  the  respective  districts  of  said  County. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  notified  to  attend  in  person  or  by 
attorney  at  the  Court  House  in  the  Town  of  Upper  Marl- 
borough, on  the  fifth  day  of  January,  1874,  at  10  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  to  cross-examine  witnesses  and  do  such  other  matters  in 
the  premises  as  you  desire. 

And  you  are  further  notified  that  if  such  testimony  cannot 
all  be  taken  on  the  clay  named,  the  taking  of  the  same  will  be 
continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  same  is  completed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-fourth  day  of 
January,  1874. 

[l.  s.]  JAMES  HARRIS,  J.  P. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  on  this  29th  day  of  December,  Anno 
Domini,  1873,  personally  appeared  John  W.  Medley,  before 
me,  the  subscriber,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  State,  in  and 
for  said  County,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of 
Almighty  God  that  he  did  serve  the  within  notice  upon  George 
C.  Merrick,  attorney  for  Robert  S.  Widdicombe,  on  the  21th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1873,  and  delivered  him  in  writing  a 
copy  of  the  same  on  the  said  day. 

JAMES  H.  RITCHIE,  J.  P. 
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State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  James  H.  Kitchie,  Esq:,  before 
whom,  the  annexed  affidavit  was  made,  and  who  has  thereto 
subscribed  his  name,  was,  at  the  time  of  so  doing,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  and  for  the  County 
of  Prince  George's,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the 
seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  this  30th 
day  of  December,  Anno  Domini,  1873. 

[l.s.]  HENBY  BEOOKE, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County. 

Upper  Marlborough,  Prince  George's  Co.,  Md.,  ) 

December  22d,  1873.       J 

In  pursuance  of  the  aforegoing  notice,  I  attended  at  the 
time  and  place  therein  designated,  and  having  appointed  Bich- 
ard  E.  Brandt  as  clerk,  and  administered  to  him  an  oath  to 
fairly  write  down  and  transcribe  the  depositions  to  be  taken 
by  me,  did  proceed  then  and  there  to  take  the  following  testi- 
mony, to  wit : 

Deposition  No.  1. 

Wm.  B.  Bowie,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined,  deposed 
and  said  as  follows,  to-wit : 

State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  and  residence,  and  in 
what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873, 
the  day  of  election  ? 

My  name  is  Wm.  B.  Bowie,  aged  60 ;  occupation,  farmer  ; 
residence,  Marlborough  district,  Prince  George's  County.  I 
voted  in  the  Third  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  of  the 
county  or  State  who  voted  with  the  Eepublican  party  at  the 
election  held  on  the  4th  November,  1873,  and  how  long  has 
each  of  said  parties  removed  from  said  county,  and  where  do 
they  now  reside  ? 

Witness  does  not  know  how  any  one  voted,  except  himself 
and  sons.  He  knows  of  men  living  out  of  the  State  who  voted 
at  said  election,  but  I,  as  Eegister,  did  not  erase  their  names. 
Mr.  Eugene  Brooke,  one  of  said  parties,  removed  from  the 
county,  he  thinks,  nearly  three  years  ;  Mr.  Albert  Brooke 
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removed  from  the  county,  I  think,  nearly  two  years  ;  George 
Bowling,  I  think,  has  been  away  nearly  two  years.  All  of 
them  reside  in  Washington  City. 

2>d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  interference  by  candi- 
dates or  other  parties  with  any  voter  or  voters  of  said  election? 

I  don't  know  of  any  interference  by  candidates,  but  I  did 
see  interfering  by  other  parties  with  a  negro  man,  named 
Alex.  Gross  ;  they  were  hauling  and  pulling  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  he  went  to  his  rescue,  not  knowing  how  he  wished 
to  vote,  when  he  said  that  he  wanted  to  vote  for  Messrs.  Clark 
and  Brooke.  I  came  to  the  Court  House  door  with  him  and 
remained  there  with  hint,  I  suppose,  about  half  an  hour, 
and  could  not  get  in,  arid  he  left  and  went  away  without 
voting. 

4dh  Question. — Was  or  was  not  said  election,  at  said  polls, 
fairly  conducted  in  your  opinion  ;  if  not,  state  your  reasons 
for  such  opinion  ? 

It  may  have  been,  but  in  my  opinion  it  was  not.  Because 
the  polls  were  obstructed  and  voters  could  not  get  in.  I  saw 
no  violence.  The  polls  were  obstructed  by  the  colored  voters 
because  they  were  very  numerous. 

5th  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  any  colored  men  or 
speakers  from  Washington  City,  or  non-resident  of  the  county, 
at  or  near  the  polls  on  that  day  attempting  to  intimidate  the 
colored  voters  ? 

I  saw  a  colored  man,  I  think  named  Buttler,  not  a  voter 
of  this  county,  to  rny  knowledge,  speaking  in  the  Court  House 
yard,  trying  to  influence  votes  for  the  Republican  party. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick,  attorney  for  Mr.  Widdi- 
combe : 

1st  Question. — State  how  you  know  that  Eugene  Brooke, 
Albert  Brooke  and  George  Bowling  had  been  residing  out  of 
the  county  more  than  two  years,  as  stated  in  your  examina- 
tion-in-chief, and  when  you  first  learned  that  fact  ? 

I  heard  it  from  their  own  lips  that  they  were  living  there. 
I  have  known  for  twelve  months  that  all  of  the  parties  have 
resided  in  Washington  City. 

2d  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  why,  if  you  knew  for 
twelve  months  that  the  parties  were  non-residents  of  the 
county  and  State,  you  did  not  as  Register  erase  their  names 
from  the  Registration  books  of  this  county  ? 
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The  best  reason  in  the  world ;  before  the  last  days  of  revi- 
sion, I  received  the  United  States  election  laws  through  the 
postoffice,  and  that  was  the  cause  of  my  not  erasing  many 
names,  but  I  don't  say  that  I  would  have  erased  their  names 
if  I  had  not  received  them.  Eeceiving  those  laws  had  the 
effect  of  intimidating  and  making  me  very  cautious  how  I 
acted. 

3d  Question. — Did  you  as  a  sworn  Officer  of  registration 
allow  the  names  of  any  person  or  persons  to  remain  upon  your 
list  of  registered  and  qualified  voters  who  you  knew  of,  or  be- 
lieved, were  not  entitled  to  vote  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

I  answer  no,  and  if  I  had  known  of  any  parties  positively 
whose  names  were  upon  that  list,  and  not  entitled  to  be  there, 
I  would  have  erased  them  if  I-  had  been  put  in  jail  after- 
wards. Mr.  Suit  told  me  about  the  United  States  laws,  and 
that  they  were  superior  to  the  State  laws,  and  that  if  we  did 
not  carry  it  out  that  we  would  be  prosecuted,  and  that  was 
the  cause  of  my  not  correcting  the  books  as  closely  as  I  would 
have  done.  I  remarked  to  Mr.  Suit  that  I  would  discharge 
my  duty,  under  the  State  law  ;  I  think,  but  I  am  not  positive, 
that  Mr.  Suit  told  me  that  he  sent  me  the  United  States  laws. 

4th  Question. — You  have  stated  in  your  examination-in-chief 
that  one  Alen  Gross  was  interfered  with  by  certain  parties  on 
the  day  of  the  election  and  that  you  went  up  with  him  to  vote. 
State  whether  you  know  of  any  interference  with  the  said 
Alen  Gross  after  you  went  with  him  to  the  Court  House  for 
the  purpose  of  voting,  and  whether  or  not  he  was  at  liberty 
to  remain  as  long  as  he  pleased  and  go  where  he  chose. 

I  don't  know  of  any  interference  after  that. 

5th  Question. — State  whether  or  not,  when  you  and  Mr.  Wid- 
dicombe  went  where  the  parties  were  pulling  and  hauling 
Gross,  he  was  allowed  to  go  with  you,  as  you  desired,  to  the 
Court  House  for  the  purpose  of  voting. 

There  was  no  interference  ;  he  was  allowed  to  go  with  me. 

&h  Question. — You  state  in  your  examination-in-chief  that 
the  polls  were  obstructed  by  colored  voters.  State  whether  or 
not  the  parties  were  not  there  for  the  purpose  of  voting,  and 
if  the  obstruction  was  not  in  consequence  of  the  large  num- 
bers having  to  wait  for  their  opportunity  to  vote  ? 

Yes. 
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Re-examined  by  Mr.  Roberts,  attorney  for  Mr.  Brooke  : 

Was  there  not  a  band  of  music  from  Washington,  and  non- 
residents of  the  County  and  State  helping  to  influence  the 
vote  and  obstruct  the  polls. 

There  was  music,  but  I  do  not  know  where  it  came  from. 
There  were  non-residents  in  the  crowd  and  the  crowd  did  ob- 
struct the  polls.     I  don't  think  the  music  obstructed  the  polls. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick  : 

State,  if  you  please,  how  long  the  music  remained  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  polls,  and  how  long  the  voters  or  any  crowd 
obstructed  the  polls,  and  if  there  was  not  a  period  of  several 
hours  before  the  closing  of  the  polls  when  there  was  no  crowd 
of  voters  or  other  persons  in  or  about  the  voting  place  obstruct- 
ing the  polls  ? 

I  did  not  remain  all  day,  but  saw  a  crowd  as  long  as  I  re- 
mained.    I  left  about  three  o'clock. 

W.  B.  BOWIE. 

Test :    James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  2. 

Mr.  Restor  Pumphrey  being  next  duly  sworn  and  ex- 
amined, deposed  as  follows  : 

State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence  and  in  what 
election  district  did  you  vote  on  the  4th  November,  1873,  and 
whether  you  were  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  election  ? 

My  name  is  Restor  Pumphrey,  aged  60,  farmer,  Marlbo- 
rough District,  Prince  George's  County.  I  voted  in  the 
Third  Election  District  on  the  4th  November,  1873,  and  was 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  election  on  that  day. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  of  the 
County  or  State  who  voted  with  the  Republican  party  on  the 
4th  November,  1873,  at  the  election  polls  of  said  district  ? 
How  long  since  each  of  said  parties  removed  from  the  county 
and  where  they  now  reside  ? 

I  do  not  know  of  any  non-residents  that  voted  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  Eugene  Brooke  voted 
at  said  polls  on  said  day  of  election,  and,  if  so,  what  ticket  he 
voted  ? 
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I  know  that  Mr.  Eugene  Brooke  voted  ;  he  voted  an  opened 
Kepublican  ticket. 

Atli  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  obstruction  of 
voters  at  the  polls  on  the  said  day  of  election,  and  whether 
the  officers  of  the  law  on  that  day  were  able  to  prevent  such 
obstruction  ? 

Complaint  was  made  to  me,  as  Judge  of  Election,  in  rela- 
tion to  obstruction  at  the  front  door  of  the  Court  House.  I 
called  and  ordered  Mr.  Wedding,  constable,  to  go  and  clear 
the  way  so  that  all  legal  voters  might  have  free  access  to  the 
polls.  Complaints  being  made  to  me  afterwards,  I  ordered 
him,  and  he  stated  that  he  could  not  clear  the  obstruction  out 
of  the  way. 

bth  Question. — Did  you  see  any  interference  by  candidates 
or  other  parties  with  voters  at  the  polls  on  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Richard  Sansbury  seized  a  colored  man  in  the  collar 
that  was  approaching  the  polls  to  vote.,  and  I  ordered  him  to 
let  the  man  go ;  he  did  so  after  ordered.  I  would  further 
state  that  Mr.  John  W.  Duvall,  with  boisterous  language  and 
curses,  made  some  noise  and  disturbance  close  to  the  polls, 
but  it  soon  subsided. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick  : 

1st  Question. — You  have  stated  that  Mr.  Eugene  Brooke 
voted  an  open  Republican  ticket.  State  whether  you  exam- 
ined that  ticket  and  whether  or  not  some  of  the  printed  names 
were  not  scratched  from  said  ticket  ? 

I  examined  no  man's  ticket.  The  heading  was  a  Republi- 
can ticket.  I  can't  say  whether  it  was  scratched  or  not.  I 
saw  no  scratch  on  it. 

2d  Question. — State  who  made  complaint  to  you  about  the 
obstruction  at  the  front  door,  and  whether  such  obstruction 
was  from  violence  or  in  consequence  of  the  crowd  seeking  for 
opportunity  to  vote,  and  whether  persons  did  not,  that  day, 
come  in  through  both  the  front  and  rear  door  of  the  Court 
House  for  the  purpose  of  voting,  and  whether,  after  the  crowd 
had  voted  in  the  morning,  there  were  not  several  hours  in  the 
afternoon  that  scarcely  any  persons  voted  at  all,  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Hill,  Charles  Clagett,  Mr.  Joseph  K.  Roberts,  Wm.  B. 
Hill  and  others? 

It  was  stated  to  me  that  the  door  was  obstructed,  that  none 
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but  the  Republican  party  could  vote.  It  was  stated  to  me 
that  the  obstruction  was  violence.  The  impression  left  on  my 
mind  is,  that  it  was  a  promiscuous  crowd  of  parties  from  Wash- 
ington and  voters,  who  prevented  any  one  from  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket.  Can't  say  how  many  feet  the  crowd  was 
from  the  polls.  My  information  in  this  matter  was  received 
from  others.  I  will  state  that  after  Mr.  Wedding  had  re- 
ported that  he  could  not  clear  the  obstruction  to  the  polls,  for 
one  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  after  the  polls  were  opened, 
then  I  ordered  and  directed  that  the  rear  door,  next  to  the 
Clerk's  office,  should  be  kept  by  some  one,  and  admit  five  per- 
sons to  enter  and  approach  the  polls  to  vote  and  return  the 
same  way  ;  and  also  the  same  number  should  be  admitted  in 
at  the  front  door  ;  that  privilege  extended  to  the  balance  of 
the  day.  I  was  exceedingly  busy  receiving  votes  until  a  very 
late  hour  in  the  day. 

3d  Question. — You  have  stated  that  Mr.  Duvall  created  some 
noise  and  disturbance  near  the  polls  by  using  boisterous  lan- 
guage and  cursing.  State  whether  this  disturbance  prevented 
any  voter  from  casting  his  ballot  during  that  day  ? 

It  was  a  prevention  at  the  time,  and  at  my  request  it  was 
stopped  ;  and  does  not  know  whether  it  prevented  any  person 
from  voting  or  not. 

4th  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  if  there  was  not  ample 
opportunity  and  time  during  that  day  for  any  one  to  vote  who 
wished  to  do  so  and  choose  to  remain  until  the  close  of  the 
polls  ? 

I  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  there  not  being 
time  or  opportunity  to  have  voted  in  the  space  of  time  between 
the  opening  of  the  polls  and  the  close  of  the  same. 

RECTOR  PUMPHREY. 

Test:    James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  3. 
Mr.  GrEORGE  E.  Orme,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 
1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence, 

and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  November, 

1873. 
My  name  is  George  E.  Orme  ;  age,  48  ;  occupation,  farmer  ; 
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residence,  in  Aquasco  District,  and  voted  in  the  Eighth  Elec- 
tion District  of  Prince  George's  County. 

2c?  Question. — Do  yon  know  of  any  person  or  persons  who 
were  prevented  from  voting  as  he  or  they  desired  on  the  said 
day  of  election  ?     State  fully  all  you  know  about  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  election,  when  I  went  out  of  the  door 
about  daybreak,  Sam  Hall,  colored,  was  standing  at  the  door. 
I  asked  him  what  he  wanted.  He  said  he  wanted  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket ;  that  he  was  afraid  the  black  people  would 
beat  him  if  I  did  not  go  up  there  with  him.  I  told  him  that 
I  would  go  up  there  with  him  and  that  no  one  should  hurt 
him.  About  the  time  I  thought  the  polls  were  opened,  I  went 
with  him  up  to  Horse  Head,  the  place  of  election.  When  I 
got  there  the  polls  were  not  opened,  and  I  told  Sam  that  he 
could  go  around  there  where  they  were  fixing  breakfast  and 
stay  until  the  polls  were  opened.  He  went  to  the  kitchen  or 
quarter  ;  the  polls  were  opened  ;  the  crowd  was  voting;  I 
went  to  get  my  breakfast  about  fifty  yards  from  the  polls.  I 
stayed  a  few  minutes  and  came  back  ;  somebody  told  me  that 
they  were  voting  Sam  Hall  around  there  and  he  did  not  want 
to  vote.  I  went  into  the  room  of  the  Judges  of  the  election 
and  I  heard  Sam  Hall  say  that  is  not  my  name.  u  My  name 
is  not  Samuel  E.  Hall,  certain."  One  of  the  Judges  of  the 
election  had  his  ticket  in  his  hand  when  I  got  there.  I  told 
Sam  to  come  around  where  I  was.  He  said,  ""that  is  not  my 
name,  and  I  don't  want  to  vote  by  that  name."  The  Judges 
were  then  talking,  whether  they  should  receive  his  vote  or  not. 
I  said,  Sam,  do  you  want  to  vote  that  ticket  Mr.  Eowlins,  one 
of  the  Judges,  has  in  his  hand,  or  this  which  I  have,  which 
was  a  Democratic  ticket.  He  said,  if  I  have  got  to  vote  by 
that  name,  I  want  to  vote  this  ticket,  being  the  one  which  I 
handed,  a  Democratic  ticket.  Somebody  said,  ho  could  not 
vote  twice,  and  Mr.  Eowlins  put  the  ticket  he  had  in  the  box. 
I  told  Mr.  Bowline  that  he  ought  to  give  the  ticket  back.  Sam 
Hall  said  he  did  not  vote  the  ticket  he  wanted  to  vote. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick: 

1st  Question. — How  long  have  you  known  Sam  Hall? 

I  have  known  him  three  or  four  years. 

2d  Question. — Does  he  live  upon  your  land? 
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He  hired  himself  to  a  Mr.  Tennyson  and  rented  a  house 
from  me  for  his  wife  and  children,  and  that  was  his  house 
when  he  was  not  at  Mr.  Tennyson's,  but  the  house  burned 
down  just  a  short  time  before  the  election. 

3c?  Question. — Where  did  his  family  go  after  the  house  was 
burned,  and  had  Samuel  Hall  and  yourself  ever  any  con- 
versation, prior  to  the  election,  as  to  how  he,  Sam,  would 
vote  ? 

His  family  went  to  her  brother's.  I  had  not  seen  him  for 
six  months  prior  to  the  election,  nor  never  said  a  word  to  him 
about  voting  until  the  day  of  the  election.  He  was  in  my  debt 
at  the  time  of  the  election. 

4th  Question. — When  did  you  give  him  a  Democratic  ticket  ? 

I  gave  it  to  him  when  the  dispute  was  going  on  about  his 
voting  and  when  Mr.  Kowlins  was  holding  the  other  ticket  in 

his  hand. 

G.  E.  ORME. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  4. 

James  H.  Gregory,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence 
and  your  place  of  voting  on  the  4th  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  James  A.  Gregory,  age  52,  merchant,  Prince 
George's  County,  the  Fifth  Election  District  of  said  County. 

2d.  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  intimidation  used  to 
prevent  persons  from  voting  Democratic  tickets  at  the  election 
held  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

Yes,  I  saw  several  instances  ;  one  was :  some  parties  went 
with  me  to  the  election  ;  they  were  headed  off  from  the  win- 
dow where  the  tickets  were  voted.  They  said  they  could  not 
get  there  to  vote,  and  were  threatened  that  if  they  voted  a 
Democratic  ticket  they  would  be  killed.  After  some  time  I 
succeeded  in  getting  them  out  of  the  crowd,  or  they  followed 
me  out.  They  then  went  in  the  back  way,  as  they  were  pre- 
vented from  getting;  to  the  window  where  the  ballots  were  re- 
ceived,  having  been  pulled  and  hauled  about  so  as  to  prevent 
them.  This  was  done  on  account  of  their  wanting  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  by  voters  of  the  opposite  party,  set  on  by 
men  living  in  Washington,  who  were  present  there  at  the  polls, 
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aiding  in  crowding  off  the  voters  that  were  not  voting  their 
way. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  person  or  persons  pre- 
vented from  voting  a  Democratic  ticket  by  intimidation  that 
day? 

John  Hawkins  and  Badley  Queen  said  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  that  day,  or  not  vote  at  all. 
The  colored  men  from  Washington  on  several  occasions  crowded 
off  voters,  and  threatened  to  beat  those  that  were  going  to 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick,  counsel  for  Mr.  Widdi- 
combe : 

1st  Question. — Are  the  persons  referred  to  in  your  testimony 
the  only  ones  who  were  prevented  from  voting  that  day  ? 

They  are  the  only  ones  he  knows  of  positively. 

2d  Question. — Did  the  parties  whom  you  say  went  in  the 
back  way  succeed  in  voting  their  sentiments  ? 

They  did  vote  the  way  they  wanted,  and  were  threatened  to 
be  killed  when  they  came  out.  Does  not  know  who  made  the 
threat ;  it  came  from  the  crowd  ;  I  heard  it.  Does  not  know 
whether  John  Hawkins  and  Bradly  Queen  voted  or  not. 

3d  Question. — Was  there  or  not  ample  opportunity  and 
time  between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  for  every 
one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so  ? 

Yes.  There  was  plenty  of  time  for  all  to  vote,  if  those  that 
after  voting  had  not  stood  at  the  window  and  obstructed  it  so 
as  to  prevent  others  from  getting  to  the  window. 

tth  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  if  you  know  of  any  per- 
sons voting  the  Republican  ticket,  who  were  carried  in  and 
voted  by  the  back  way,  and  whether  you  experienced  any 
difficulty  or  obstruction  in  carrying  in  the  parties  whom  you 
carried  in  ? 

There  were  several  persons  who  voted  the  Eepublican  ticket 
who  came  in  the  back  way.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in 
getting  in  the  back  way,  the  way  being  blocked  up  by  the 
crowd. 

5th  Question. — Did  any  one  attempt  to  prevent  you  from 
taking  these  persons  in  the  back  way?  If  so,  how  did  they 
attempt  to  prevent  you? 

They  did  attempt,  and  did  it  by  blocking  up  the  gate  and 
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by  holding  on  to  the  men,  and  threatening  what  they  would 
do  with  them,  and  to  beat  them  when  they  came  out.  I  could 
not  tell  who  the  parties  were.  I  know  that  one  of  the  parties 
who  was  in  the  crowd  was  from  Washington. 

6th  Question. — Had  not  the  Democrats  access  to  this,  back 
way  by  which  voters  came  in  and  voted? 

No  more  than  the  other  party  had. 

*Ith  Question. — Was  there  as  much  obstruction  the  back  way 
as  there  was  the  front  way  ? 

There  was  not. 

8th  Question. — Was  not  voting  going  on  all  the  time  the 
crowd  was  round  about  the  window,  and  was  not  the  crowd 
principally  composed  of  persons  who  were  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  voting? 

Voting  was  not  going  on  all  the  time  the  crowd  was  around 
the  window.  Sometimes  it  was  considerable  time  when  a  voter 
could  not  get  up  to  the  window,  caused  by  a  crowd  being 
around  the  window.,  composed  partly  by  persons  from  Wash- 
ington. There  were  several  strangers  there,  but  can't  say  how 
many. 

2th  Question. — State  how  long  at  any  one  time,  to  your 
own  knowledge,  it  was  impossible  for  one  desiring  to  vote  to 
get  to  the  window  where  voting  took  place,  and  whether  the 
crowd  around  and  about  the  voting  place  was  not  composed 
of  members  of  both  parties,  and  if  there  was  any  time,  and 
if  so,  how  long,  when  voters  could  not  get  in  the  back  way  ? 

I  could  not  tell  the  exact  time,  as  I  did  not  notice.  Did  not 
expect  to  be  called  upon  in  reference  to  it.  Knew  some  par- 
ties that  went  off  and  sat  down  to  wait.  The  crowd  around 
the  window  was  not  composed  of  persons  of  both  parties. 

10th  Question. — State  whether  the  crowd  about  the  window 
was  there  for  the  purpose  of  voting  or  preventing  others  from 
voting  ;  and  if  there  was  any  period  of  the  day  when  the  wit- 
ness would  have  been  in  clanger  of  violence  to  his  person  by 
quietly  attempting  to  voting  his  sentiments,  and  if  the  ob- 
struction at  the  polls,  such  as  he  speaks  of,  was  different  or 
greater  than  at  the  last  one  or  two  elections  prior  to  this  ? 

It  must  have  been  to  prevent  voting,  as  he  did  not  see  any 
voting   going  on  when  the  crowd  was  about  the  window.     If 
I  had  been  of  the  same  color,  perhaps,  but  I  did  not  appre- 
2 


18  Contested  Election  op 

hend  any.  I  never  saw  an  election  conducted  as  this  was,  ex- 
cept once  during  the  war,  when  the  soldiers  obstructed  the 
polls  ;  this  time  the  polls  having  been  obstructed  by  parties 
living  out  of  the  State. 

11th  Question. — You  have  said  in  your  examination-in-chief, 
that  parties  were  obstructed  in  attempting  to  vote  a  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  Now  state  if  there  was  any  blood  shed,  and  if 
any  one  was  injured  in  their  person  while  said  voting  was 
going  on,  in  consequence  of  voting  or  wishing  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket  ? 

I  saw  a  man  that  had  been  struck  who  had  his  face  badly 
mashed,  but  I  did  not  see  the  lick  struck.  I  understood  that 
he  was  struck  for  voting  the  Democratic  ticket.  I  know  that 
lie  always  voted  a  Democratic  ticket. 

^Re-examined : 

1st  Question. — If  the  election  had  been  conducted  in  a  proper 
■and  legal  manner,  could  not  the  ballots  have  been  deposited 
by  the  voters  in  one-half  the  time  that  was  consumed  ? 

Yes,  sir. 

J.  A.  GREGORY. 

Test:     James  Hakris,  J.  P. 

Charles  Clagett,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence, 
and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873? 

My  name  is  Charles  Clagett ;  age,  52  years  ;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  residence,  in  Marlboro'  district,  Prince  George's 
county,  and  voted  in  the  Third  Election  District  of  said  county. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  or  not  whether  Eugene  Brooke, 
Albert  Brooke  and  George  Bowling  resided  in  Prince  George's 
County  on  the  day  of  election,  and  if  not,  how  long  since  they 
were  residents  of  said  county  and  State,  and  where  they  then 
resided  ? 

Eugene  Brooke,  Albert  Brooke  and  George  Bowling  did 
not  reside  in  Prince  George's  County  on  the  day  of  election. 
I  do  not  know  exactly,  but  can't  have  been  for  two  years. 
They  have  resided  and  did  reside  on  the  day  of  election  in 
Washington  City,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  interference  by  any  can- 
didate or  other  party  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said  election  ? 
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Yes.  Mr.  Widdicombe  remained  in  the  Court  House, 
around  the  polls,  about  three-fourths  of  the  day,  taking  tick- 
ets from  voters,  tearing  them  up  or  throwing  them  on  the 
ground  and  giving  them  others  in  their  place. 

4th  Question. — State  whether  you  saw  or  heard  of  any  in- 
timidation used  at  or  about  said  polls  in  order  to  control  votes  ? 

Yes.  There  was  a  crowd  of  negroes  gathered  around  the 
front  door  of  the  Court  House  for,  perhaps,  about  twenty  feet 
square,  composed  of  negroes  who  were  disorderly,  boisterous 
and  threatening.  The  crowd  arOund  the  door  was  evidently 
then  for  the  purpose  of  intimidation.  Whilst. the  crowd  was 
there  a  negro  was  speaking,  and  thereby  exciting  and  urging 
the  crowd  to  keep  up  this  disorder. 

5th  Question. — Was  or  was  not  the  said  election,  in  your 
opinion,  fairly  conducted ;  and  if  not,  state  your  reasons  for 
such  opinion  ? 

It  was  not  fairly  conducted,  because  the  crowd,  in  my  opin- 
ion, was  in  a  measure  to  intimidate  voters. 

&h  Question. — Was  or  was  not  free  access  to  the  polls  pre- 
vented by  a  disorderly  crowd,  composed  of  non-residents  and 
others,  attempting  to  control  and  influence  votes  ? 

Yes.  It  continued  so  from  the  time  I  got  there  up  to  one 
or  two  o'clock. 

*lth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  other  matter  or  thing 
that  would  be  of  any  other  advantage  to  the  contestant  ? 

I  saw  Mr.  Flint,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Election,  when  a 
colored  man  came  up  to  cast  his  ballot,  lay  it  down  on  the 
table  where  the  box  was  to  be  put  in  the  box,  when  he,  the 
said  Flint,  picked  up  another,  and  asked  him  to  vote  it. 

8th  Question. — Was  Mr.  Flint  a  Republican  or  Democrat? 

He  is  a  Republican. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick  : 

1st  Question. — You  have  stated  that  Eugene  Brooke,  Albert 
Brooke  and  George  Bowling  had  not  been  residents  of  Prince 
George's  County  for  two  years.  Please  state  how  you  know 
this,  and  whether  you  know  of  either  of  the  parties  ever  hav- 
ing voted  out  side  of  Prince  George's  County  in  the  last  two 
years  ? 

I  have  seen  them  in  Washington  frequently,  and  Mr.  Eu- 
gene Brooke  has  been  keeping  store  there ;  his  wife  and  family 
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reside  there.  I  have  seen  Albert  Brooke  in  Washington  and 
living  with  his  mother.  I  have  seen  Bowling  there  frequently  ; 
his  family  reside  there  and  he  told  me  so. 

Id  Question. — Have  not  the  three  above-named  parties, 
Eugene  Brooke,  Albert  Brooke  and  George  Bowling,  before 
they  went  to  "Washington,  been  qualified  voters  in  Prince 
George's  County  and  removed  from  here  to  Washington,  and 
state  further  if  you  know  whether  it  is  their  purpose  to  remain 
permanently  in  Washington  City  or  return  again  to  this 
County  ? 

When  they  were  living  here  I  think  they  were  qualified  vo- 
ters. I  do  not  know  whether  they  intend  to  remain  perma- 
nently in  Washington  or  return  again. 

od  Question. — You  state  Mr.  Wicldicombe  remained  three- 
fourths  of  the  day,  at  least,  in  the  Court  House  and  around 
the  polls,  taking  tickets  from  voters,  tearing  some  up  and 
throwing  others  on  the  ground  and  giving  them  others  in 
their  places.  State,  if  you  please,  any  one  particular  case  you 
can  remember  ? 

I  saw  him  take  not  less  than  a  dozen  tickets  from  parties 
and  maybe  twenty-five  ;  one  in  particular,  I  remember,  a  man 
in  my  employ,  named  Barney . 

4dli  Question.- — State  further,  if  you  are  positive,  if  you  saw 
Mr.  Wicldicombe  tear  up  any  tickets  which  you  saw  him  get 
from  voters,  whether  he  obtained  said  tickets  by  violence  or 
not,  and  whether  said  parties  did  not  go  away  of  their  own 
will  from  where  Mr.  Widdicombe  was,  without  any  violence  or 
force,  after  he  gave  the  other  tickets  ? 

I  saw  him  tear  up  some  ;  I  did  not  see  any  violence  used  by 
Mr.  Wicldicombe  in  the  obtention  of  said  tickets.  I  saw  no 
violence  used  by  Mr.  Widdicombe.  But  my  impression  is 
that  the  parties  thought  they  were  obliged  to  show  their 
tickets  and  vote  the  ones  that  he  gave  them. 

oth  Question. — Was  Mr.  Widdicombe  the  only  one  witness 
you  saw  take  tickets  from  voters  and  give  others  in  their  stead, 
and  did  not  the  witness  see  Democratic  candidates  take  tickets 
from  voters  and  give  them  others  in  their  stead  ?  Does  not 
witness  know  of  such  having  been  done  by  Democratic  candi- 
dates at  this  election,  and  if  it  is  not  a  usual  and  ordinary 
custom  for  candidates  and  others  at  elections  held  in  this 
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county,  quietly  and  without  force  to  get  the  tickets  from  per- 
sons of  opposite  political  views  and  induce  them  to  vote  your 
way  whenever  you  can  ? 

Mr.  Widdicombe  was  the  only  one  I  saw  inside  the  Court 
House  and  around  the  jdoIIs  take  tickets  from  voters,  and  I 
don't  think  I  saw  any  one  outside.  I  did  not  see  Democratic 
candidates  take  tickets  from  voters.  I  never  knew  it  to  be 
done  inside  of  the  Court  House  by  Democratic  candidates.  I 
know  that  the  custom  is  to  influence  them,  but  have  never 
seen  any  one  take  tickets  from  them  inside  of  the  Court  House. 

&h  Question. — You  have  stated  that  there  was  a  crowd  near 
the  Court  House,  there,  in  your  opinion,  for  intimidating  vo- 
ters, and  a  negro  man  speaking,  thereby  urging  the  crowd  to 
disorder.  State,  if  you  please,  whether  you  heard  the  colored 
speaker  referred  to  use  any  language  advising  the  crowd  to 
disorder  ;  if  there  was  not  ample  time  between  the  opening 
and  closing  the  polls  for  every  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so  ? 

I  can't  give  his  language,  but  the  whole  speech  was  calcu- 
lated and  designed  for  this  purpose.  A  part  of  the  day,  up 
to  about  one  o'clock,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  for  a  Demo- 
crat to  get  into  the  Court  House  to  vote,  and  the  latter  part 
of  the  day  they  had  ample  opportunity. 

*lth  Question. — You  say  the  election  was  not  fairly  conducted 
because,  in  your  opinion,  the  crowd  was  there  to  intimidate 
voters.  State,  if  you  know  of  any  persons  who  were  intimi- 
dated and  thereby  prevented  from  voting  ;  if  yes,  give  their 
names. 

•  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented  by  intimida- 
tion, but  nly  opinion  is  that  persons  were  prevented  from 
voting  the  Democratic  ticket,  being  under  the  impression  that 
they  had  to  show  their  tickets,  and  the  tickets  that  were  given 
them  they  had  to  vote. 

8th  Question. — You  state  that  access  to  the  polls  was  ob- 
structed until  about  one  o'clock  by  non-residents  and  others. 
State,  if  you  please,  whether  voting  was  not  going  on  during 
all  the  day,  from  nine  until  six  o'clock,  through  the  frontdoor 
of  the  Court  House,,  and  from  the  time  the  Judge  directed  the 
back  door  to  be  opened,  voting  was  not  going  on  through 
both  the  front  and  the  rear  doors  of  the  Court  House  ? 

Yes,  I  think  it  was  going  on  slowly,  and  parties  after  voting,. 


22  Contested  Election  op 

instead  of  leaving,  went  back  in  the  crowd  around  the  door, 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidation,  in  my  opinion . 

9th  Question. — State  whether  the  voter  to  whom  you  saw 
Mr.  Flint  hand  a  ticket  and  asked  to  vote  it,  voted  the  ticket 
he  brought  in  to  vote  or  the  one  handed  him  by  Mr.  Flint  ? 

I  think  he  voted  the  ticket  he  brought  in,  and  not  the  one 
handed  him  by  Mr.  Flint. 

He-examined  by  Mr.  Koberts  : 

1st .  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  Minor  Pooles  (colored)  ? 
If  yea,  when  did  he  leave  this  county,  and  where  did  he  go 
to  live  ? 

I  know  Minor  Pooles  ;  he  left  here  about  nearly  two  years 
ago  and  removed  to  Washington,  where  he  resided  ever  since 
with  his  family. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick  : 

1st  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  Minor  Pooles,  whom 
you  say  removed  to  Washington  two  years  ago,  how  do  you 
know  that  he  has  resided  there  ever  since,  and  do  you  know 
whether  his  purpose  in  moving  was  to  remain  permanently 
away,  and  whether  or  not  you  know  of  his  having  voted  in  this 
county  ? 

I  have  seen  him  several  times,  and  he  said  he  was  living 
there.  I  don't  know  what  he  intends  to  do,  but  he  is  living 
there.  I  do  not  know  of  his  voting  anywhere  but  in  this 
county. 

CHAS.   CLAGGETT. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

John  A.  Eraser,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  and  resi- 
dence, and  in  what  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  November, 
1873. 

My  name  is  John  A.  Fraser  ;  age,  42  ;  occupation,  farmer  ; 
voted  in  Surratt,  Ninth  Election  District,  Prince  George's 
County,  on  the  4th  November,  1873. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  person  or  persons 
who  voted  in  the  Ninth  Election  District,  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, a  Republican  ticket,  who  were  non-residents  of  the 
County  or  State,  or  otherwise  disqualified  to  vote  ? 

I  know  of  two  parties,  namely  :  John  McNally,  who  told 
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me  lie  was  going  to  vote  the  whole  of  the  Republican,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Underwood  for  Sheriff,  and  Mr.  Piles 
for  Commissioner  ;  he  is  a  resident  of  Washington  City,  and 
has  Leon  for  two  or  three  years.  The  other  non-resident  is 
Francis  Allen  ;  resided  a  portion  of  the  time  in  New  Jersey, 
and  the  other  part  of  the  time  in  Washington  City  ;  has  been 
a  non-resident  of  this  State  for  about  two  years,  so  far  as  I 
recollect  of  at  this  time.  George  Locker,  an  unpardoned  con- 
vict, also  voted  in  said  district ;  on  said  day  he  voted  with  the 
Republican  party  ;  I  also  saw  two  men  registered  on  the  day 
of  election,  who  voted  the  Republican  ticket ;  also,  James 
Young,  who  had  recently  removed  from  Spalding's  District, 
voted  on  said  day  ;  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick  : 

1st  Question. — You  say  that  John  McNally  voted  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  except  for  Sheriff  and  one  Commissioner. 
How  do  you  know  that  he  voted,  and  in  the  manner  you  stated  ? 
He  told  me  before  the  election  that  he  was  going  to  vote 
that  way,  and  has  told  me  since  the  election  that  he  had  voted 
that  way. 

2c?  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  how  you  know  that  he 
is  a  non-resident,  and  if  you  know  that  his  removal  from  the 
county  is  permanent  or  not. 

Three  or  four  years  ago  he  lived  within  a  half  mile  of  my 
outside  line  ;  he  removed  from  thence  to  Spalding's  District, 
and  from  thence  to  Washington  ;  I  can't  say  whether  his  re- 
moval is  permanent  or  not,  but  he  thinks  it  is. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  said  McNally  has  ever 
voted  out  of  Prince  George's  County  ;  also,  whether  Francis 
Allen  has  ever  voted  out  of  Prince  George's  County  since  his 
removal  from  the  county,  and  if  you  know  that  the  said 
Francis  Allen  has  permanently  removed  from  the  county  ? 

I  don't  know  whether  either  of  the  above  has  ever  voted 
out  of  the  county  ;  I  know  that  he  has  sold  his  real  estate  in 
the  county,  and  has  no  monied  interest  in  the  county. 

4th  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  the  said  Francis  Allen 
voted  the  Republican  ticket  ? 

I  saw  Mr.  Robey,  the  Republican  candidate,  give  him  a 
ticket ;  I  followed  him  to  the  window  and  asked  him  to  take 
on  some  of  our  candidates  ;  he  told  me  he  could  not  do  it. 
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5th  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  how  you  know  that 
George  Locker  voted  the  Kepublioan  ticket,  and  also  how  you 
know  that  he  is  an  unpardoned  convict,  and  if  you  know  for 
what  crime  he  was  convicted. 

He  was  with  the  crowd  of  Republicans,  went  up  with  them, 
and  has  since  said  in  my  hearing  that  he  had  deceived  Mr. 
Brooke,  George  M.  Wilson,  and  others  ;  as  far  as  being  an  un- 
pardoned convict,  he  was  convicted  of  larceny,  and  as  Deputy 
Sheriff,  I  assisted  in  carrying  him  to  the  penitentiary,  and 
that  he  did  not  register  or  vote  when  the  negroes  were  first 
enfranchised,  and  that  is  my  reason  for  thinking  that  he  is  an 
unpardoned  convict. 

€>th  Question. — State  how  you  know  that  James  Young  voted 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  also  how  you  know  he  is  not  a 
qualified  voter. 

I  saw  Mr.  Furgerson,  I  think,  bringing  him  to  the  polls, 
and  I  inferred  from  his  being  in  Mr.  Furgerson's  company, 
together  with  other  Republicans,  that  he  voted  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  their  anxiety,  when  he  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Jar- 
boe  and  others,  to  have  him  vote. 

*Jth  Question. — You  state  you  saw  two  men  register  on  the 
day  of  election  who  voted  the  Republican  ticket.  State  who 
they  were,  who  registered  them,  and  how  you  know  they 
voted  the  Republican  ticket ;  whether  any  parties  named  in 
your  testimony  as  having  voted  upon  the  day  of  election  voted 
without  their  names  being  upon  the  registration  list  kept  or 
used  by  the  Judges  of  the  Election  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  they  were  Charles  Johnson 
and  Pay  ton  Powell.  They  were  registered  by  Walter  Griffin, 
the  Register  of  the  District,  and  they  were  with  the  Republi- 
cans. Mr.  Robey  and  other  Republicans  insisted  upon  their 
being  registered.  I  know  of  no  parties  who  voted  without 
their  names  being  upon  the  registration  books.  Did  not  see 
the  inside  of  any  of  the  tickets  of  the  above-named  parties  at 
the  time  they  voted.  I  saw  some  of  their  tickets  just  immedi- 
ately before.  JOHN  A.  ERASER. 

Test :  James  Harris. 

Thereupon  the  taking  of  this  testimony  is  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
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December  23d,  1873. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  7. 

John  W.  Medley,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : 

By  Mr.  Brooke  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence, 
and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873. 

My  name  is  John  W.  Medley  ;  age,  28  ;  clerk  under  Mr. 
Brooke  in  the  Clerk's  office ;  residence,  Upper  Marlboro',  and 
voted  in  the  Third  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  non-residents  of  the 
county  or  State,  or  unpardoned  convicts,  who  voted  with  the 
Republican  party  at  the  election  held  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1873,  and  how  long  since  each  of  said  parties  removed  from 
the  county,  and  where  do  they  now  reside  ? 

Yes,  I  do  know  of  several  non-residents,  namely,  Charles 
Marshall,  Sam.  Williams,  George  Bowling,  William  Henry 
Queen,  H.  Eugene  Brooke,  Albert  Brooke  and  William  Orme. 
I  believe  all  of  them  have  been  out  of  the  county  over  a  year, 
and  some  of  them  for  two  or  three  years  ;  and  I  believe  they 
all  reside  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  know  positively  that 
several  of  them  do.  I  know  that  Mark  Johnson,  an  unpar- 
doned convict,  and  Nace  Bell,  also  an  unpardoned  convict, 
voted  at  the  said  election. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick,  counsel  for  Mr.  Widdi- 
combe  : 

1st  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  Charles  Marshall, 
Sam.  Williams,  George  Bowling,  William  Henry  Queen,  H. 
Eugene  Brooke,  Albert  Brooke  and  William  Orme  are  non- 
residents of  the  county  and  State,  and-  have  been  for  a  year  ? 
And  do  you  know  whether  their  removal  from  the  county  was 
permanent  or  not  ? 

I  believe  that  Charles  Marshall  has  not  resided  in  the  county 
for  more  than  a  year,  and  that  his  coming  into  the  county  to 
vote  was  the  first  time  I  had  seen  him  for  more  than  a  year, 
and  he  also  heard  that  he  had  said  on  the  night  before  the 
election,  or  the  morning  of,  I  am  not  certain  which,  that  he 
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resided  in  Washington  ;  he  did  not  say  so  to  me,  nor  did  I 
hear  him  say  so.     Sam.   Williams,  with  his  family,  moved 
from  here  to  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  fall  of  1872.     I 
know  this  because  he  told  me  that  he  was  going  there  to  live. 
I  believe  I  saw  him  the  morning  he  started.     This  was  told 
me,  I  think,  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  does  not  know  whether 
it  was  early  or  late  in  the  fall.     George  Bowling  moved  from 
here,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  about  two  years  ago,  and 
has  since  then  resided  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  I  have  seen 
him  there  frequently  ;    he  has  told  me  that  he  was  keeping 
house  there,  and  I  know  that  he  has  never  been  back  to  the 
place  where  he  formerly  resided  within  the  last  year,  except 
on  one  or  two  occasions,  one  of  which  was  to  nurse  a  gentle- 
man in  a  case  of  sickness,  and  perhaps  on  a  matter  of  business 
he  may  have  been  back.     William  H.  Queen  has  not  lived  in 
this  place  for  more  than  a  year,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 
H.  Eugene  Brooke  has  never,  in  my  recollection,  lived  in  this 
town  permanently,  and  I  know  positively  that  he  has  not  lived 
here  for  more  than  a  year  ;  he  once  had  a  sign   stuck  out  in 
this  place  as  an  insurance  agent,  but  that  was  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  he  then  claimed  his  residence  in  the  Fourth 
Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County.     I  know  that  he 
does  not  reside  in  said  county,  because  he  has  been  doing  bus- 
iness in  Washington  and  St.  Mary's  County,  and  has  his  fam- 
ily  in    Washington  and  elsewhere  out   of  Prince   George's 
County.     I  know  that  Albert  Brooke  has  resided  out  of  said 
county  more-  than  a  year,  because  he  lived  in  Washington  and 
St.  Mary's  County.     William  Orme  is  a  non-resident,  because 
he  went  away  to  the  District  of  Columbia  more  than  a  year 
ago,  and  I  have  not  seen  him  back  since  that  time,  until  the 
election.     I  believe  that  when  they  left  here  they  left  with  the 
intention  of  remaining  away  permanently.     My  reason  for 
knowing  that  Sam.  Williams  has  removed  permanently  is  that 
he  told  me  that  he  intended  to  go  to  Washington  to  live.     I  do 
not,  of  my  own  knowledge,  know  that  the  above-named  parties 
have  removed  permanently  from  the  county  or  not. 

Id  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  Charles  Marshall, 
Sam.  Williams,  George  Bowling,  Wm.  H.  Queen,  H.  Eugene 
Brooke,  Albert  Brooke  and  William  Orme  voted  the  Republi- 
can ticket  ? 
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Because  I  know  that  they  belong  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  have  heard  Mr.  H.  Eugene  Brooke  and  George  Bowling 
say  that  they  were  Republicans.  I  did  not  see  the  tickets 
voted  by  any  of  the  above-named  parties. 

3d  Question. — Have  not  all  the  parties,  mentioned  by  you  as 
non-residents,  been  voting  regularly  at  the  elections  held  in 
Prince  George's  County? 

Most  of  them  have. 

4th  Question. — Name  those  that  have  been  voting  in  the 
county  to  your  knowledge  ? 

All  except  Charles  Marshall  and  Win.  Orme,  and  they  may 
have,  though  I  do  not  know  it. 

5th  Question. — Were  you  or  not  instrumental  in  having  the 
name  of  any  of  the  parties,  mentioned  by  you.as  non-residents, 
kept  upon  the  books  of  registration  ?  If  yea  ;  state  who  the 
parties  were. 

I  was  acting  as  clerk  to  Mr.  Wm.  B.  Bowie,  the  Register 
for  Marlboro'  District ;  a  discussion  arose  about  striking  the 
names  of  H.  Eugene  Brooke  'and  George  Bowling  from  the 
books  of  registration  ;  it  was  objected  that  if  their  names  were 
stricken  off,  it  might  raise  the  question  of  the  legality  of  one 
Democrat  being  kept  on  said  books  ;  and  whilst  I  believed 
them  both  to  be  non-residents,  I  advised  that  they  should  not 
be  struck  off  for-  the  reason  given  above.  The  name  of  the 
Democrat  referred  to  in  the  above  discussion  was  Daniel 
Clarke.  I  never  had  any  doubt  myself  about  the  said  Daniel 
Clarke  being  a  resident,  but  to  avoid  raising  any  question  as 
to  the  legality  of  residence,  I  thought  it  better  to  keep  the 
others  on. 

&h •Question. — What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  that  Mack 
Johnson  and  Nace  Bell  voted  with  the  Republican  party  ? 

I  mean  to  say  that  they  voted  the  Republican  ticket ;  being 
identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

*Jth  Question. — How  do  you  know  they  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  ? 

Because  I  believe  that  they  are  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  I  did  not  see  either  of  the  tickets  voted  b}'  the 
above-named  parties.  I  know  that  they  are  unpardoned  convicts, 
because  no  certificates  of  pardon  have  been  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County, 


28  Contested  Election  of 

it  "being  the  court  in  which  they  were  convicted.  I  know  that 
they  were  convicted  there,  having  seen  Mack  Johnson  tried, 
and  have  seen  the  record  of  the  conviction  of  Nace  Bell. 
Mack  Johnson  was  convicted  of  larceny  and  sentenced  to  the 
county  jail  for  a  short  time  ;  does  not  know  how  long.  I  do 
not  know  positively  for  what  Nace  Bell  was  tried  or  what  was 
his  sentence ;  thinks  he  was  tried  for  larceny  and  sentenced 
to  the  penitentiary. 

JOHN  W.  MEDLEY. 
Test:     James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  8. 

William  A.  Jarboe,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence 
and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873? 

My  name  is  William  A.  Jarboe;  age,  53  ;  I  am  treasurer 
of  this  county  ;  I  reside  in  Surratt's  District ;  voted  in  the 
Ninth  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873,  at  the  election  held  there  on  that  day. 

Id  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  of  the 
county  or  State,  or  unpardoned  convicts,  who  voted  with  the 
Eepublican  party  at  the  election  held  on  the  4th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1873,  and  how  long  since  each  of  said  parties  removed 
from  this  county,  and  where  do  they  now  reside  ? 

I  know  of  one  gentleman,  named  John  McKelLy,  who  told 
me  that  he  had  removed  from  this  county.  It  was  during  the 
last  day  of  the  last  registration  he  heard  that  his  name  was 
stricken  off  the  registration  books  and  was  on  his  way  down 
to  have  it  put  on  again.  He  said  he  was  going  to  vote  for 
some  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  said 
he  would  like  to  vote  for  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke,  who  was  a  can- 
didate upon  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  he  could  not.  I  know 
of  George  Locker,  who  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  but  do 
not  know  whether  he  has  been  pardoned  or  not ;  he  voted  an 
open  Republican  ticket  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873.  John 
McNally  was  not  living  in  the  county  last  year.  I  do  not 
know  how  long  he  has  been  living  out  of  the  county.  He 
voted  at  the  election  in  Surratt's  District  at  the  election  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873. 
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3d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  interference  by  candi- 
dates or  other  parties,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  with  any 
voter  or  voters  ?  If  yea,  state  whether  you  know  of  any  in- 
timidation of  said  voters  at  said  election. 

I  saw  no  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  or  Re- 
publicans at  our  polls,  except  that  the  Republicans  pressed  up 
to  the  polls  and  held  possession  of  the  polls,  until  they  got 
through  voting,  for  an  hour  or  two  ;  I  do  not  know  of  any 
intimidation  used  on  the  day  of  election. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  intimidation  being  used 
before  the  day  of  election  ? 

I  was  told  by  three  or  four  that  they  wanted  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  but  they  were  afraid  to  do  so.  One  of 
them,  a  colored  man  who  formerly  belonged  to  me,  came  to 
me  at  twelve  or  one  o'clock  the  night  before  the  election,  and 
told  me  that  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  said 
if  he  did  they  would  kill  him.  I  assured  him  that  no  one 
should  hurt  him. 

5th  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  qualified 
voters  of  Prince  George's  County  who  were  prevented  from 
voting,  at  said  election,  for  the  Democratic  ticket  ?  If  yea, 
give  their  names. 

A  man  named  Samuel  J.  Allen,  in  Surratt's  District,  offered 
to  vote  on  the  day  of  election.  The  Judges  refused  to  receive 
his  vote  because  his  name  was  not  on  the  registered  list.  The 
said  Allen  insisted  on  voting,  stating  to  the  Judges  that  he 
had  never  removed  from  the  district.  I  know  that  the  said 
Allen  resides  in  said  district,  and  have  seen  him  vote  there. 
He  said  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  was  not 
allowed,  by  the  Judges,  to  do  so.  Captain  B.  F.  Gwynn  and 
his  son,  Eddie  Gwynn,  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  were  anxious  to  have  their  names  retained  on  the  regis- 
tration books,  but  the  Register  refused  to  do  so,  although  they 
claimed  their  residence  in  that  district.  Mr.  Gwynn  came 
down  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  Register  about  keeping  his 
name  upon  the  books.  Mr.  Gwynn  requested  me  to  see  the 
Register  and  to  ask  him  that  his  and  his  son's  names  be  kept 
on.     I  did  see  him,  and  lie  refused  to  register  them. 

6th  Question. — Are  you  or  are  you  not  acquainted  with 
James  Young  ?     If  yea,  where  does  he  reside  ? 


30  Contested  Election  of 

I  have  seen  him,  and  heard  him  say  that  he  had  resided  in 
Spalding's  District,  hut  then  lived  in  the  Ninth  ;  that  was  on 
the  day  of  election,  at  the  polls,  about  eleven  o'clock.  The 
said  James  Young  offered  to  vote.  I  objected,  stating  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Election  that  he  had  been  transferred  to  Marl- 
boro'  District.  Mr.  Griffin,  the  Kegister,  stated  that  his  name 
had  been  stricken  off  the  registration  books  for  the  Ninth 
District.  After  insisting  that  he  was  entitled  to  vote,  the 
Judges  of  the  Election  allowed  him  to  vote,  but  Mr.  Griffin,  the 
Eegister,  objected  to  it.  The  Judges  of  the  Election  allowed 
his  name  to  be  put  on  the  list  of  the  registered  voters,  but 
does  not  know  who  wrote  his  name.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  was  a  qualified  voter  or  not. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — State  if,  in  the  conversation  with  John  Mc- 
Nally,  referred  to  in  your  testimony  in  chief,  he  told  you 
whether  or  not  he  claimed  his  residence  in  Prince  George's 
County  ? 

He  stated  that  he  desired  to  claim  his  residence  in  this 
county,  and  he  had  removed  his  family  to  Washington,  but 
wished  still  to  vote  in  this  county. 

2d  Question.- — State  whether  you  examined  the  open  ticket 
voted  by  George  Locker,  and  whether  you  can  say  none  of 
the  Republican  names  on  said  ticket  had  been  scratched  off? 

I  examined  his  ticket  closely,  and  can  say  that  none  of  the 
Republican  names  were  scratched  off.  I  had  occasion  to  do 
this,  because  he  had  been  stating  for  more  than  a  year  that  he 
should  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  where  B.  P.  Gwynn  and 
son,-  referred  to  in  your  testimony,  are  now  residing  ?  If  yea, 
state  how  long  they  have  resided  there. 

They  have  resided  in  Baltimore  City  for  two  or  three  years, 
but  they  voted  in  the  county  two  years  ago.  I  don't  know 
whether  they  voted  here  last  year.  They  were  not  at  the 
polls  of  the  election  held  on  the  4th  November,  1873. 

WM.  A.  JARBOE. 

Test:  James  Harris. 
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Deposition  No.  9. 

Charles  C.  Hill,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  Magruder,  counsel  for  Mr.  Brooke : 

1st  Question.—  State  your  name,  age,  occupation  and  resi- 
dence, and  in  what  Election  District  did  you  vote  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  Charles  C.  Hill ;  age,  52  years  ;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  residence  in  Prince  George's  County,  and  voted  in 
Marlboro'  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  minors 
who  voted  with  the  Republican  party  at  said  election  ?  If  yea, 
give  their  names. 

I  was  told  that  Tom  Holland's  son,  a  colored  boy  who  goes 
by  the  name  of  "  Fellow,"  voted  here.  I  say  he  is  a  minor, 
because  I  have  a  register,  kept  by  my  father,  and  the  name  of 
Teresa,  a  sister  of  said  boy,  called  "  Fellow,"  will  be  twenty 
years  old  next  January,  1874  ;  she  is  the  oldest  child,  and  I 
think  the  boy  "  Fellow"  is  next  to  her  in  age.  I  suppose  he 
is  about  19  years  old  ;  am  positive  he  is  not  twenty-one.  I  do 
not  know  how  said  party  voted  or  whether  he  voted  at  all ; 
nor  do  I  know  his  name  other  than  stated  above,  but  he  is  the 
child  of  Tom  Holland.  I  was  told  by  the  Registrar  that  he 
registered  him  on  the  faith  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Tolson. 

CHARLES  C.  HILL. 
Test :     James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  10. 
Basil  T.  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  : 
By, Mr.  Magruder,  Jr.,  counsel  for  Mr.  Brooke  : 
1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation  and  place 
of  residence,  and  in  what  Election  District  you  voted  on  the 
4th  day  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  Basil  T.  Brown  ;  age,  34  years  ;  occupation,  far- 
mer, and  reside  in  Marlboro'  District,  and  voted  in  Upper 
Marlboro'  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873,  at  the  election  held 
on  that  day. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  inter- 
ference, by  candidates  or  other  parties,  with  any  voter  or  voters 
at  said  election,  and  state,  further,  whether  you  know  of  any 
intimidation  of  voters  at  said  election  ? 
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On  the  day  of  the  election,  Mr.  Widdicombe,  who  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Clerk  of  the  County,  stood  in  the  Court 
House  door  and  made  parties  show  him  their  tickets  ;  from 
those  who  had  not  Eepublican  but  had  Democratic  tickets  he 
took  the  Democratic  tickets  away  and  gave  them  Eepublican 
tickets  that  had  the  figure  three  (3)  on  them  ;  does  not  know 
whether  the  figure  was  on  the  outside  or  inside  of  said  tickets. 
He  put  the  Democratic  tickets  in  his  pocket  that  he  took  from 
the  voters.  He  does  not  know  of  any  intimidation  of  voters 
on  the  day  of  election  except  about  these  tickets. 

Cross-examined  by  Merrick,  counsel  for  Mr.  Widdicombe : 

1st  Question. — State  whether  the  parties,  at  whose  tickets 
Mr.  Widdicombe  looked,  showed  them  willingly,  or  whether 
he  used  any  force  or  violence  to  obtain  the  same  ? 

He  would  not  let  them  enter  the  door  to  the  polls  until  they 
showed  their  tickets.  Mr.  Widdicombe  was  on  the  second 
step  of  the  outside  Court  House  door.  He  used  no  violence 
or  force  except  to  take  the  parties  by  the  arm  and  requested 
them  to  show  their  tickets.  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  could 
get  in  the  Court  House  door  without  showing  his  ticket.  I 
did  not  see  any  one  go  in  the  door  without  showing  Mi.  Wid- 
dicombe his  ticket. 

2d  Question. — How  long  did  Mr.  Widdicombe  remain  at  the 
door  looking  at  these  tickets  ? 

He  remained  there  about  two  hours  in  the  morning  ;  shortly 
after  Mr.  Widdicombe  left  the  door,  I  went  out  of  Marlboro'. 

3<i  Question.- — After  Mr.  Widdicombe  looked  at  these  tickets, 
did  he  remain  at  the  door  or  did  he  go  with  the  parties  to  the 
ballot-box  ? 

He  remained  at  the  door. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  prevented  on  that 
day  from  voting  by  Mr.  Widdicombe  because  said  party,  or 
parties,  would  not  show  his  ballot,  or  any  other  cause  ? 

I  do  not,  except  that  the  parties  had  to  show  their  tickets. 

5th  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  the  tickets  taken  by 
Mr.  Widdicombe  were  Democratic  tickets,  and  did  you  see  the 
face  of  the  same,  and  how  do  you  know  the  tickets  given  by 
Mr.  Widdicombe  in  their  stead  were  Eepublican  tickets  ? 

Because  I  was  close  enough  to  see  and  read  them,  and  did 
see  the  face  of  all  the  tickets  that  Mr.  Widdicombe  took  from 
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the  parties.  I  could  tell  that  the  tickets  given  in  the  place  of 
the  others  were  Republican  tickets  by  the  figure  three  being 
printed  on  them,  and  Mr.  Widdicombe  took  the  tickets  from 
his  pocket. 

Qth  Question. — State  how  many  Democratic  tickets  you  saw 
Mr.  Widdicombe  take  from  voters,  and  how  many  Republican 
tickets  you  saw  him  give  in  their  stead. 

I  saw  him  take  three  Democratic  tickets  and  give  three  Re- 
publican tickets  in  their  place.  Those  were  all  the  Demo- 
cratic tickets  I  saw  him  take. 

^Ith  Question.' — Could  not  the  parties  from  whom  you  saw 
Mr.  Widdicombe  take  the  Democratic  tickets  have  procured 
other  Democratic  tickets-on  their  way  to  the  ballot-box,  or  at 
the  ballot-box,  if  they  chose  ? 

I  do  not  know  whether  they  could  or  not. 

8th  Question. — Could  not  said  parties  have  refrained  from 
voting  the  tickets  given  them  by  Mr.  Widdicombe,  if  they 
chose  ? 

I  don't  know  about  that. 

BASIL  T.  BROWN. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  11. 

Joseph  K.  Roberts,  Jr.,  first  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

By  Mr.  Magruder,  Jr.,  counsel  for  Mr.  Brooke: 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation  and  resi- 
dence, and  "state  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the 
day  of  election,  November  4th,  1873. 

My  name  is  Joseph  K.  Roberts ;  age,  32  years  ;  occupation, 
attorney-at-law  ;  residence  is  in  Marlboro'  District,  Prince 
George's  County,  where  I  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  of  the  said 
county  or  State  who  voted  with  the  Republican  party  at  the 
said  election,  and  how  long  since  each  of  said  parties  removed 
from  said  county,  and  where  do  they  now  reside  ? 

I  saw  Y^illiam  Orme,  who  has  not  been  a  resident  of  this 
county,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  for  two  years,  and  who 
told  me  this  fall,  prior  to  the  election,  that  he  resided  in 
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"Washington,  vote  here.  I  did  not  read  his  ticket,  but  from 
the  appearanee  of  the  ticket,  and  the  company  in  which  he 
voted,  I  think  I  could  safely  infer  that  it  was  a  Bepublican 
ticket.  I  protested  against  his  voting  at  the  time  to  him,  and 
told  him  I  did  not  think  he  was  entitled  to  vote  in  this  county. 
I  saw  no  other  non-resident  deposit  their  ballots,  but  I  am 
satisfied  that  Mr.  Eugene  Brooke,  Mr.  Albert  Brooke  and 
George  Bowling,  colored,  have  not  resided  in  this  county 
within  twelve  months  before  said  election. 

od  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  interference  by  candi- 
dates or  other  parties  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said  election, 
and  state  further  whether  you  know  of  any  intimidation  of 
voters  at  the  same  ? 

I  reached  the  polls  the  election  day  about  half-past  nine 
o'clock  ;  when  I  got  there  I  found  the  front  door  of  the  Court 
House  leading  to  the  polls,  the  polls  being  held  in  the  Court 
House,  blockaded  up  entirely  by  a  mass  and  crowd  of  colored 
people,  seeking  their  turn  to  vote  ;  that  crowd  extended  from 
the  Court  House  door,  occupied  the  entire  vestibule  of  the 
Court  House,  between  the  outer  and  inner  door,  and  more 
than  half  way  of  the  Court  House  yard,  a  distance  of  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  yards.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  any 
voter  other  than  those  in  those  ranks  to  deposit  a  vote,  except 
an  occasional  white  voter,  who  was  permitted  by  the  guards 
there  stationed  to  approach  the  ballot-box  through  the  rear 
door  of  the  Court  House.  Those  guards  were  there  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  persons  from  entering  the  Court  House 
through  that  door.  I  at  once  saw  the  injustice  that  such  pro- 
ceeding would  work.  I  saw  voters,  both  white  and  black, 
who  professed  a  desire  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  who  were 
unable  to  gain  admission  to  the  polls  at  that  time.  I  then 
went,  together  with  one  or  two  other  gentlemen,  and  sug- 
gested to  the  Judges  of  the  Election  that  it  was  impossible 
to  have  a  fair  election  in  the  manner  things  were  then  con- 
ducted, and  suggested  that  it  was  but  fair  and  proper  that  ad- 
mi  ssion  of  voters  should  be  permitted  through  the  rear 
door  of  the  Court  House.  I  thought  that  such  had  been  the 
custom  heretofore.  The  Judges,  and  particularly  Mr.  Flint, 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Election,  did  not  seem  willing  to 
grant  this  permission,  stating  that  they  had  determined  to 
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permit  voters  only  through  the  front  door  of  the  Court  House. 
I  then  asked  them  to  have  the  vestibule  of  the  Court  House 
cleared  so  that  both  parties  might  have  equal  access  to  the 
polls.  Such  an  order  was  issued  to  the  officers  deputized  for 
the  occasion.  I  then  went  out  of  the  Court  House  and  around 
to  the  front  door,  where  I  saw  Mr.  Wedding,  one  of  the  offi- 
cers, attempting  to  carry  out  the  order,  but  who  most  signally 
failed.  I  approached  him  and  told  him  that  we  required  that 
that  order  should  be  carried  into  effect.  He  told  me  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  do  it.  I  told  him  that  he  was  an  officer 
of  the  law  ;  that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  it,  if  necessary  by  force. 
He  said  he  did  not  wish  to  kill  any  body,  and  could  not  do  it 
unless  he  did,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  then  went  with  Mr. 
William  B.  Hill,  Charles  Hill,  I  think,  and  one  or  two  other 
gentlemen,  back  into  the  Court  House,  told  the  Judges  what 
Mr.  Wedding  had  stated ;  told  them  that  free  access  to  the 
polls  was  impossible,  and  that  unless  the  rear  door  of  the 
Court  House  was  opened  so  that  voters  might  approach  the 
polls  through  it,  that  many  parties  would  leave  before  voting, 
and  that  we  would  not  submit  to  the  election.  I  then  sug- 
gested that  they  allow  five  voters  to  approach  at  one  door  and 
vote,  and  at  the  other,  alternately ;  such  an  order  was  passed, 
and  then,  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  rear  door  was  opened  and 
free  access  was  permitted  in  the  manner  above  indicated. 
From  that  time  the  balloting  was  properly  conducted.  I  also 
saw  Captain  Widdicombe,  who  was  standing  near  the  ballot- 
box  most  of  the  forenoon  of  the  day,  examine  the  tickets  of  the 
colored  voters  as  they  approached  the  ballot-box.  It  was  un- 
usual, and  I  took  particular  notice  of  it  foi>  some  time.  I 
finally  approached  some  of  the  parties  whose  tickets  he  was 
then  examining,  and  who  appeared  to  me  to  think  he  had  a 
right  to  do  it,  and  told  them  Mr.  Widdicombe  had  no  right 
to  examine  their  tickets  ;  and  asked  them  why  they  were 
showing  them  to  him  ;  they  replied  he  asked  them  to  do  so. 
I  again  told  them  he  had  no  right  to  examine  their  tickets. 
He  replied  that  he  had  a  right  to  examine  them  if  they 
thought  proper  to  show  them  to  him.  I  told  him  yes,  he  had 
a  right  to  examine  them  if  they  thought  proper  voluntarily  to 
show  them,  but  he  had  no  right  to  stand  at  the  ballot-box  and 
demand  them  to  show  their  tickets.     Mr.  Widdicombe  used 
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.110  violence  to  make  the  party  show  hirn  their  tickets,  but  the 
impression  made  upon  my  mind  by  the  peculiar  manner  in 
which  he  approached  the  colored  voters  and  asked  to  see  their 
tickets,  was  that  they  thought  it  was  their  duty  and  they 
were  obliged  to  do  it.  I  will  give  a  reason  why  this  impres- 
sion was  made  upon  me.  I  saw  a  young  colored  man  ap- 
proach the  ballot-bos  to  vote  ;  was  told  that  he  resided  at  Mr. 
Charles  C.  Hill's  ;  John  W.  Belt,  of  Oak  Grove,  was  at  that 
time  standing  with  his  back  to  me  and  the  ballot-box,  con- 
versing with  some  one,  and  I  think  with  Mr.  Richard  Sasscer. 
I  saw  Mr.  Widclicombe  ask  to  see  his  ticket,  and  he  handed 
it  to  him  ;  just  then  Mr.  Belt  turned  and  asked  this  man  if  he 
had  voted,  and  he  said  no,  and  approaching  Mr.  Widclicombe, 
said,  you  have  my  ticket.  Mr.  Widdicombe  handed  him  a 
ticket  which  looked  to  me  very  much  like  a  Republican  ticket, 
though  I  did  not  see  the  names.  The  Judges  of  the  Election 
were  calling  upon  him  to  vote  ;  he  walked  up  at  the  instant, 
deposited  the  ticket  Mr.  Widdicombe  had  handed  him,  and 
turned  away.  I  heard  Mr.  Belt  say  something  to  him  about 
voting,  but  I  did  not  catch  his  remark,  when  Mr.  Widcli- 
combe also  walked  away:,  and  we  picked  up  from  where  he  had 
been  standing  a  Democratic  ticket,  which  Mr.  Belt  said  was 
this  man's  ticket ;  it  was  rolled  up  and  had  every  appearance 
of  a  ticket  to  be  voted.  So  far  as  I  know  there  was  no  mark 
on  the  ticket  to  designate  that  from  any  other  Democratic 
ticket,  but,  from  surrounding  circumstances,  I  judged  that  it 
was  this  man's  ticket. 

Mil  Question.- — Do  you  know  in  what  election  district  of 
said  county  the"  same  Robert  S.  Widdicombe  is  a  registered 
voter,  and  whether  or  not  he  voted  there  at  said  election  ? 

Capt.  Widdicombe  is  a  resident  of  Second  Election  District 
of  said  county.  I  am  sure  he  did  not  vote  in  that  district ; 
he  was  in  the  Third  District  all  day. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  how  these  guards  came  to  be 
stationed  at  the  back  door  ? 

I  presume  by  the  Judges  of  the  Election  ;  they  were  resi- 
dents of  the  district,  and  deputized  for  the  occasion  to  pre- 
vent voting:  through  the  back  door; 
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2d  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  William  Orme,  Eugene 
Brooke,  Albert  Brooke  and  George  Bowling  have  removed 
permanently  from  the  county,  and  what  reply,  if  any,  the 
said  Orme  made  to  you  on  the  day  of  the  election  when  you 
protested  against  his  right  to  vote  ? 

I  know  that  William  Orme  told  me  that  he  was  living  in 
Washington  City  ;  I  know  that  he  has  been  absent  from  the 
county  about  two  years  ;  I  know  that  George  Bowling  has 
been  a  resident  of  Washington  City  since,  I  think,  January, 
1871,  if  what  he  told  me  was  true.  He  gave  me  his  number 
of  residence  in  Washington  to  write  to  him.  Mr.  Eugene 
Brooke  and  Albert  Brooke  reside  in  Washington,  if  general 
reputation  can  be  relied  on.  I  do  not  know  personally  where 
they  reside,  nor  do  I  know  the  intention  of  any  of  the  said 
parties. 

3d  Question. — Was  there  or  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  No- 
vember, 1873,  in  Marlboro'  District,  for  every  one  wishing  to 
vote  to  have  done  so  if  they  were  disposed  to  wait  ? 

There  was  ample  opportunity  for  voters  to  vote,  but  the 
manner  in  which  the  voting  was  conducted  in  early  morning 
was  undoubtedly  calculated  to  influence  and  intimidate  voting 
in  favor  of  the  Bepublican  ticket. 

JOSEPH  K.  EOBERTS. 

Test :     James  Harris. 

Thereupon  the  taking  of  this  testimony  is  adjourned  until 
to-morning  morning,  9^  o'clock,  A.  M. 


December  23d,  1873. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  12. 
James  H.  Ritchie,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 
Mr.  Merrick,  counsel  *for  Mr.  Widdicombe,  after  the  first 
question  was  propounded,  and  before  it  was  answered,  ob- 
jected to  the  examination  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  for  the  reason  that 
his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  witnesses  in  the  notice 
served  upon  Mr.  Widdicombe,  as  required  by  Section  59, 
Article  35,  of  the  Code. 
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1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence  and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th 
November,  1873? 

My  name  is  James  H.  Kitchie  ;  age,  27  years ;  occupation, 
Deputy  Clerk  under  Mr.  Brooke  ;  reside  in  Upper  Marlboro', 
and  voted  in  the  Third  Election  District  of  Prince  George's 
County,  on  the  4th  November,  1873. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  non-resi- 
dents of  Prince  George's  County  or  the  State  of  Maryland  who 
voted  with  the  Eepublican  party  at  said  election  ?  If  yea, 
state  how  many  and  give  their  names ;  state  all  you  know 
about  it. 

I  know  one  Samuel  Williams,  a  colored  man,  who  told  me 
himself  that  he  resided  in  Washington  City  ;  he  told  me  this 
on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  that  he  voted  the  Eepublican 
ticket ;  and  also  that  he  had  voted  in  Washington  City  ;  he 
did  not  say  when  he  had  voted  in  Washington ;  I  think  he 
left  here  last  winter. 

3d  Question. — Did  you  or  did  you  not  leave  a  notice  of  the 
taking  of  testimony,  while  acting  as  Deputy  Sheriff  in  this 
case,  at  the  residence  of  Kobert  S.  Widdicombe  ?  If  yea,  how 
long  did  you  remain  there  for  the  purpose  of  giving  said 
notice  ? 

Mr.  Merrick  here  excepted  to  the  interrogatory,  because  it 
is  not  embraced  in  the  notice  as  one  of  the  things  to  be  proved 
by  the  Contestant. 

I  did  leave  a  notice  at  Mr.  Widdicombe 's  house  with  his 
wife,  or  with  a  lady  I  supposed  to  be  his  wife.  I  remained  at 
the  house  for  perhaps  a  half  hour.  She  told  me  that  Mr. 
Widdicombe  was  in  Washington  ;  I  went  to  Washington  the 
same  day  and  saw  Mr.  Widdicombe,  and  told  him  that  I  had 
been  to  his  house  and  left  a  notice  there  for  him  :  I  told  him 
the  notice  contained  the  list  of  witnesses  and  what  Mr.  Brooke 
expected  to  prove  by  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick  :   ' 

1st  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  in  whose  hand-writing 
was  the  notice  you  left  at  Mr.  Widdicombe' s  house. 

Notice  I  left  with  Mr.  Widdicombe  was  in  the  hand-writing 
of  Mr.  Brooke. 

2d  Question, — Look  at  the  paper  now  shown  you  and  state 
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in  Avliose  hand-writing  the  same  is,  and  whether  or  not  it  is 
the  notice  left  by  you  at  Mr.  Widdicombe's  house. 

It  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Henry  Brooke,  and  is  the 
paper  I  left  at  Mr.  Widdicombe's  house. 

3c?  Question. — Look  at  said  notice  and  say  whether  or  not 
your  name  appears  in  the  list  of  witnesses  there  given. 

It  does  not. 

JAMES  H.  EITCHIE. 

Test :  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  13. 

Jeremiah  Coferen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  Jeremiah  Coffren  ;  age,  30  years ;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  residence,  Prince  George's  County,  and  voted  in  the 
Fourth  Election  District  of  said  county. 

2d  Question. — Are  you  or  are  you  not  the  Officer  of  Begis- 
tration  of  said  election  district  ? 

I  am. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  minors 
who  voted  at  the  polls  in  said  election  district  on  said  election 
day  ?  If  yea,  state  how  many,  give  their  names,  and  how  you 
know  them  to  have  been  minors  on  said  election  day.  Did 
or  did  not  said  parties  vote  with  the'Bepublican  party  on  that 
day? 

I  can't  state  definitely  that  they  are  minors  or  not,  but  will 
give  you  my  reasons  for  thinking  they  were.  Ambrose  Car- 
roll and  Hamilton  Carroll  I  believe  to  be  minors  ;  did  not  see 
either  of  them  vote  ;  Ambrose  Carroll  told  me  he  voted  at  the 
polls  in  Nottingham.  My  reasons  for  believing  them  to  be 
minors  are  because  I  hired  them  from  their  father,  Bobert 
Carroll,  as  minors,  who  always  received  their  hire  ;  at  times 
he  told  me  to  pay  the  hire  to  themselves.  I  believe  them  to 
be  minors  for  this  reason  :  They  came  to  me  to  be  registered ; 
I  refused  them,  unless  they  would  produce  evidence  that  they 
were  twenty-one  years  old.  They  produced  then  their  father 
and  mother.     I  asked  them  why  that  they  now  say  (meaning 
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the  day  of  registration)  that  the  said  boys  are  twenty-one, 
when  they  had  been  saying  all  the  year  that  said  boys  were 
not  twenty-one.  They  stated  to  me  then  that  said  boys  are 
twins  ;  were  born  at  the  time  Dr.  John  H.  Skinner  was  away 
on  the  trial  of  Dr.  Worthington  for  the  shooting  of  Charles 
Crook.  They  said  that  that  trial  was  in  1851.  I  would  not 
register  them  upon  that  testimony,  and  they  then  swore  that 
the  said  boys  were  twenty-one  years  of  age.  I  then  registered 
them.  Their  mother  came  to  me  on  the  Saturday  before  the 
election  day  and  asked  me  could  I  strike  their  names  from  the 
books  of  registration  ;  that  she  had  been  satisfied  that  she  had 
made  a  mistake  in  their  age  ;  she  was  satisfied  that  they  were 
not  old  enough  to  vote,  and  hereafter  she  would  do  what  she 
thought  was  right,  and  not  take  the  advice  of  others.  The 
boy,  Ambrose  Carroll,  also  requested  me  to  strike  his  name 
off  the  books  of  registration.  I  told  them  that  the  books  of 
registration  were  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  county,  and  I 
could  not  strike  them  off.  I  told  them  that  I  had  only  the  cer- 
tified copy  in  the  house,  and  that  I  could  not  take  them  off 
one  book  without  I  had  the  power  to  take  them  off  all.  Am- 
brose then  said  that  he  would  not  vote  ;  would  not  go  to  the 
polls.  Ambrose  told  me  since  the  election  that  he  voted  for 
Mr.  Widdicombe.  I  did  not  see  Hamilton  at  the  election,  that 
I  remember. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Merrick  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  that  the  two  minors 
alluded  to  above,  after  being  registered  by  you,  were  told  or 
threatened  by  any  person  or  persons  that  if  they  voted  they 
would  be  prosecuted  for  perjury,  and  whether  or  not  any  efforts 
were  made  to  deter  the  said  parties  from  voting  ?  If  yea,  state 
by  whom. 

I  do  not.  They  asked  me  what  would  be  the  result  in  the 
case  if  they  did  not  vote,  and  I  told  them  that  if  they  did  not 
vote,  it  was  likely  to  remain  quietly  as  it  was.  To  the  above 
questions  he  answered,  I  do  not. 

2d  Question.-— Is  what  you  say  about  their  ages  since  you 
registered  them,  derived  from  hearsay  or  actual  knowledge  ? 

Part  of  it  is  derived  from  others,  and  part  from  the  Clerk's 
Office.  I  say  that  this  trial,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  took 
place  in  1853. 


Brooke  vs.  Widdicombe.  4 1 

3c?  Question. — Who  showed  you  the  information  you  derived 
in  the  Clerk's  Office? 

Mr.  A.  T.  Brooke  and  Mr.  Henry  Brooke. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  that  that  was  the  record  of  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Worthington  for  the  shooting  of  Crook,  except 
from  what  Mr.  A.  T.  and  Henry  Brooke  told  you  ? 

I  do  not. 

5th  Question. — How  came  Ambrose  Carroll  to  tell  you  that 
he  voted  for  Mr.  Widdicombe  ?  and  do  you  or  not  know  per- 
son or  persons  voting  the  Kepublican  ticket,  but  voting  for 
Mr.  Henry  Brooke  for  Clerk  ? 

It  was  in  a  general  conversation  with  the  hands  that  worked 
with  me,  that  I  asked  him  how  he  voted.  I  do  not  know  any 
person  voting  the  Bepublican  ticket,  and  voting  for  Mr.  Henry 
Brooke  for  Clerk. 

6th  Question. — Did  you  or  not,  on  the  day  of  election,  tell 
Mr.  H.  Eugene  Brooke  that  those  parties  were  entitled  to  vote  ? 

I  did  not. 

*lth  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  person 
or  persons  who,  from  intimidation  or  fear  of  violence,  were 
prevented  from  voting  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

I  do  not. 

JEREMIAH  COFFREN. 

Test :  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  14. 

John  S.  Ritchie,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  election  held  on  the  4th 
November,  1873? 

My  name  is  John  S.  Ritchie ;  age,  56  ;  occupation,  farmer 
in  Bladensburg  District,  Prince  George's  County.  I  voted  in 
said  district,  being  No.  2. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  qualified 
voters  who  were  prevented  from  voting  at  said  election  for  the 
Democratic  candidates  ?  If  yea,  please  give  their  names,  and 
state  where  they  resided  on  the  day  of  election. 

I  do  ;  Charles  Walker  and  John  Hays ;  they  are  white. 
They  resided  in  the  Second  District  of  said  county.     They 
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offered  to  vote,  and  their  ballots  were  refused  by  the  Judges 
of  the  Election,  because  their  names  did  not  appear  upon  the 
list  of  registered  qualified  voters.  I  know  that  Mr.  Hays  is  a 
qualified  voter,  because  I  have  seen  him  vote  there  time  after 
time,  and  I  don't  believe  he  ever  voted  anywhere  else.  He 
has  been  residing  in  said  district  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
and  still  resides  there.  Mr.  Walker  has  been  residing  in  said 
district  for  three  years.  They  both  told  me  that  they  wanted 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  if  the  Officers  of  Regis- 
tration  and  the  Judges  of  Election  in  Bladensburg  District 
are  Democrats  or  Republicans. 

I  suppose  the  Registration  Officer  is  a  Democrat ;  I  believe 
two  of  the  Judges  of  Election  are  Democrats,  and  the  other 
a  Republican. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  why  the  names  of  Charles 
Walker  and  John  Hays  were  not  upon  the  registration  list  ? 

I  do  not. 

HIS 

JOHN  S.  M   RITCHIE. 

3IAKK 

Test :    James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  15. 

Richard  Peach,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th 
day  of  November,  1873  (the  election  day). 

My  name  is  Richard  Peach ;  age,  40  years ;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  I  reside  in  Queen  Ann  District,  Prince  George's 
County,  where  I  voted  on  the  day  of  election. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  qualified 
voters  who  were  prevented  from  voting  for  the  Democratic 
candidates  by  intimidation  at  said  election  ? 

I  know  of  two,  who  stated  to  me  that  it  was  through  fear  that 
they  did  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  One  of  the  parties 
is  named  Elsey  Tilghman,  and  the  other  Jacob  Oakey.  Elsey 
Tilghman  voted,  and  told  me  that  the  Democratic  ticket  that 
he  had  was  taken  from  him  by  violence,  and  another  put  into 
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his  hand  ;  he  did  not  state  what  kind  of  ticket  was  put  into 
his  hand.  The  Democratic  ticket  was  taken  from  him  by  the 
crowd,  by  whom  he  meant  the  Republicans.  Oakey  did  not 
vote,  and  he  stated  to  me  that  it  was  through  fear  and  intimi- 
dation that  he  did  not  vote.  He  did  not  state  by  whom  he 
was  intimidated  ;  that  is,  by  no  separate  individual,  but  by 
the  opposing  party,  meaning  the  Republican  party. 
Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  whether  you  gave  tickets 
to  either  of  these  men  ;  if  yea,  where  you  gave  them,  and  with 
whom  they  went  to  the  polls,  and  how  you  know  that  Oakey 
did  not  vote  ? 

I  gave  Democratic  tickets  to  both  of  these  men,  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's Bridge,  Anne  Arundel  County,  at  their  request.  Jacob 
Oakey  came  to  the  polls  by  himself.  I  do  not  know  who  came 
with  Tilghman.  I  know  that  Oakey  did  not  vote,  because  I 
was  one  of  the  Judges  of  Election. 

2c?  Question. — State  if  there  was  not  ample  opportunity  and 
time  between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote,  to  do  so  ? 

There  was.  Not  to  my  knowledge  did  Oakey  offer  to 
vote.  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  any  person 
prevented  by  violence  or  intimidation  from  voting  on  the  day 
of  election. 

3d  Question. — Did  you  mark  either  of  the  tickets  given  by 
you  to  the  above-named  parties,  or  any  other  tickets  given  by 
you  to  voters,  so  that  you  might  know  whether  they  had  been 
voted  or  not  ? 

I  did  mark  the  tickets  given  by  me  to  the  said  parties  by 
writing  on  them  the  words  "true  blue." 

4th  Question. — Did  you  examine  the  tickets  after  the  polls 
were  closed  to  see  whether  those  tickets  had  been  voted  or  not, 
and  if  so,  did  you  find  them  ? 

I  examined  every  ticket  that  was  taken  out  of  the  poll-box 
for  that  purpose,  and  did  not  find  them. 

bth  Question. — -State  whether,  after  failing  to  find  these 
tickets,  you  asked  the  above-named  parties  why  they  had  not 
voted  them,  and  if  the  statement  made  by  them,  as  given 
above,  was  in  response  to  such  inquiry  ? 
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I  did  ask  them,  and  their  statement  was  in  reply  to  that 
question.  These  parties  reside  in  Queen  Ann  District,  on  Dr. 
Joseph  I.  Duvall's  place. 

EICHARD  PEACH. 

Test:    James  Harris. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  Friday,  December  26th,  1873, 
at  11  o'clock  A.  M. 


Friday,  December  26th,  1873. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  16. 

Dr.  Frederick  Sasscer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

My  name  is  Frederick  Sasscer ;  age,  46  ;  occupation,  farmer  ; 
residence,  Upper  Marlboro';  I  voted  in  the  Third  Election 
District  of  Prince  George's  County. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  non-resi- 
dents of  this  county  or  State  who  voted  with  the  Eepublican 
party  at  said  election  ;  if  yea,  please  give  their  names,  how 
many  there  are,  how  long  since  each  of  said  parties  left  this 
county,  and  where  do  they  now  reside  ? 

I  think  I  know  three  who  are  non-residents,  viz :  Charles 
Marshall,  David  White  and  Peter  Greenleaf.  Charles  Mar- 
shall, who  lived  with  me,  left  the  county,  I  am  certain,  at 
least  two  years  ago  and  went  to  Washington,  where  he  now 
resides  ;  the  reason  I  know,  he  told  me  the  last  week  in  conver- 
sation with  him  in  Washington,  that  he  still  lived  there- 
David  White  and  Peter  Greenleaf  lived  with  Mr.  Richard 
B.  B.  Chew,  and  left  him  one  year  ago  and  went  to  Wash- 
ington to  live.  •  I  can't  say  positively  that  the  last  two  voted 
the  Republican  ticket,  but  supposed  they  did,  as  they  were  with 
the  body  of  colored  Republican  voters  until  the  mass  of  voting 
was  over.  Charles  Marshall  admitted  to  me  that  he  voted  the 
Republican  ticket. 
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3c?  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  interference  by  candi- 
dates or  other  parties  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said  election  ? 
State  further,  whether  or  not  you  know  of  any  intimidation  of 
voters  at  said  election  ?     If  yea,  state  it  fully  ? 

I  know  of  no  interference  by  any  candidate,  but  I  think  the 
interference  of  parties  from  Washington  went  very  far  to  preju- 
dice the  result  of  the  voting  in  this  district.  One  party }  who 
had  always  said  that  he  intended  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  was  going  up  to  the  Court  House  with  me  to  vote,  was 
taken  away  by  a  colored  Federal  office  holder  and  placed 
within  the  ranks  of  colored  men  at  the  Court  House  door, 
pushed  into  the  Court  House,  where  I  could  not  possibly  get 
at  the  time,  and  voted.  His  name  is  Joseph  Galloway.  There 
was  a  colored  man  from  Washington  City  haranguing  for 
nearly  an  hour  and  a  half  in  front  of  the  Court  House  ;  the 
character  of  his  speeclr,  I  think,  prevented  many  from  voting 
the  Democratic  ticket  who  would  otherwise  have  done  so. 
The  said  Joseph  Galloway  was  with  force  jerked  from  me. 
There  was  fully  one  dozen  colored  men  from  Washington,  in- 
cluding the  band,  which  was  playing  at  the  time,  who  were 
in  the  Court  House  yard  manipulating  the  voters. 

4th  Question. — Was  or  was  not  said  election  fairly  conducted 
at  your  polls,  in  your  opinion,  and  was  the  result  a  fair  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiments  of  the  voters  ? 

I  do  not  think  the  election  was  fairly  conducted,  nor  do  I 
think  that  the  result  was  a  fair  expression  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  voters. 
Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  that  Charles  Marshall,  David 
White  and  Peter  Greenleaf  have  been  out  of  the  county  for 
more  than  a  year,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  was  their  purpose  to 
reside  permanently  out  of  the  county  ? 

I  know  that  Charles  Marshall  has  been  out  of  the  county 
for  more  than  a  year,  and  when  he  left  me  he  stated  his  pur- 
pose was  to  reside  in  Washington.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
other  two  have  been  away  quite  twelve  months,  but,  before 
they  left,  I  wanted  to  hire  them  ;  they  told  me  that  they  in- 
tended to  leave  the  county  and  reside  in  Washington.  It  has 
been  a  year  since  the  above  conversation,  and  they  may  have 
remained  some  time  in  the  county  after  the  conversation  with- 
out my  knowledge.  m 
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2c?  Question.- — Do  you  know  whether  either  of  the  parties 
referred  to  voted  in  any  other  place  since  they  left  ? 

I  do  not. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  the  names  of  the 
parties  referred  to  appeared  upon  the  list  of  qualified  voters 
furnished  to  the  Judges  of  Election  ? 

I  do  not. 

Uh  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they  voted  the 
Eepublican  ticket  ? 

I  only  supposed  so  from  the  facts  and  reasons  given  in  my 
answer  to  the  second  interrogatory  in  chief. 

oth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  objection,  on  the  day 
of  election,  to  those  parties  voting  because  they  had  resided 
out  of  the  district  ? 

I  do  not. 

6th  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  Joseph  Galloway  re- 
sisted or  objected  to  go  with  the  parties  who  took  him  from 
you  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  whether  or  not  he  voted 
the  Eepublican  ticket  ? 

He  did  not  resist ;  he  was  too  much  frightened  to  do  so  ;  I 
know  not  what  ticket  he  voted. 

*lth  Question. — Had  you  any  conversation  with  Joseph  Gal- 
loway prior  to  his  being  taken  from  you,  and  whether,  at  your 
request,  he  had  consented  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  ? 

I  heard  him  say  frequently,  prior  to  the  election,  that  he 
intended  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  On  the  morning  of 
the  election  I  saw  this  colored  Federal  office-holder  talking 
with  him  at  the  Court  House  fence.  I  went  to  him  then  and 
asked  him  to  vote,  probably  I  took  hold  of  him  by  the  arm, 
and  he  readily  came  with  me. 

8th  Question. — What  was  the  name  of  this  colored  Federal 
office-holder,  and  was  he  a  voter  in  this  district  ? 

I  do  not  know  his  name  ;  I  heard  him  say  he  was  a  Federal 
office-holder  ;  I  am  certain  he  never  was  a  voter  in  this  district. 

9th  Question. — State  whether  or  not  it  was  after  you  had 
taken  Joseph  Galloway  from  the  colored  Federal  office-holder 
that  he  took  him  from  you  ? 

It  was  after  he  left  the  place. 

10th  Question. — You  say  that  there  was  a  colored  man  harang- 
uing the  voters  ;  state  how  far  it  was   from  the  polls   his 
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speech  was  being  made,  and  whether  you  noted  his  remarks 
and  what  the  substance  of  them  was  ? 

I  suppose  he  was  about  ten  or  fifteen  feet  from  the  walls  of 
the  Court  House  ;  be  was  a  good  speaker,  and,  among  other 
things  which  I  beard  him  say,  " that  the  angels  of  the  mur- 
dered colored  people  of  the  South  were  looking  down  from 
Heaven  upon  them,  and  if  they  voted  the  Democratic  ticket 
that  they  could  not  expect  to  join  them  in  Heaven."  The 
ranting  of  bis  speech  was  more  in  the  character  of  a  Methodist 
preacher. 

11th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  time  and  opportunity 
for  all  voters,  between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls 
on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  to  cast  their  votes,  if  they 
wished  to  remain  during  the  day  until  the  crowd  had  voted  ? 

I  think  all  who  remained  in  town  had  time  to  vote. 

12th  Question. — Has  it  not  been  usual  at  all  elections  since 
the  colored  people  have  been  voting,  for  their  vote  to  be  cast 
in  a  body  during  the  first  hour  or  two  of  the  election,  the 
white  people  preferring  to  wait  until  the  rush  was  over  ? 

It  has  been  the  custom,  I  believe  ;  but  I  never  saw  so  much 
foreign  influence  used  before  to  put  all  other  colored  peojfle  in 
the  body  of  voters.  The  white  people,  I  think,  have  waited 
more  from  necessity  than  choice  heretofore. 

loth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 
by  violence  or  force  from  voting  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873  ?     If  so,  name  him. 

I  saw  this  old  colored  man,  Alec  Gross,  who  stated  in  my 
hearing  that  he  had  been  so  badly  injured  in  his  shoulder  that 
he  must  go  home.  T  do  not  know  whether  he  offered  to  vote. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  received  those  injuries  in  attempting 
to  vote,  of  my  own  knowledge,  except  from  heresay. 

14th  Question. — Did  you  use  any  influence  with,  or  make 
any  promises  to  Joseph  G-alloway  or  others,  to  induce  him  or 
them  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  ? 

I  made  no  promises  to  any  one ;  I  used  no  influence,  except 
legitimate. 

15th  Question. — "Were  not  a  majority  of  the  Judges  cou- 
nting said  election 

i  think  they  were. 


ducting  said  election  Democrats  ? 
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~[&h  Question. — Was  any  complaint  made  by  either  of  them 
that  the  election  was  not  being  conducted  fairly  during  the 
progress  of. said  election? 

I  did  not  see  either  of  the  Judges  that  day,  except  when  I 
voted  ;  I  did  not  talk  with  them. 

Vjth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  parties  who  voted  who 
were  Kepublicans  and  voted  for  Mr.  Brooke,  and  whether  any 
inducements  were  offered  them  to  do  so?  whether  any  parties 
were  threatened  with  a  loss  of  their  homes  if  they  did  not  vote 
for  Mr.  Brooke? 

I  know  some  Bepublicans  who  voted  for  him,  but  none  from 
threats  or  favors  granted  to  do  so. 

FEED.  SASSCEB. 

Test:    James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.    17. 

George  W.  Bichardson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  George  W.  Bichardson  ;  age,  47  ;  restaurant- 
keeper  ;  reside  in  Prince  George's  County,  and  voted  in  the 
Ninth  Election  District  of  said  county. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  non-resi- 
dents of  this  county  or  State  who  voted  with  the  Bepublican 
party  at  said  election  ?  If  yea,  please  give  their  names,  and 
how  long  since  each  of  said  parties  removed  from  the  county, 
and  where  do  they  now  reside? 

I  do  ;  John  McNally  and  Frank  Allen.  They  reside  in 
Washington  ;  they  both  voted  on  said  election  day.  They 
both  said  to  me  that  they  voted  with  the  Bepublican  party  at 
said  election.  Mr.  McNally  has  been  gone  from  the  county 
for  two  years,  and  Mr.  Allen  over  two  years. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  persons 
prevented  from  voting  the  Democratic  ticket  in  said  district  by 
intimidation  on  said  election  day?     If  yea,  please  name  them. 

No,  sir  ;  not  on  the  day  of  election. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  other  matter  or 
thing  that  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Contestant  in  this 
case  ?     If  yea,  please  state  it. 
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I  know  that  Mr.  Van  Robey,  the  night  before  the  election, 
took  a  man  away  by  force  that  wished  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket. 

[The  above  answer  was  excepted  to  by  Mr.  "Widdicombe  upon 
the  ground  that  it  was  not  pertinent  to  questions  contained  in 
the  notice  of  the  Contestant.] 

5t7i  Question. — Was  or  was  not  the  said  Van  Robey  a  can- 
didate on  the  Republican  ticket  ?  If  yea,  for  what  office  or 
position  was  he  running  ? 

He  was  a  candidate  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  House 
of  Delegates. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Did  you  see  either  John  McNally  or  Frank 
Allen  vote  on  said  election  day,  and  did  you  see  either  of 
them  vote  the  Republican  ticket  ? 

I  did  not  see  either  of  said  parties  vote  on  said  election  clay  ; 
they  had  not  got  there  when  I  left. 

Id  Question. — Do  you  know  that  John  McXally  and  Frank 
Allen  had  left  the  county,  at  the  time  of  said  election,  intend- 
ing to  reside  permanently  elsewhere  ? 

I  only  know  that  McNally  left  the  county  and  took  his 
family  with  him  to  Washington  to  work  in  the  Xavy  Yard, 
over  two  years  ago.  I  do  not  know  what  his  intentions  were. 
Frank  Allen  has  been  working  in  Washington  for  over  two 
years. 

3d  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  they  left  the  county 
with  their  families,  with  the  purpose  of  residing  permanently 
out  of  it  ? 

I  should  think  that  if  a  man  left  the  county  with  his  family, 
that  would  be  his  residence  where  he  worked. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  that  John  McNally  and  Frank 
Allen,  or  either  of  them,  voted  elsewhere  since  you  say  they 
left  the  county.     If  so,  state  how  you  know  it  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

5th  Question. — You  say  that  Mr.  Van  Robey  took  a  man 
away  the  night  before  the  election  ;  state  the  name  of  the  man, 
the  place  where  he  took  him  to,  and  from  whom  he  took  him, 
and  whether  any  violence  was  used,  or  any  resistance  made 
by  the  colored  man,  and  how  you  know  that  he  would  have 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket  ? 
4 
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I  do  not  know  Lis  name  ;  I  do  not  know  where  lie  took  him 
to  ;  he  took  him  in  his  buggy  and  carried  him  away.  I  saw 
Mr.  Bobey  sitting  in  his  buggy  with  his  pistol  cocked  and — 
(Mr.  Widdicombe  excepts  to  Mr.  Eichardson's  making  this 
correction  in  his  testimony,) — I  saw  some  three  or  four  razors 
drawn,  and  I  saw  two  or  three  whites  put  their  hands  in  their 
pockets — Mr.  Wm,  Allen  for  one — but  did  not  draw  anything. 
There  was  no  resistance  made  by  the  colored  man  after  they 
got  him  in  the  buggy  ;  they  had  to  pull  him  in.  The  colored 
man  told  me  he  was  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

6th  Question. — Do  you.  know  whether  this  colored  man  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket  or  not? 

I  don't  know.  I  supposed  he  voted  the  Republican  ticket, 
a«  he  was  marched  up  in  the  ranks.  I  did  not  see  him  vote 
or  offer  to  vote. 

^Ith  Question. — State  whether  or  not  Mr.  Jarboe  did  not. ask 
the  colored  man  if  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  assure  him,  if  he  did,  he  would  see  that  he  voted  it ;  and 
that  the  colored  man  said  he  wanted  to  go  with  Mr.  Eobey  ? 

He  did,  after  the  row  was  over,  say  that  he  did  want  to  go 
with  Mr.  Robey. 

StJi  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 
by  violence  or  force  from  voting  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873  ;  if  so,  name  him? 

I  know  of  none  on  the  day  of  election. 

9th  Question. — Were  a  majority  of  the  Judges  of  Election  of 
the  Ninth  District,  Democrats  ? 

They  were  not.     Two  were  Republicans  and  one  Democrat. 

10th  Question. — "Was  there  not  ample  time  between  the 
opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  for  all  qualified  voters  to  de- 
posit their  votes,  if  they  were  so  inclined? 

I  do  not  know.     I  left  a  short  time  after  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Re-called  by  the  Contestant  : 

~\st  Question. — Was  this  unknown  man  that  you  have  spoken 
of,  at  a  Democratic  meeting  or  not,  and  were  the  razors  spoken 
of,  drawn  by  the  parties  there  first,  or  by  those  who  came 
after  him  ? 

He  was  at  a  Democratic  meeting.  The  razors  were  drawn 
by  the  parties  who  came  after  I  got  there,  and  who  went  away 
following  Mr.  Robey  and  the  man. 
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Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Was  Mr.  Jarboe  trying  to  prevent  this  col- 
ored man  from  getting  into  the  bnggy  with  Mr.  Robey? 

I  did  not  see  him  trying  to  prevent  him  from  getting  into 
the  buggy  with  Mr.  Robey  ;  but  Mr.  Jarboe  said  that  if  he 
wanted  to  go  with  Mr.  Robey  and  vote  the  Republican  ticket. 
he  could  go  ;  if  not,  Mr.  Robey  could  not  take  him  away. 
The  colored  man  said  he  prefered  to  go  with  Mr.  Robey. 

HIS 

GEORGE  W.  H  RICHARDSON. 

MARK. 

Test:    James  Harris. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock 
A.  M. 


December  27th,  1873. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  18. 

John  Earnshaw,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  John  Earnshaw  ;  age  in  May,  53d  year  ;  occu- 
pation, farmer ;  I  reside  in  Queen  Anne  District,  Prince 
George's  County,  and  voted  in  the  Seventh  Election  District. 

Id  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  qualified 
voters  who  were  prevented  from  voting  the  Democratic  ticket 
at  said  election  ?  If  yea,  state  their  names,  and  how  many 
there  were  ? 

I  do  ;  Oden  Williams  and  Charles  Stewart  asked  me  on  the 
morning  of  the  election  to  give  them  Democratic  tickets  ;  they 
wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  Before  leaving  for  the 
polls,  Charlie  asked  me  to  fix  his  ticket  so  that  he  could  vote 
the  Radical  ticket  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr. 
Brooke ;  before  I  got  through  with  fixing  his  ticket  he  left, 
requesting  me  to  give  him  the  ticket  at  the  polls  ;  when  we 
got  to  Queen  Anne's  I  found  a  gang  of  negroes  standing  near 
the  polls,  that  is  about  fifty  yards  of  the  polls  ;  I  saw  them 
hail  Oden  Williams  ;  I  passed  on  myself;  that  is  about  as  far 
as  I  know  myself  up  to  that  time.     Some  time  after,  Williams- 
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came  to  me  and  said  they  took  his  ticket  away  from  him  and 
tore  it  up,  and  forced  him  to  vote  the  Radical  ticket.  Charlie 
Stewart,  the  day  after  the  election,  I  think — it  might  have  been 
two  days  after,  am  not  positive — said  to  me  :  "I  could  not  get 
to  you  at  the  polls  to  get  that  ticket  that  you  promised  to  give 
me  for  fear  that  they  would  see  me,  and  I  had  to  vote  the 
Eadical  ticket/'  I  have  a  son  living  in  Washington  City  at 
this  time,  John  T.  Earnshaw,  who  has  always  been  voting  at 
Queen  Anne's  ever  since  he  has  been  a  voter  ;  claims  that  as 
his  place  to  vote.  His  name  was  stricken  from  the  list  some 
time  prior  to  the  election  ;  he  tried  to  have  it  put  on  by  writing 
to  Mr.  Bowie,  the  Registrar  ;  I  applied  also  myself  to  Mr. 
Bowie  ;  both  his  effort  and  mine  were  refused. 
Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  Oden  Williams  and 
Charles  Stewart  were  qualified  voters,  and  that  their  names 
appeared  upon  the  corrected  list  of  registered  voters  furnished 
by  the  Registrar  to  the  Judges  of  the  Election  ? 

I  do  not  know  that  their  names  were  on  the  list,  more  than 
that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  voting,  there  ;  I  believe  they  are 
qualified  voters  ;  I  did  not  see  them  vote. 

2d  Question.— Were  you  present  at  the  polls  on  election  day, 
and  did  you  see  either  of  the  parties  named  above,  Oden  Wil- 
liams and  Charles  Stewart,  prevented  from  voting,  or  did  you 
see  any  force  used  to  prevent  them  from  voting  ;  and  if  they 
voted,  whether  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  whether  they 
voted  the  Democratic  or  Republican  ticket  ? 

I  was  present  ;  I  saw  very  little  of  Oden  Williams,  but 
■Charles  Stewart  stood  about  the  polls  some  time  ;  I  do  riot 
know  how  long  ;  I  did  not  see  either  of  them  prevented  from 
voting  ;  I  saw  no  violence  used  towards  them ;  I  did  not  see 
either  of  tliem  vote. 

3d  Question.- — Do  you  know  of  any  colored  men  who  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  on  the  day  of  election,  on  the  4th  day 
of  November,  1873,  at  the  polls  of  the  Seventh  Election  Dis- 
trict, and  was  any  force  or  violence  used  to  prevent  them  ? 
I  did  not  see  those  that  I  allude  to  vote  Democratic  tickets. 
ith  Question.— -Did  you  not  solicit  Oden  Williams  and 
Charles  Stewart,  and.  other  colored  men  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke 
on  the  day  of  election,  and  did  you  hold  out  auy  induce- 
ments to  them  for  so  doing  ? 
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I  did  ;  I  held  out  no  inducements  except  to  say  that  their 
interests  were  mine  ;  I  offered  no  money  or  pay  in  any  other 
way. 

5th  Question. — Will  you  state  wherein  your  interests  and 
theirs  were  identical  ? 

I  consider  that  their  interests  and  mine  were  identical  in 
this  way :  If  they  elected  an  unknown  party,  taxes  might  he 
higher,  and  affect  hoth  me  and  them. 

&th  Question. — Is  not  the  Registrar,  Richard  C.  Bowie,  a 
Democrat,  and  is  it  not  made  his  duty  hy  law,  under  a  heavy 
penalty,  to  strike  off  the  names  of  every  disqualified  voter? 
Did  not  Mr.  Bowie  believe  your  son  so  disqualified? 

I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  or  not.  Mr.  Bowie  contended 
that  my  son  had  lost  his  residence  hy  moving  to  Washington, 
hut  my  son,  who  has  been  living  in  Washington  for  a  year  or 
more,  nearly  two  years,  has  always  claimed  his  residence  with 
his  father,  and  has  never  voted  in  Washington  or  made  appli- 
cation to  register  there.  He  lived  in  Baltimore  two  years  be- 
fore he  moved  to  Washington  ;  he  moved  from  Baltimore  to 
my  house  and  stayed  there  some  time.  I  am  not  familiar 
with  the  law  and  do  not  know  what  the  penalty  is. 

*Ith  Question. — Did  your  son  offer  to  vote  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, and  was  his  vote  refused  by  the  Judges,  and,  if  so,  upon 
what  ground? 

He  did  not  offer  to  vote ;  he  knew  his  name  was  stricken 
from  the  list. 

8th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time, 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  at  your  election 
district,  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  for  any  one  wish- 
ing to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he  chose  to  remain  during  the  day  and 
wait  until  the  crowd  had  voted  ? 

I  could  not  answer  that  question  as  to  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing of  the  polls.  I  was  not  there  at  the  opening  and  left  be- 
fore they  closed.     There  was  ample  opportunity  and  time. 

9th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 

by  violence  or  force  from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 

such  violence  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  the  election  on  the  4th 

of  November,  1873?     If  yea,  give  their  name  or  names. 

I  do  not  know  of  any. 

10^  Question — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  said 
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election,  in  your  district  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  has 
not  been  registered  ? 

I  do  not. 

Ke-called  by  Mr.  Brooke  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  threats 
that  were  made  by  any  party  or  parties  at  said  election  to  in- 
fluence any  voter  or  voters  in  casting  his  or  their  tickets  ?  If 
yea,  please  state  all  about  said  threats. 

I  do.  During  the  day  I  heard  one  man  say,  "  all  who  voted 
Democratic  tickets  would  have  to  be  wiped  out ;  we  will  settle 
it  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon."  I  do  not  know  the  man  ;  he 
was  a  colored  man,  very  black. 

Ee-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — To  whom  were  these  remarks  addressed,  and 
was  it  in  front  of  and  close  to  the  voting  place,  and  did  these 
remarks,  to  your  knowledge,  prevent  any  one  from  voting, 
and  if  so,  name  him  or  them  ? 

They  were  addressed  to  a  crowd  of  colored  men  standing 
around  ;  there  may  have  been  a  hundred.  It  was  directly  in 
front  of  the  polls,  about  sixty  feet  from  the  polls.  I  do  not 
know  that  these  remarks  prevented  any  one  from  voting. 

JOHN  EARNSHAW. 
Test:  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  19. 

Washington  Johnson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873? 

My  name  is  Washington  Johnson  ;  do  not  exactly  know  my 
age,  about  24  or  25  ;  laborer,  on  the  farm  at  Captain  Gard- 
ner's ;  voted  here,  at  the  Court  House,  at  the  last  election. 

2d  Question. — Were  you  or  not  prevented  from  voting  a 
Democratic  ticket,  or  for  Henry  Brooke,  by  intimidation,  or  in- 
duced to  vote  the. Republican  ticket  at  said  election  by  fear, 
and  state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  case  ? 

I  was  not  prevented  from  voting.  The  day  that  I  came 
down  here  to  vote  I  had  told  Mr.  Brooke  that  I  was  going  to 
vote  for  him,  and  when  I  came  from  home  I  brought  my  ticket 
with  me ;  it  was  one  of  his  tickets  that  I  brought  from  home, 
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and  I  saw  Mr.  Tom  Clagett  after  I  came  here,  and  he  called 

me  aside  and  asked  me  to  let  him  see  my  ticket,  and  he  looked 

at  it  and  he  said  that  was  all  right,  and  he  told  me  to  go  on 

and  vote  that  ticket,  that  it  was  all  right ;  and  the  reason  that 

I  did  not  vote  it,  and  after  I  came  out  by  the  gate  and  left  Mr. 

Clagett,  there  was  a  whole  crowd  of  fellows  got  around  me  and 

said  that  I  was  a  Democrat ;  then  I  never  said  any  thing  at 

all ;  then  I  came  around  to  the  hack  door  of  the  Court  House. 

When   I    got  around  to  the  back  door,  Uncle  Bill   Lanham 

pointed  me  out  to  Mr.  Widdicombe,  who  came  to  me ;  he  said 

that  he  understood  that  I  was  going  to  vote  a  Democrat  ticket ; 

he  asked  me  what  ticket  was  I  going  to  vote  ;   was  I  going  to 

vote  a  Democratic  ticket.     My  reply  was  to  him,  no,  sir  ;  he 

asked  me  to  iet  him  see  my  ticket  and  I  showed  it  to  him ;  he 

said  no,   don't  you  vote  that  ticket ;  and  when  he  took  my 

ticket  and  looked  at  it  and  gave  it  back  again,  he  gave  me  one 

of  his  own  tickets  and  told  me  that  it  was  the  right  ticket  to 

V)te  and  not  to  vote  any  other  ;  and  the  reason  that  I  did  not 

vote  for  Mr.  Brooke  was  because  I  saw  such^a  great  difficulty 

here  that  I  did  not  want  any  body  to  pull  and  haul  me  about ; 

tint  was  the  reason  that  I  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke.     I  had 

triei  two  doors  to  get  in  to  vote,  but  could  not  get  in  without 

difficulty ;  people  were  watching  me  and  I  could  not  get  in 

withmt  difficulty  at  the  two  back  doors.     I,  after  that,  went 

arouid  to  the  front  door  and  went  in  and  voted  a  Republican 

ticket  ->n  that  account,  and  after  I  went  in  the  Court  House  I 

had  a  iesire  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke,  but  there  were  some  men 

who  we\t  in  with  me  at  the  same  time  whom  I  did  not  care  to 

see  me  rote,  was  the  reason  that  I  did  not  vote  for  him.     I 

was  indued  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  through  fear. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Quetion. — Did  Mr.  Widdicombe  or  any  one  use  any 
force  or  vkence  towards  you,  and  could  you  not  have  voted 
the  straighiDemocratic  ticket  that  Mr.  Widdicombe  handed 
back  to  you^f  you  had  desired  ? 

No  one  usl  any  force  or  violence  towards  me.  I  feared  to 
do  it ;  I  was  iot  prevented  by  force  or  violence,  but  I  was 
afraid  to  do  i 

2d  Question— Did  any  one  prevent  you  from  going  into  the 
front  door,  tissual  place  of  entrance  to  the  polls,  where  the 
main  body  of  iters  went  into  vote  ? 
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No  person  prevented  me  from  going  into  the  front  door. 

3d  Question. — Can  you  read  or  write,  and  how  do  you  know 
you  voted  the  Kepublican  ticket  ? 

I  cannot  read  or  write.  I  know  one  ticket  from  another 
when  I  see  it. 

4th  Question. — Are  you  sure  you  did  not  make  a  mistake, 
and  put  the  Democratic  in  in  place  of  the  Republican  ? 

No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  make  any  mistake  at  all. 

5th  Question. — Could  you  not  have  folded  the  Democratic 
ticket  up  and  voted  it,  and  not  let  any  one  know  it,  if  you  had 
chosen  ? 

No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  I  could  have  done  it.  There  was 
too  many  people  watching  me,  and  I  was  afraid  to  do  it. 

Qth  Question. — Would  you  not  have  voted  the  whole  Re- 
publican ticket  if  you  had  been  let  alone,  and  but  for  the  in- 
terference of  Mr.  Brooke  and  Mr.  Clagett  and  others,  and  d:'d 
you  not  vote  your  real  sentiments  when  you  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  ? 

No  ;  I  would  have  voted  the  whole  Democratic  ticket  iJ  I 
had  been  let  alone.  I  did  not  vote  my  real  sentiments  wlen 
I  voted  the  Republican  ticket. 

*lth  Question. — Were  you  promised  any  money  or  other  val- 
uable consideration  for  voting  the  Democratic  ticket  ?  Jf  so, 
state  by  whom  and  where. 

Indeed  I  wasn't. 

8th  Question.' — What  conversation  had  you  with  yoiug  Mr. 
Tom  Clagett  when  he  took  you  around  the  house  anc7  looked 
at  your  ticket  ? 

I  had  no  conversation,  no  more  than  he  knew  me  jnd  called 
me,  and  then  he  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to  vote  ft"  him.  I 
then  took  my  ticket  out  of  my  pocket  and  showecUt  to  him. 
He  then  said  that  was  all  right. 

9th  Question.— Who  gave  you  the  ticket  you  sbwed  to  Mr. 
Clagett,  and  was  it  a  marked  ticket? 

Cator  Crawford,  a  colored  man  who  workson  Mr.  Tom 
Clagett's  place  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  parked  or  not ; 
he  did  not  tell  me  he  marked  it. 

10th  Question. — Do  you  understand  the  natre  of  an  oath, 
and  the  consequences  of  swearing  falsely  ? 

Yes,  sir. 
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11th  Question. — Did  anybody  threaten  you  after  you  re- 
ceived the  ticket  from  Crawford,  and  if  so,  name  him  ;  and  if 
not,  why  were  you  frightened  and  afraid  to  vote  your  real 
sentiments? 

Yes,  sir  ;  they  threatened  me  so  much  that  they  made  me 
stop.     Mr.  Widdicombe  and  Uncle  Bill  Lanham  scared  me. 

12th  Question. — Did  Mr.  Widdicombe  threaten  you,  and  if 
so,  what  was  the  nature  of  the  threat  ? 

Yes  ;  he  threatened  me  when  he  came  to  me.  I  knew  what 
it  was  for  at  the  time  he  asked  me,  after  he  told  me  that  he 
understood  that  I  was  going  to  vote  a  Democratic  ticket.  I 
then  got  afraid.  He  did  not  threaten  my  life  or  anything,  and 
handed  the  ticket  back  to  me. 

13th  Question. — What  did  Uncle  Bill  Lanham  say  to  you? 
Did  he  threaten  you? 

Did  not  say  anything  to  me  ;  he  only  pointed  me  out  to  Mr. 
Widdicombe. 

14th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he 
chose  to  remain  during  the  day  and  wait  until  the  crowd  had 
voted  ? 

I  do  not  know ;  I  could  not  answer  that  question,  as  I  did 
not  stay  there  that  long.     I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

loth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 
by  force  or  violence  from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
such  violence  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  the  election  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873  ?     If  yea,  give  their  name  or  names. 

No,  sir. 

l&h  Question. — Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  any 
one  before  you  came  here  to-day,  as  to  what  you  should  tes- 
tify to  ?  • 

[Excepted  to  by  the  Contestant  as  irrelevant.] 

No,  sir. 

17th  Question. — You  say  that  you  understand  the  nature 
and  obligations  of  an  oath.  State  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quences if  you  swear  falsely. 

I  do  not  know,  but  I  will  tell  as  far  as  I  am  able.  If  a 
man  speaks  a  false  oath  here,  he  may  expect  what  will  become 
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of  him  in  the  next  world.     He  may  expect  to  he  burnt  in 
hell. 

HIS 

WASHINGTON   X  JOHNSON. 

MARK. 

Test :    James  Harris. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  Monday,  December  29th,  1873, 
at  11  o'clock. 


December  29th,  1873. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     No  examination,  and  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow,  December  30th,  1873. 


December  30th,  1873. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  20. 

Charles  H.  Gtll,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873? 

My  name  is  Charles  H.  Hill ;  age,  31  years  ;  foreman  on 
the  railroad  ;  reside  in  Upper  Marlboro'  ;  I  voted  in  Marlboro', 
the  Third  Election  District. 

2d  Question. — Were  you  or  not  deputized  by  the  Sheriff 
of  this  county  as  special  Deputy  to  guard  the  polls  and  to  pre- 
serve order  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

I  was  deputized  by  Mr.  Masters,  the  Sheriff,  to  keep  order 
at  the  polls  that  day. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  interference,  by 
any  officer  or  other  person,  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said 
election  ?     If  so,  state  fully  all  you  know  about  it. 

I  do  ;  there  *was  a  colored  man  deputized  as  a  special 
Deputy  Sheriff  to  preserve  order  on  the  day  of  election,  and 
he  was  stationed  at  the  inside  door  of  the  Court  room,  where 
the  polls  were  held,  and  there  was  only  five  men  allowed  to  go 
into  the  Judges  to  vote  at  one  time,  and  we  let  those  men  in 
at  the  front  door,  and  when  they  got  to  this  other  door 
they  stood  for  a  few  minutes,  and  sometimes  for  a  half 
hour   when  the  Judges  had  any  trouble;  and   while  those 
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men  were  standing  at  the  door  to  get  in  where  this  colored 
Deputy  was  standing,  I  think  his  name  was  Greenleaf,  I 
detected  him  tearing  up  tickets  ;  I  then  watched  him  and 
found  that  he  was  taking  them  from  the  men  that  were 
standing  at  the  door  going  in  to  vote.  I  first  went  and  picked 
up  some  of  the  pieces,  and  found  them  to  he  Democratic  tick- 
ets, by  Mr.  Brooke's  name  being  upon  them.  1  then  went  and 
called  Mr.  Brooke  aside  and  informed  him  of  it  ;  he  went  and 
told  the  man  that  he  had  no  right  to  do  it.  Mr.  Brooke  then 
went  away  and  this  man  still  continued  to  tear  up  the  tickets  ; 
I  heard  some  of  the  men  say  that  he  had  no  right  to  see  their 
tickets  and  refused  to  show  them,  and  he  said  that  he  was  sta- 
tioned there  at  that  door  for  that  purpose — to  see  all  the  tick- 
ets that  went  in.  I  then  went  and  called  Mr.  Brooke  again 
and  told  him  what  was  going  on,  and  also  Mr.  Wedding,  a 
constable  of  this  district.  Wr.  Wedding  told  him  that  he 
was  breaking  the  law  and  laid  himself  liable  to  be  put  in  jail. 
I  think  after  that  he  stopped  ;  when  Mr.  Wedding  went  to 
him  about  tearing  the  tickets  up,  I  think  I  heard  him  say  to 
Mr.  Wedding  that  he  had  not  torn  up  more  than  six  or  seven. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  whether  the  tickets  torn 
up  by  this  colored  Deputy  were  Democratic  tickets  and  had 
Mr.  Brooke's  name  upon  them? 

I  do  know ;  I  picked  the  pieces  up  and  examined  them  ;  I 
saw  them  headed  "Democratic  Tickets,"  and  saw  Mr.  Brooke's 
name  on  three  or  four  pieces  of  them. 

5th  Question. — Did  the  pieces  of  tickets  seen  by  you,  and 
torn  up  by  this  officer,  indicate  that  there  were  more  than  six 
or  seven  tickets  ? 

From  the  pieces  under  his  feet  and  around  him,  I  am  con- 
fident that  there  was  not  less  than  six  or  seven. 

&h  Question. — Did  you  or  not  hear  him  tell  colored  voters, 
as  they  were  approaching  the  polls,  he  had  a  right  to  examine 
their  tickets  ? 

Yes,  I  heard  him  tell  them  so  several  times. 

*Wi  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  colored  voters  show  him 
their  tickets  after  he  stated  to  them  that  he  was  an  officer  for 
that  purpose? 

I  did  ;  after  they  refused  to  show  their  tickets,  he  stated  he 
was  stationed  there  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  all  the   tickets 
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that  went  in  the  door,  and  they  then  showed  him  their  tick- 
ets ;  I  can't  say  that  he  tore  any  of  these  tickets  up,  I  having 
then  gone  after  Mr.  Brooke. 

8^  Question. — Did  or  not  this  colored  Deputy  have  pinned 
to  his  breast  the  badge  of  office  so  that  all  persons  could  see  it  ? 

He  had  a  badge,  I  think,  marked  on  it  "  Special  Sheriff," 
pinned  on  the  outside  of  his  coat  on  his  breast,  where  all  could 
see  it. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — You  state  in  your  evidence  in  chief  that  a 
colored  man,  named  Greenleaf,  you  think,  was  appointed  by 
the  Sheriff,  Mr.  Masters,  Deputy  Sheriff,  to  guard  and  pro- 
tect the  polls  on  the  day  of  election,  and  that  the  said  colored 
officer  took  from,  and  tore  up  tickets  from,  colored  voters.  Do 
you  know  whether  said  colored  officer  used  any  threats  or  vio- 
lence when  taking  said  tickets,  and  whether  or  not  he  put 
other  tickets  in  their  hands?  If  so,  did  you  see  them  vote  those 
tickets,  and  say  whether  or  not  these  tickets  placed  in  their 
hands,  if  so  placed,  were  Democratic  or  Kepublican  tickets? 

He  did  not,  that  I  heard  ;  he  did  put  other  tickets  in  their 
hands  ;  I  did  not  see  them  vote  those  tickets  ;  one  of  them,  I 
am  confident,  was  a  Republican  ticket,  and  I  did  not  suppose 
that  he  would  put  one  without  putting,  all. 

2c?  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  whether  these  men  voted 
these  tickets  placed  in  their  hands,  willingly  or  otherwise  ? 

As  I  stated  before,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  voted  them 
or  not  ;  they  did  not  take  them  willingly. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  Democrats  persuading 
colored  Republicans  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke,  or  whether  any 
inducements  were  held  out  to  colored  voters  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Brooke,  and  whether  you  were  employed  to  preserve  peace,  or 
to  watch  Mr.  Brooke's  interest,  and  do  you  know  if  this  colored 
officer  can  read  or  not  ? 

[The  first  part  of  the  above  question  was  excepted  to  by 
Mr.  Brooke  as  irrelevant.] 

I  have  asked  colored  voters  before  the  election,  and  I 
never  heard  of  any  inducements  being  held  out  to  them  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Brooke.  I  thought  that  I  was  employed  for  both 
to  keep  the  peace  and  see  that  all  went  on  fair,  to  keep  down 
riots  and  rascality  ;  I  do  not  know  positively  that  the  colored 
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officer  can  read  or  not,  but  from  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
handling  the  tickets,  I  judged  he  knew  his  letters  at  least. 

4th  Question. — You  state  in  your  evidence  in  chief  that  you 
knew  the  tickets  taken  from  colored  voters  by  this  colored 
officer  were  Democratic  tickets,  because  you  saw  Mr.  Brooke's 
name  upon  them  ;  don't  you  know  any  colored  men  who  voted 
the  Republican  ticket  with  Mr.  Brooke's  name  upon  it? 
I  do  not. 

5th  Question. — If  this  colored  officer  violated  the  law,  as 
you  say,  why  did  you  not,  as  a  deputized  officer,  arrest  him? 
Because  Mr.  Wedding  was  there,  and  he  is  a  higher  officer 
than  I  was. 

6th  Question. — Did  you  see  any  Democrats  tearing  up  Re- 
publican tickets,  and  if  so,  did  you  notify  Mr.  Widdicombe, 
and  would  you  have  done  so  ? 

No,  I  did  not  ;  I  dare  say  I  might  have,  but  they  never  gave 
me  the  chance. 

*Jth  Question. — Did  you  or  did  you  not  know  of  any  persons 
entitled  to  vote,  who  were  prevented  by  threats,  violence,  or 
intimidation,  and  if  there  were,  was  there  not  ample  time  for 
all  persons  desiring  to  vote,  to  do  so  between  the  hours  of  nine 
A.  M.  and  six  P.  M.  on  the  election  day  ? 

I  do  not  know  one.  Yes  ;  a  man  that  was  not  very  busy 
at  home  could  have  voted  late  in  the  evening. 

8th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  person  or  persons  voting, 
whose,  names  were  not  on  the  registration  list  ? 
*     I  do  not. 

Re-direct  by  Mr.  Brooke  : 

1st  Question. — -Did  you  or  did  you  not  suppose  that  you 
were  appointed  to  protect  Mr.  Brooke's  interest  more  than 
that  of  any  other  candidate,  Democratic  or  Republican,  and 
do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Brooke  had  anything  to  do  with 
your  appointment,  or  said  anything  to  you  about  it  or  your 
duties,  on  that  day  or  previously  ? 

I  don't  suppose  that  I  was  appointed  to  protect  Mr.  Brooke's 
interest  any  more  than  any  other  candidate's.  No  one  said 
anything  to  me  about  whose  interest  I  should  protect  ;  it 
was  not  the  first  time  that  I  had  been  appointed  an  officer, 
and  I  knew  a  little  about  the  duties  of  an  officer.  I  do  not 
know   whether   Mr.  Brooke   had  anything   to  do   with   my 
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appointment ;  lie  never  said  anything  to  me  about  it  or  my 
ckities  on  that  day  or  previously. 

C.  H.  GILL. 
Test:  James  Harris. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  half-past  nine  o'clock  A.  M., 

to-morrow. 


December  31st,  1873. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  21. 

William  B.  Hill,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873? 

My  name  is  William  B.  Hill ;  age,  about  60  ;  farmer  ;  re- 
side in  Prince  George's  County,  and  voted  here,  the  Third 
Election  District. 

2d  Question. — Was  or  was  not  said  election,  in  your  opinion, 
fairly  conducted  at  said  polls,  and  if  not,  what  occurred  at 
the  same  ? 

There  was  a  large  party  of  negroes  in  procession,  in  ranks, 
at  the  polls,  filling  the.  door-way,  and  although  I  made  several 
efforts  to  go  in,  I  did  not  succeed  until  about  twelve  o'clock. 
Of  those  in  ranks  I  did  not  recognize  other  than  our  colored 
county  men  ;  I  saw  many  strange  negroes  in  the  yard  ;  among 
them  was  Frank  Butler,  who  formerly  belonged  to  me,  and 
ran  away  from  me  before  the  emancipation,  and  I  had  not 
seen  him  since  that  time  until  the  day  of  election.  Those 
strangers  were  mixing  with  the  crowd,  but  can't  say  that  I 
saw  any  actual  violation  of  law  by  them.  I  saw  one  of  these 
strange  negroes  stand  near  Dr.  Sasscer,  a  little  to  his  side, 
just  after  the  doctor's  trouble  in  respect  to  a  negro  who 
promised  him  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  and  did  not  do  so, 
and  while  the  doctor  was  recounting  to  myself  and  others 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  this  negro  stood  by  with  both 
fists  doubled,  seeking  evidently  to  provoke  a  quarrel  ;  I  did 
not  attract  the  doctor's  attention  to  it,  because  I  thought  it 
might  give  the  negro  the  opportunity  to  get  the  difficulty  that 
he  was  seeking. 


Brooke  vs.  Widdicombe.  63 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  day  of 
November,  1873,  at  the  Third  Election  District,  for  any  one 
wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he  chose  to  wait  until  the  crowd 
had  voted? 

I  believe  there  was. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 
by  violence  or  intimidation  from  voting  at  said  election  ;  if  so, 
please  name  him? 

I  know  yne,  named  John  Owens,  who  was  in  my  service, 
and  who  had  promised  some  persons  at  the  Landing  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket.  I  understood  he  did  not  come  here 
that  day,  and  gave  as  a  reason  that  he  heard  that  there  was 
fighting  here  and  did  not  come.     I  know  of  no  other. 


WM.  B.  HILL. 


Test :  James  Harris. 


Thereupon   adjourned  until   10   o'clock  A.  M.,  to-morrow 
morning;. 


January  1st,  18*14. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

There  being  no  witnesses  in  attendance,  adjourned  until 
10  A.  M.,  to-morrow  morning. 


January  2d,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  22. 

James  Mullikin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

My  name  is  James  Mullikin ;  age,  59  ;  farmer  ;  residence, 
in  Queen  Anne  District,  Prince  George's  County,  where  I 
voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  interfer- 
ence by  parties  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said  election,  and 
of  any  intimidation  of  voters  at  the  same  ;  if  yea,  state  all  you 
know  about  it  ? 
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I  was  Judge  that  day  of  election ;  there  was  a  colored  man 
came  in  to  vote,  when,  just  as  he  was  handing  me  his  ticket  to 
put  in  the  ballot-box,  James  Parker  said  that  he  must  see  the 
ticket  before  it  was  voted.  I  am  not  sure,  but  think  Mr.  Solo- 
mon Chaney  came  up  at  the  time  with  several  others,  but  I 
can't  recollect  their  names.  I  told  them  that  they  must  leave 
the  room  ;  that  they  could  not  have  their  fuss  there  ;  that  they 
were  preventing  the  election  from  going  on.  They  took  the 
man  and  went  off.  I  did  not  see  any  intimidation.  I  was 
acting  as  Judge  and  did  not  leave  my  seat  during  the  day  ex- 
cept to  get  my  dinner.  There  were  only  two  Judges  present ; 
the  Republican  Judge  did  not  attend.  I  heard  it*  said  that 
they  were  righting  outside.     I  did  not  see  any  fighting  myself. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Was  the  ticket  handed  you  by  the  colored 
man  himself,  and  did  you  have  it  in  your  hands  ;  what  was  his 
name,  and  did  he  make  any  remarks,  and  can  you  say  posi- 
tively whether  he  had  a  Democratic  or  Republican  ticket ;_ 
whether  James  Parker  used  any  force  or  violence,  or  threat- 
ened him  in  any  manner  ? 

The  ticket  was  handed  me  by  the  colored  man  himself;  I 
was  in  the  act  of  taking  it,  and  had  my  hand  on  it,  when  the 
interference  took  place,  when  I  immediately  let  it  go.  Some 
one  said  why  don't  you  put  it  in  the  box.  The  colored  man 
said  that  was  the  ticket  he  wanted  to  vote,  but  he  still  held 
on  to  the  ticket.  I  could  only  tell  what  kind  of  ticket  it  was 
by  feeling  the  paper  ;  the  ticket  was  folded.  James  Parker 
used  no  force  or  violence,  only  said  that  he  wanted  to  see  that 
ticket.  I  then  ordered  them  to  quit  the  room  and  they  left. 
I  do  not  know  the  parties'  names.  He  voted  afterwards  during 
the  day.  I  don't  know  how  he  voted.  He  came  back  with 
the  same  parties  he  left,  and  I  think  he  had  the  same  ticket 
he  first  offered. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  Democratic  tickets  hav- 
ing been  voted  on  the  said  day  of  election,  marked  "True 
Blue,"  and  was  not  your  attention  called  to  the  fact  that  there 
was  a  ticket  marked  "  True  Blue  ;"  the  marked  used  by  Judge 
Peach,  when  you  were  taking  the  tickets  out  of  the  ballot-box  ? 

There  was  one,  marked  "True  Blue,"  came  out  of  the  bal- 
lot-box. 
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3d  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  'the  4th  day 
of  November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he 
chose  to  remain  during  the  day  and  wait  until  the  crowd 
voted  ? 

There  was. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 
by  violence  or  force  from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
such  violence  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  said  election  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873  ?     If  yea,  give  their  name  or  names. 

I  know  of  no  one  that  day.  There  was  no  interference  at 
the  j)olls  on  that  day,  except  the  one  I  mentioned  previously. 

5th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  said 
election  in  your  district,  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  had 
not  been  registered  ? 

I  do  not  know  of  any. 

ftth  Question. — Do  you  know  of ,  any  colored  men  who  were 
brought  in  at  the  back  door  by  Democrats  in  a  drunken  state, 
and  voted  the  Democratic  ticket?  If  yea,  give  their  name  or 
names. 

I  do  not  know. 

*Jth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  colored  men  who  were 
solicited  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  or  who  voted  said  ticket 
of  their  own  account? 

I  know  several  who  told  me,  of  their  own  accord,  that  they 
were  going  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  They  voted  ;  can't 
say  how  they  voted. 

8th  Question. — You  state  that  yourself  and  Judge  Peach,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Republican  Judge,  conducted  the  said 
election,  and  that  nothing  unusual  or  different  occurred  at 
said  election  from  what  occurs  at  elections  ordinarily,  and  that 
the  said  election  was  conducted  fairly,  and  in  accordance  with 
law. 

It  was. 

Recalled  by  Mr.  Brooke  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  colored  men's 
names  being  put  upon  the  registration  books  on  the  day  of 
election,  and  if  yea,  state  how  many  names  were  so  put  on, 
and  whether  the  parties  voted  or  not  ? 

There  were  some  colored  men's  names  put  on  the  registra- 
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tion  book  on  the  day  of  election  by  the  Registrar.     I  do  not 
recollect  how  many,  nor  their  names,  but  they  all  voted. 

2d,  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  any  voter  or  voters  the 
day  after  said  election,  who  told  you  that  he  or  they  were  pre- 
vented from  voting  the  Democratic  ticket  on  said  day  of  elec- 
tion, by  intimidation  ?  If  yea,  give  the  names  of  said  parties, 
and  state  all  they  said  on  the  subject. 

I  did  see  one.  I  went  to  the  postoffice  to  get  my  mail, 
and  on  my  return  home  I  passed  a  negro  man  by  the  name  of 
Jacob  Oakey.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  stop  awhile,  that  he 
wanted  to  speak  to  me.  He  said  to  me  that  UI  did  not  vote 
yesterday."  I  told  him  I  knew  he  had  not,  and  asked  him 
why.  He  said  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and, 
taking  the  ticket  out  of  his  pocket,  said,  "Here  is  my  ticket." 
I  told  him  that  I  did  not  want  the  ticket,  and  asked  him  why 
he  did  not  vote  the  ticket  at  the  ballot-box.  He  said  that  he 
was  afraid  to  do  it ;  they  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he  voted 
that  ticket.  I  asked  him  who  threatened  him  ;  he  said  the 
Republican  party.  I  then  asked  him  to  tell  me  who  did  it ; 
that  I  would  see  him  righted.  He  said  he  was  afraid  to  do 
that ;  he  was  afraid  to  tell  me  who.  This  is  all.  I  told  him 
that  I  had  not  time  to  stand  and  talk  with  him  ;  that  the  elec- 
tion was  over. 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — You  were  one  of  the  Democratic  Judges  on 
the  day  of  election.  State  whether  or  not  the  names  of  white 
and  colored  voters  referred  to  by  you  were  not  put  on  the  poll 
book  at  your  instance  and  by  your  direction,  because  their 
names  had  been  left  off  inadvertently  by  the  Registrar,  who 
was  present,  and  admitted  that  they  had  been  so  left  off,  and 
that  the  parties  referred  to  were  known  by  yourself  and  the 
Registrar  to  be  legally  qualified  voters,  and  state  if  you  know 
how  they  voted. 

I  was  one  of  the  Democratic  Judges  at  said  election.  The 
names  of  the  white  and  colored  voters  referred  to  were  put  on 
the  poll  book  at  my  request,  because  I  knew  that  they  were 
entitled  to  vote,  and  that  the  Registrar  had  made  some  mis- 
take in  transferring  their  names  from  one  book  to  the  other. 
I  do  not  know  how  they  voted. 

2d  Question. — You  were  at  the  window  all  day.     Did  you 
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see  the  party,  Jacob  Oakey,  offer  to  vote,  and  did  you  see  any 
intimidation  used  to  prevent  him  from  voting  ? 
I  don't  recollect  of  seeing  him  at  all. 

JAMES  MULLIKIN. 

Test:     James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.    23. 

John  W.  Belt  (Oak  Grove),  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as 
follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

My  name  is  John  W.  Belt  ;  28  years  old ;  merchant,  Oak 
Grove,  and  voted  in  the  Third  Election  District  of  Prince 
George's  County. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  minor  who  voted 
at  said  polls  on  said  clay  of  election  ?  If  yea,  state  fully  all 
you  know  about  it. 

I  can't  say  whether  he  was  a  minor  or  not,  but  there  was  a 
boy  that  voted  here  by  the  name  of  Henry  Holland  ;  I  do  not 
know  his  age.  After  the  election,  I  was  talking  about  it  one 
night  at  the  store  and  the  boy  was  on  the  counter  ;  I  hap- 
pened to  remark  that  it  was  a  pity  for  the  boy  to  be  misled  if 
he  was  under  age  ;  he  replied  that  it  was  not  his  fault.  I 
said  nothing  more  to  him  about  it ;  he  seemed  to  be  distressed 
about  it. 

3eZ  Question.- — Have  you  or  not  had  any  conversation  with 
Charles  C.  Hill  as  to  Henry  Holland,  since  the  election,  and 
his  voting  ?     If  so,  state  what  that  conversation  was  ? 

I  have  ;  I  remarked  one  day  to  Mr.  Hill  about  this  boy's 
voting  ;  his  reply  was  that  he  was  not  of  age,  and,  as  well  as 
I  can  remember,  his  reply  was  that  he  was  not  twenty  years 
of  age. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  interference  by 
any  candidates  or  other  parties  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said 
election  ?     If  yea,  state  all  you  know  about  it. 

I  know  that  Mr.  Widdicombe  was  looking  at  the  tickets  of 
voters  before  they  could  get  to  the  box  to  deposit  their  ballots, 
and  I  saw  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  prevent  men  from  voting 
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their  sentiments,  and  I  remonstrated  and  asked  him,  Mr. 
Widdicombe,  if  he  thought  that  was  exactly  fair  ;  his  reply 
was,  if  I  did  not  believe  that  every  colored  man  would  vote  a 
ticket  headed  Kepublican  or  a  Eepublican  ticket  if  let  alone  ? 
My  reply  was  that  I  did  not  think  so  if  they  knew  who  they 
were  voting  for  ;  that  I  did  not  consider  that  there  was  more 
than  three  Republicans  on  the  ticket ;  that  they  were  all 
Democrats,  and  that  I  thought  people  ought  to  vote  for  the  best 
man.  A  colored  man  came  to  vote,  named  Henry  Sprigg  ; 
Mr.  Widdicombe  held  out  his.  hand  and  the  boy  handed  him 
his  ticket ;  I  asked  him  if  he  had  voted ;  he  said,  yes,  and 
started  out  and  said  that  gentleman,  pointing  to  Mr.  Widdi- 
combe, had  his  ticket  ;  I  told  him  that  he  had  not  voted — that 
his  ticket  would  have  to  go  into  that  box,  pointing  to  the  bal- 
lot-box ;  I  gave  him  another  ticket,  and,  before  he~could  vote, 
Mr.  Widdicombe  came  up  and  took  the  ticket  from  him  and 
told  him  here  was  his  ticket  ;  I  then  asked  him  if  he  knew 
how  he  voted  ;  he  replied  that  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  ; 
I  told  him  that  he  had  not,  and  showed  him  the  ticket  that 
Mr.  Widdicombe  took  from  him,  which  I  picked  from  the  floor 
where  Mr.  Widdicombe  threw  it.  A  short  time  after  Henry 
Sprigg,  Sr.,  the  father  of  the  said  Henry  Sprigg,  came  in,  and 
I  asked  him  if  he  had  his  ticket ;  he  said  he  had  ;  I  told  him 
that  his  son,  Henry,  had  been  fooled  out  of  his  vote  ;  he  got 
very  indignant  about  it  and  went  out  and  brought  Mr.  Charles 
Hill  in  ;  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Widdicombe  had  a  talk  about  the 
affair  ;  I  do  not  know  what  the  conversation  was. 

5th  Question. — Had  Henry  Sprigg,  Jr.,  promised  you,  prior 
to  voting,  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket? 

He  told  me  that  he  intended  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket ; 
I  don't  think  I  asked  him  anything  about  it ;  he  told  me 
voluntarily. 

%ih  Question. — How  near  was  Mr.  Widdicombe  to  the  ballot- 
box  when  this  ticket  was  taken  from  Henry  Sprigg,  Jr.  ? 

I  can't  say  exactly,  but  think  it  was  about  three  or  four 
feet. 

*Jth  Question. — Did  or  not  any  voter  or  voters  tell  you  after 
the  election  was  over  that  they  had  been  prevented  from  voting 
as  they  wished,  by  intimidation  or  otherwise?  If  yea,  state 
who,  what  they  said  and  all  you  know  about  it? 
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They  did  ;  James  Shorter  met  me  at  Oak  Grove  the  night 
of  the  election  and  said  that  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket,  but,  my  God  !  Mr.  Belt,  I  could  not  let  those  men  kill 
me  ;  I  asked  him  who  they  were  ;  he  said  that  he  did  no* 
know  their  names,  but  thought  it  was  some  of  those  Washing- 
ton boys.  Abram  Coats  said  lie  intended  to  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  the  men  said  what  they  would  do  to  him  in 
case  he  did. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  colored  man  or  men  who 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket  ?     If  so,  name  him  or  them. 
Henry  Sprigg,  Sr.,  Charles  Giles  and  a  number  of  others. 
2d  Question. — Do  you  know  any  colored  man  or  men  who 
were  taken  by  the  back  door  to  the  polls  whilst  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liquor,  and  if  they  succeeded  in  voting  the  Democra- 
tic ticket  without  molestation  or  intimidation  ? 
I  do  not  know  of  any. 

3d  Question. — Did  you  see  Henry  Holland  vote,  and  are  you 
positive  he  voted  the  Republican  ticket  ? 
I  saw  him  vote  ;  did  not  see  the  ticket. 
4th  Question. — Did  you  ask  any  colored  man  on  the  day  of 
election  to  show  his  ticket,  and  is  it  not  customary  for  both 
parties  to  ask  to  see  tickets  at  the  polls  and  use  all  their  in- 
fluence to  procure  votes  legitimately  ? 

I  do  not  recollect  of  asking  any  man  at  the  polls  to  show 
me  his  ticket  ;  I  may  have  asked  them  if  they  had  had  their 
tickets  taken  away  and  another  given  in  their  place.  I  can't 
say  anything  about  the  custom  ;  I  never  saw  such  actions  at 
the  polls  since  I  have  been  a  voter.' 

5th  Question. — Did  you  not  see  Democrats,  on  said  day  of 
election,  doing  their  utmost  to  get  colored  men  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  did  you  not,  before  and  on  the  day  of 
election,  use  your  influence  to  secure  as  many  colored  votes  as 
'  possible  for  Mr.  Brooke,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  object  did 
you  not  bring  down  a  wagon-load  of  colored  voters,  who 
voted  for  Mr.  Brooke  ? 

I  saw  some  Democrats  talking  to  colored  men  on  the  day 
of  election,  but  can't  say  what  they  were  talking  about.  I 
did  use  my  influence  for  the  whole  Democratic  ticket,  before 
the  election,  but  not  until  I  had  explained  to  those  who  were 
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supposed  not  to  know  the  men  on  both  tickets,  and  asked  them 
to  vote  for  the  best  men  ;  that  I  thought  the  Democratic  party 
had  the  best  men  in  the  field.  I  brought  two  wagon-loads  of 
voters,  white  and  colored  ;  they  had  the  Democratic  tickets, 
and  said  they  voted  them. 

&h  Question. — Did  you  not  think  Mr.  Widdicombe  had  the 
same  right  to  endeavor  to  secure  votes  and  to  ask  to  see  a 
colored  man's  ticket,  and  to  give  him  a  ticket,  if  a  party  asked 
for  it,  as  anv  Democrat  had? 
Yes. 

*lth  Question. — Did  not  Mr.  Wddicombe  say  to  you  that  he 
believed  in  every  one  voting  as  he  wished  ? 

I  don't  recollect  of  Mr.  Widdicombe  say4#g-  that ;  but  as  I 
said  before,  Mr.  Widdicombe  asked  me  if  I  did  not  think  the 
colored  people  would  not  vote  the  Republican  ticket,  if  no 
one  said  anything; to  them? 

8th  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  it  was  a  Democratic 
or  Republican  ticket  that  the  man  Sprigg  handed  to  Widdi- 
combe, and  did  not  Mr.  Widdicombe  give  back  the  same  ticket 
that  he  took  from  him,  and  was  not  the  ticket  picked  up  by 
you,  thrown  down  by  the  colored  man,  and  not  by  Mr.  Wid- 
dicombe ? 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  same  ticket ;  I  know  that 
Mr.  Widdicombe  gave  him  a  Republican  ticket,  which  the 
man  Sprigg  voted  ;  do  not  know  whether  the  man  threw  the 
ticket  down,  or  Mr.  Widdicombe. 

9th  Question. — How  do  you  know  it  was  a  Republican  ticket, 
and  if  it  was,  how  do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Brooke's 
name  was  upon  it  ? 

I  saw  the  ticket ;  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Brooke's  name 
was  on  it  or  not. 

10th  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  the  parties  referred 
to  in  your  examination-in-chief  as  having  been  prevented  from 
voting  by  intimidation,  had  offered  to  vote,  or  had  been  re- 
fused by  the  Judges  of  Election  ? 

I  saw  them  both  vote  ;  I  saw  one  of  them  vote  the  Repub- 
lican ticket ;  the  other  said  at  the  polls  that  he  was  going  to 
vote  the  Republican  ticket. 

11th  Question. — Has  it  not  been  dangerous  for  colored  men 
around  you  to  admit  that  they  voted  the  Republican  ticket, 
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and  did  you  not  have  a  difficulty  with  a  colored  man  for  voting 
the  Kepublican  ticket  ? 

No,  sir  ;  the  man  that  I  had  the  difficulty  with  claimed  to 
have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

12th  Question. — What  time  of  the  day  was  it  when  you 
left  your  store  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  and  was  not  a 
majority  of  the  men  brought  down  by  you  in  a  wagon,  in  a 
beastly  state  of  intoxication  from  whisky,  given  to  tliem  by 
you,  or  at  your  store  ? 

No,  sir. 

13^  Question. — Do  not  you  think  it  likely  that  the  man 
Shorter,  who  told  you,  at  your  store,  after  the  election,  that 
he  was  afraid  to  vote,  made  the  remark  in  jest,  and  in  order 
to  get  a  drink  of  whisky,  and  do  you  know  whether  he  voted 
or  not,  and  how  he  voted  ? 

No  ;  I  do  not  think  he  did.  He  voted,  and  voted  the  Ee- 
publican  ticket. 

14^  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  the  closing  of  the  polls,  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if 
he  chose  to  remain  during  the  clay  and  wait  until  the  crowd 
had  voted  ? 

Yes. 

15th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented, 
by  violence  or  force,  from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
such  violence,  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873  ;  if  yea,  give  name  or  names. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  one  who  did  not  vote.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  one  who  voted  who  had  not  been  registered. 

IQth  Question. — In  your  examination-in-chief  you  stated 
that  Mr.  Widdicombe  took  tickets  from  voters  and  gave  them 
others  in  their  stead.  Please  state  the  exact  number  taken, 
and  whether  or  not  he  used  any  force  or  threats  towards  these 
parties,  and  the  name  of  the  parties. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  state  the  number.  I  did 
not  hear  Mr.  Widdicombe  use  any  threats  or  use  any  violence. 
I  can't  name  the  parties  from  whom  he  took  the  tickets. 

Test:     James  Harris.  JNO.  W.  BELT. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  9|  o'clock. 
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January  3d,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     There  being  no  witness  in 
attendance,  adjourned  until  Monday,  January  5th,  1874,  at 
10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


January  5th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  24. 

Eobert  N.  Pumphrey,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  Eobert  H.  Pumphrey;  aga,  29;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  reside  in  Prince  George's  County,  and  vote  at  Upper 
Marlboro'. 

2c?  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  interfer- 
ence of  parties  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said  election  ?  If 
yea,  state  all  you  know  about  it. 

Certainly  ;  I  brought  down  a  negro  man,  Alec  Gross,  who 
said  that  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  when 
getting  out,  he  was  taken  by  his  son,  Alec  Gross,  Jr.,  and 
asked  how  he  was  going  to  vote.  He  said  that  he  wanted  to 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  his  son  Alec  then  caught  hold 
of  him  and  pulled  him  down  on  the  ground,  and  the  crowd 
trampled  on  him  and  disabled  him  so  that  he  was  unable  to 
work  for  a  day  or  two.  He  did  not  vote.  On  his  return 
home  I  asked  him  whether  he  voted  or  not,  and  he  said  he 
did  not,  that  he  was  afraid.  The  crowd  made  no  threats,  but 
rushed  in.  I  told  them  to  stand  off;  that  he  wanted  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket.  His  son  Alec  then  said  he  should  not, 
and  took  him  off. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Where  and  when  did  this  man,  Alec,  tell 
you  he  wanted  to  vote,  and  had  you  asked  him.  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  did  you  attempt  to  influence  him  by 
promises  or  threats,  and  is  he  in  your  employ  ? 

He  told  me  at  home  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  and 
also  down  here.  I  did  not  ask  him  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket.  I  did  not  attempt  to  influence  him.  I  went  down  on 
the  morning:  of  the  election,  and  asked  him  whether  he  wanted 
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to  vote,  and  his  reply  was  that  I  had  been  his  best  friend  and 
he  wanted  to  vote  as  I  did.  I  told  him  that  I  intended  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  he  then  said  that  was  the  ticket 
he  wanted  to  vote.     He  was  in  my  employ. 

2d  Question. — Did  not  the  old  man  fall  when  his  son  pulled 
him  because  he  was  very  drunk,  and  was  not  the  trampling 
accidental,  because  of  his  having  fallen  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
test for  his  vote  between  you  and  his  son  ? 

No,  sir  ;  he  was  not  drunk.  I  don't  think  that  he  had  had 
a  drink  that  day.  I  don't  think  it  was  accidental  ;  I  hardly 
know  what  to  call  it :  would  not  like  to  say  that  it  was  or 
was  not.  The  crowd  had  gotten  him  some  distance  from  me 
when  they  pulled  him  clown  and  trampled  over  him.  I  pre- 
sume it  was  done  to  prevent  my  getting  to  him. 

3c?  Question. — When  his  son  said  that  he  should  not  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  asked  him  to  go  with  him,,  did  he 
refuse  to  go  and  try  to  remain  with  you  ? 

His  son  did  not  ask  him  any  questions,  but  took  him  by 
violence  by  the  arm  and  carried  him  off.  This  was  after  he 
had  told  him  that  he  should  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 

4th  Question. — Did  you  not  resist  very  vigorously,  and  strike 
several  blows  before  you  were  struck,  or  were  you  struck  acci- 
dentally ? 

I  did  not  resist  very  vigorously,  but  told  his  son  that  he 
should  vote  the  way  he  wanted  to  vote.  I  think  from  the 
awkward  manner  in  which  I  was  struck  that  it  was  an  acci- 
dent. 

5th  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  the  old  man  Alec 
did  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  did  not  Mr.  William 
B.  Bowie  take  him  up  and  vote  him? 

I  know  only  what  he  told  me,  which  was  that  he  did  not 
vote  at  all. 

6th  Question. — Were  you  not  made  a  deputy  to  look  after 
Mr.  Brooke's  interest  and  to  see  that  parties  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  would  you  have  brought  the  old  man  down 
if  he  had  wanted  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  ? 

No,  sir.  I  was  not.  I  don't  know  whether  he  would  have 
brought  him  down  or  not. 

7th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  the  closing  of  the  poll  on  the  -ith 
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day  of  November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so, 
if  he  chose  to  remain  during  the  day  and  wait  until  the  crowd 
had  voted  ? 

I  suppose  so.     I  did  not  remain  all  day. 

8th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  said 
election  in  your  district  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  had 
not  "been  registered  ? 

I  do  not. 

KOBERT  H.  PUMPHREY. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  25. 

Enos  F.  Pumphret,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  fol- 
lows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873? 

My  name  is  Enos  F.  Pumphrey  ;  age,  30  years  ;  farmer, 
and  I  voted  in  Marlboro'. 

Id  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  interference  by 
parties  with  any  voter  or  voters  at  said  election  ?  If  yea,  state 
all  you  know  about  it. 

There  was  an  old  man,  Alec  he  is  called  ;  I  don't  know  his 
other  name  ;  was  on  his  way  to  the  Court  House  to  vote ;  he 
was  at  the  Court  House  gate  entrance,  when  he  was  seized  by 
a  parcel  of  men  and  taken  back  into  the  street,  and  they  said 
that  he  should  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket ;  they  took  him 
from  the  back  entrance  and  carried  him  around  in  front  of  the 
Court  House.  They  dragged  him.  I  could  not  tell  how  many 
there  were ;  there  were  a  large  crowd  of  them  ;  I  followed 
through  the  yard  and  met  them  at  the  front  gate  and  went  in 
amongst  them  and  tried  to  break  him  away  from  them,  but 
did  not  succeed,  for  as  fast  as  one  let  go,  another  would  catch 
hold,  and  I  did  not  succeed  in  getting  him  entirely  clear  of 
them  until  opposite  to  Mr.  Turner's.  I  then  asked  him  who 
he  wanted  to  vote  for ;  he  said  that  he  wanted  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Brooke  and  Mr.  Clarke  ;  that  those  were  all  that  he  wanted 
to  vote  for.  Some  three  or  four  of  that  crowd  then  said  that 
the  y  would  be  damned  if  he  should.     The  old  man  then  said 
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that  he  had  been  hauled  and  dragged  and  was  completely  be- 
wildered. I  then  told  the  old  man  that  he  should  vote  for 
whom  he  wanted.  I  started  with  the  old  man,  but  the  crowd 
kept  in  front  crowding  on  so  that  I  could  not  get  in  the  gate. 
The  old  man  then  said  that  he  would  not  vote  at  all  ;  that  he 
had  been  pulled  and  hauled  and  all  his  clothes  torn  off;  that 
he  would  not  get  over  it  for  two  or  three  years.  Some  of  them 
said  that  it  was  a  good  thing  that  your  clothes  were  torn  off  j 
you  shan't  go  in  there  to  vote.  I  asked  them  if  they  were 
trying  to  raise  a  disturbance,  or  trying  to  intimidate  him  and 
keep  him  from  voting.  They  then  began  to  curse  and  swear, 
as  if  they  were  trying  to  raise  a  fuss  sure  enough,  and  making 
remarks  which  I  do  not  recollect.  I  remarked  to  them  that 
the  first  one  that  raised  a  fuss  I  would  arrest  him  and  put 
him  in  jail,  if  I  had  to  deputize  all  on  the  ground  to  do  so. 
Alec  then  went  off  and  did  not  vote  at  all.  I  think  I  did  not 
see  him  again  that  day. 

Cross-examined . 

1st  Question. — How  do  you  know  how  this  old  man,  Alec, 
wanted  to  vote,  and  had  he  told  you  that  he  wanted  to  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket  before  you  took  him  from  the  crowd, 
and  was  it  not  a  contest  between  both  parties  to  get  his  vote, 
and  did  not  the  Democrats  finally  succeed  in  getting  posses- 
sion of  him? 

I  did  not  know  how  he  wanted  to  vote  ;  he  had  not  told  me  ; 
all  that  I  saw  around  him  were  colored  men  when  I  got  him 
away  ;  I  do  not  know  to  what  party  they  belonged,  except 
some  of  them  saying  that  he  should  not  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket.  I  was  a  Deputy  Sheriff  and  finally  got  him  out  of  the 
crowd. 

2d  Question. — Was  not  your  rushing  into  the  crowd  to  take 
possession  of  the  old  man  calculated  to  create  a  disturbance 
and  injury,  and  was  not  the  disturbance,  if  any,  $ie  result  of 
your  conduct  ? 

No,  sir. 

M  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  Mr.  William  B.  Bowie  take 
this  old  man,  Alec,  from  the  crowd  and  carry  him  up  to  the 
polls  by  the  back  way  ? 

I  did  not ;  I  did  not  see  him  vote  at  all. 

4th  Question. — Was  it  not  considered  that  the  Democrats 
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had  a  little  the  advantage  of  the  Kepublicans  in  the  back  door 
voting  ? 

I  do  not  know  whether  they  had  or  not. 

5th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity,  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1873,  for  anyone  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he  chose 
to  remain  during  the  day  and  wait  until  the  crowd  had  voted  ? 

I  suppose  there  was. 

&h  Question.- — Do  you  know  of  any  one  wh\was  prevented 
by  violence  or  force  from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
such  violence  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873  ?     If  yea,  give  name  or  names. 

I  do  not  know  of  any. 

ENOS  F.  PUMPHEEY. 

Test :    James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  26. 

William  P.  Pumphrey,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  fol- 
lows: 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  William  P.  Pumphrey ;  age,  60  years ;  occu- 
pation, farmer  ;  in  Marlboro'  District,  Prince  George's  County, 
where  I  voted  on  the  4th  tof  November,  1873. 

2d  Question.- — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  intimida- 
tion used  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  from  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket  at  the  election  held  on  said  day  ?  If  yea, 
give  their  name  or  names  and  state  all  you  know  about  it. 

I  only  know  in  the  case  of  this  old  man,  Alec  Gross  ;  I  was 
coming  in  Marlboro',  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock  ;  I  met  the  old  man  at  William  Harper's  drug  store, 
and  asked  him  if  he  had  voted  ;  he  looked  very  bad,  his  face 
covered  with  sand  ;  lie  said  no,  that  he  was  prevented  from 
voting  by  bwng  pulled  and  hauled  and  was  very  much  crip- 
pled ;  I  asked  him  to  go  back  with  me  and  go  in  with  me  and 
vote  ;  he  replied  that  "he  was  afraid,  and  don't  you  go  up, 
Massa  Williams  ;  I  am  afraid  that  both  of  us  will  be  killed." 
He  seemed  to  be  very  much  frightened  ;  he  went  into  Mr.  Wil- 
son's store  •;  I  came  to  the  Court  House  and  got  George  Wil- 
son, Jr.,  to  go  down  with  me  to  the  store  and  try  to  get  him 


Brooke  vs.  Widdicombe.  77 

to  come  up  to  vote ;  when  we  got  there  he  was  gone  ;  the 
next  morning  I  said,  "  why,  Alec,  yon  are  a  pretty  fellow  to  get 
scared."  He  said  it  was  enough  to  scare  liim  ;  he  told  me  that 
he  had  his  ticket  in  his  pocket,  and  he  was  not  able  to  work 
'for  several  days,  during  which  time  I  visited  him  every  day 
at  his  quarter  ;  he  worked  on  my  farm  and  is  still  there. 

WM.  P.  PUMPHREY. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

Before  Mr.  Pumphrey  was  sworn  he  was  objected  to,  on  the 
ground  that  his  name  does  not  appear  upon  either  of  the  no- 
tices served  upon  Mr.  Robert  S.  Widdicombe  or  his  attorney. 

Deposition  No.  26. 

Benjamin  F.  Guy,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
-residence  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873.? 

My  name  is  Benjamin  F.  Guy ;  age,  «43  ;  occupation,  mer- 
chant ;  reside  in  Hyattsville,  Prince  George's  County,  and 
voted  at  Bladensburg. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  non-resi- 
dents of  the  county  or  State  who  voted  with  the  Republican 
party  at  said  election  ?  And  if  yea,  how  long  have  each  of 
said  parties  removed  from  the  county,  and  where  do  they  now 
reside  ? 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  do  or  not  ;  Mr.  George  Jackson  I 
do  regard  as  a  non-resident,  who,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
has  been  out  of  the  county  for  two  years  prior  to  the  election  ; 
I  can't  say  positively  where  he  resides  ;  my  impression  is  that 
he  resides  in  Washington  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  voted 
or  not. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  George  W.  Jackson 
has  been  registered  or  not,  and  whether  his  name  appeared  on 
the  poll-book  furnished  by  the  Registrar  to  the  Judges  of 
Election,  and  do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  he 
voted  and  how  he  voted  ?  And  if  you  know  he  voted  at  any 
other  place,  and  whether  his  letters  are  not  mailed  to  his  ad- 
dress at  Hyattsville,  and  if  he  left  with  the  intention  of  re- 
siding permanently  elsewhere  ? 
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I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  been  registered  or  not  ;  I 
have  not  examined  the  poll-books,  and  do  not  know  whether 
his  name  is  there  or  not.  I  do  not  know  that  he  voted  ;  I  do 
not  know  that  he  ever  voted  elsewhere.  He  has  papers  ad- 
dressed to  him  from  Marlboro'  regularly  ;  I  can't  say  that 
there  has  been  any  letters  for  him  ;  the  papers  are  taken  out 
of  the  office  by  his  brother.  I  could  not^possibly  say  what 
his  intentions  were.  He  was  elected  CountySurveyor  at  last 
election. 

2d  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time, 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls,  at  Bladensburg, 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to 
do  so,  if  he  chose  to  remain  during  the  day,  and  wait  until 
the  crowd  had  voted  ? 

I  can't  say  positively,  because  I  was  not  at  the  polls  all  day  ; 
I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented, 
by  violence  or  force,  .from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
such  violence  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873  ;  if  yea,  give  name  or  names  ? 

I  do  not. 

4dh  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  said 
election,  in  your  district  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  had 
not  been  registered  ? 

I  do  not. 

B.  F.  GUY. 

Test :  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  27. 

J.  E.  H.  Deakins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question.- — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

My  name  is  J.  E.  H.  Deakins  ;  age,  31  years  ;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  reside  near  Bladensburg.  I  did  not  vote  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873  ;  was  not  in  the  State  at  that  time. 

Id  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  Mr.  Frederick  Fowke, 
and  if  so,  state  if  he  has  ever  resided  in  this  county,  and  for 
what  period  of  time? 

I  know  him  slightly  ;  do  not  know  positively  that  he  ever 
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resided  in  this  county.  Last  winter  lie  staid  at  Mr.  Thomas 
Jackson's,  and  at  his  sister's  awhile  ;  how  long,  I  do  not 
know  ;  he  came  there  from  Virginia.  He  voted  at  the  last 
election,  as  shown  by  the  Registrar's  poll-hooks,  in  Bladens- 
burg  District.  I  have  examined  the  poll  and  registration 
books  since  I  came  here.  He  came  in  the  county  a  little  over 
a  year  ago,  but  it  is  my  impression  that  he  has  passed  the 
majority  of  his  time  in  Washington. 

Cross-examined. 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  Frederick  Fowke  ;  has  he  or 
has  he  not  resided  long  enough  in  Bladensburg  District  to 
entitle  him  to  be  registered  and  to  vote,  and  how  do  you 
know  it  ? 

I  do  not  know  if  he  has  resided  long  enough  in  Bladens- 
burg District  to  entitle  him  to  be  registered  and  to  vote,  and 

do  not  know  how  he  voted. 

J.  E.  H.  DEAKINS. 

Test :  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  28. 

John  B.  Brooke,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  John  B.  Brooke  ;  age,  46  ;  occupation,  lawyer  ; 
my  place  of  residence  is  in  Prince  George's  County  ;  I  voted 
in  Upper  Marlboro'. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  non-resi- 
dents of  the  county  or  State,  who  voted  with  the  Republican 
party  at  said  election  ;  if  yea,  state  how  long  since  said  parties 
removed  from  the  county,  and  where  they  now  reside  ? 

I  assume  that  this  question  has  been  asked  with  regard  to 
my  brothers,  Albert  and  Eugene  Brooke.  I  do  not  know  how 
they  voted,  but  I  know  they  claim  to  be  voting  with  the  Re- 
publican party  ;  I  should  judge  from  their  political  associa- 
tions that  they  did  so.  I  think,  'as  well  as  I  can  recollect, 
that  Eugene  went  to  Washington  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and 
went  into  business  there  in  the  spring  of  1870.  Albert,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  never  had  any  home  since  in  his 
mother's  house,  except  that  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Mr, 
Henry  Brooke,  in  the  Clerk's  Office,  for  six  months  or  longer. 
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I  never  knew  Him  to  have  any  occupation  in  the  county,  except 
at  that  time.  He  went  to  Washington  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1870,  when  his  mother  gave  up  possession  of  her  farm  and 
went  there  to  reside.  I  can't  speak  of  their  political  residence, 
hut  if  anybody  had  asked  me  where  either  of  them  lived,  who 
wished  to  see  them  on  business  or  for  any  otftier  purpose,  I 
should  have  said  in  Washington  City,  up  to  the  date  of  the 
election.  Albert  is  still  in  Washington,  and  Eugene  has 
been  on  a  visit  to  me  for  several  weeks. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — How  long  after  your  mother  removed  to 
Washington  was  it  before  she  had  a  home  of  her  own  ? 

I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  that  she  had  a  home 
of  her  own  since  the  fall  of  1872. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  where  Albert  and  Eugene 
Brooke  have  been  voting  for  the  last  several  years,  where  they 
claimed  their  residence,  and  whether  their  removal  to  Wash- 
ington was  permanent  or  not  ? 

I  never  saw  Albert  or  Eugene  deposit  a  ballot  in  my  life, 
but  I  know  that  they  have  come  to  these  polls  since  1869  for 
the  purpose  of  voting.  They  both  told  me  so,  and  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief  they  have  both  been  voting  here 
since  1869,  up  to  the  day  of  the  election.  I  have  never  heard 
them  say  where  they  claimed  their  residence.  I  do  not  know 
that  their  removal  to  Washington  was  permanent  or  not. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  not  know  that  they  have  been  so- 
journing on  business  temporarily  in  St.  Mary's  County  for 
several  months  during  the  last  year  ? 

Nothing,  except  what  I  heard  from  them  ;  they  both  told 
me  that  they  had. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one,  and  if  so  name 
him,  who  was  prevented  by  violence  or  intimidation  from 
voting  on  the  4th  of  November  last,  in  Prince  George's 
County  ? 

I  do  not. 

5th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873,  in  the  Third  Election  District,  or  Marlboro' 
District,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he  chose  to 
remain  and  wait? 
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I  was  not  here  at  the  opening  of  the  polls.  I  saw  no  diffi- 
culty in  voting,  provided  you  had  a  little  patience.  I  arrived 
at  11  o'clock,  and  voted  between  3  and  4  o'clock.  There  was  no 
difficulty  when  I  voted  ;  if  there  had  been  any  difficulty,  I 
was  not  a  witness  to  it. 

JNO.  B.  BROOKE. 

Test:    James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  29. 

Judson  F.  Richardson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  fol- 
lows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

My  name  is  Judson  F.  Richardson;  age,  52;  occupation, 
hotel-keeper ;  reside  in  Prince  George's  County,  and  voted  at 
Bladensburg. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  non-resi- 
dents of  the  county  or  State  who  voted  with  the  Republican 
party  at  said  election  ?  If  yea,  give  their  names,  state  how 
long  since  they  removed  from  the  county,  and  where  they 
now  reside. 

1  know  one  fellow,  who  lives  in  Washington  and  voted  at 
Bladensburg.  I  guess  he  voted  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  had  a  No.  3  ticket.  He  was  living  in  Washington  when 
I  moved  to  Bladensburg,  and  that  has  been  nearly  three  years. 
He  still  lives  there.  His  name  is  Joseph  H.  Beall.  I  never 
knew  that  there  was  an  H  in  his  name  until  I  saw  it  on  the 
poll-book  to-day  at  the  Clerk's  office. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  Joseph  H.  Beall  was 
registered,  and  whether  his  name  appeared  on  the  poll-book 
on  the  day  of  election,  and  do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowl- 
edge, that  he  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  and  might  not  a 
Democratic  ticket  have  contained  the  number  3  ? 

Yes ;  I  saw  it  there.  I  know  he  voted  the  Republican 
ticket,  because  I  saw  it. 

2  c?  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  he  has  voted  any  where 
else  since  you  say  he  left  the  county,  and  if,  to  your  knowl- 
edge, he  left  the  county  to  reside  permanently  elsewhere  ? 
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I  never  saw  him  vote ;  he  never  told  me  that  he  had  left 
the  county  permanently. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  other  parties  who  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  who  have  been  out  of  the  county  as 
long  as  he  has? 

I  do  not.  \ 

4th  Question. — Do  you  not  know  parties  votmg  a  Republi- 
can  ticket  with  the  names  of  Democratic  candidates  upon  it, 
and  parties  voting  the  Democratic  ticket  with  Republican 
names  on  it,  and  might  not  this  ticket,  marked  No.  3,  which 
you  say  was  voted  by  Beall,  been  one  of  that  character  ? 

I  know  a  party  with  a  Republican  ticket  with  Democratic 
names  on  it,  who  came  up  to  vote,  and  it  was  snatched  out  of  his 
hand  by  Mr.  Dan.enh.ower  and  torn  up.  Yes  ;  I  put  Mr.  Wal- 
lis'  name  on  about  sixty  myself.  I  don't  think  it  was  ;  I  saw 
nearly  every  name  on  it. 

bth  Question. — Did  the  man  referred  to,  by  you,  object  to 
Mr.  Danenhower  tearing  his  -ticket,  and  did  he  not  take 
another  ticket  offered  by  Mr.  D.,  and  was  that  the  only  ticket 
taken  away  from  parties  that  day  and  torn  up  ? 

I  do  not  think  he  had  time  to  object,  but  he  went  to  Dr. 
Wells  and  asked  him  to  make  him  out  another  ticket  exactly 
like  it,  and  went  up  and  voted.  The  ticket  torn  up  was  a  Re- 
publican ticket  with  two  Democratic  names  upon  it.  It  was 
the  only  ticket  I  saw  taken  away  and  torn  up  that  day. 

ftih  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  at  Bladensburg, 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to 
do  so,  if  he  chose  to  remain  during  the  day  and  wait  until  the 
crowd  had  voted? 

There  was. 

*Jth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 
by  violence  or  force  from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
such  violence  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873?     If  yea,  give  name  or  names. 

There  was  a  party  that  went  up  with  Dr.  Wells  to  vote, 
who  was  taken  away  by  Plummer  and  others,  and  carried  off 
up  the  street,  and  afterwards  came  with  Plummer  and  voted,  I 
think.     That  is  the  only  case  I  know  of. 

Sth  Question.-— Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  said 
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election  in  your  district  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  had 
not  been  registered  ? 

I  do  not. 

Ke-called  by  Mr.  Brooke  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  party  duly  regis- 
tered who  was  not  permitted  to  vote  at  said  election  ? 

I  do.  John  Hays.  There  was  a  Republican,  who  was  also 
registered,  but  did  not  vote  because  his  name  could  not  be 
found,  but  was  afterwards  found  and  he  was  sent  for,  but  he 
had  left. 

Ee-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  if  John  Hays,  who  offered  to 
vote,  was  refused  by  the  Judges,  and  why  they  refused  to 
take  his  vote  ? 

Because  they  could  not  find  his  name  on  the  poll-book.  He 
has  been  a  voter  there  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

JUDSON  F.  RICBARDSON. 

Test :    James  Harris. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9|  o'clock. 

January  6th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  30. 

J.  L.  Jarboe,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,, 
1873? 

My  name  is  Joseph  L.  Jarboe  ;  age,  25  ;  occupation,  clerk  y 
reside  in  Marlboro',  and  voted  in  the  Ninth  (Surratt's)  Dis- 
trict, Prince  George's  County. 

2c?  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  interfer- 
ence, by  candidates  or  other  parties,  with  any  voter  or  voters- 
on  the  day  of  said  election  ?     If  yea,  state  fully  all  about  it. 

I  do,  sir.  Mr.  A.  V.  Robey  carried  a  man  away  from  Mr. 
Hutchinson's  house,  about  2  o'clock  or  later,  on  the  morning 
of  the  election.  As  I  was  coming  out  of  Hutchinson's  door  I 
saw  one  man  pulling  another  ;  I  asked  what  was  the  matter, 
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and  some  one  remarked  that  Jenkins  was  trying  to  carry  this 
man  away  ;  I  told  Jenkins  that  he  could  not  carry  him  away 
unless  he  wanted  to  go  ;  I  then  told  him  to  let  the  man  go ; 
he  did  so  ;  and  the  man  went  back  into  the  house  with  me. 
I  then  went  out  of  the  house,  hut  left  the  man  in  the  house. 
A  short  time  afterwards,  I  saw  several  men  coming  from  to- 
wards the  house  ;  they  seemed  to  be  pulling  some  one  with 
them.  I  went  up  to  see  who  it  was  and  I  found  that  it  was 
the  same  man  that  I  had  taken  from  Jenkins,  and  before  I 
could  get  this  man  from  them,  they  threw  him  into  Robey's 
buggy,  and  Robey  jumped  in  and  started  with  him.  I  stopped 
Mr.  Robey's  horse,  and  told  Mr.  Robey  that  that  man  did  not 
want  to  go  and  that  he  could  not  carry  him  away  from  there ; 
>he  tried  to  get  away  the  best  he  could,  but  I  held  his  horse ; 
•a  great  many  persons  gathered  around  and  made  so  much 
;noise  that  I  could  scarcely  hear  what  was  going  on.  I  told 
them  that  if  they  would  keep  quiet  a  moment,  and  if  the  man 
;said  that  he  wanted  to  go,  he  could  go.  During  that,  Robey 
-was  trying  to  get  away  all  the  time.  I  then  asked  the  man 
if  he  wanted  to  go  ;  he  said  he  would  go,  but  would  come 
back  and  vote  with  me  in  the  morning.     I  then  let  Robey  pass. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question.- — Do  you  know  whether  the  party  went  away 
with  Mr.  Robey  without  resistance  ;  whether  or  not  he  had  not 
privately  requested  Mr.  Robey  to  take  him  away  because  of  the 
interference  of  the  Democrats,  who  wanted  him  to  vote  against 
his  wishes? 

He  went  away  with  Mr.  Robey;  I  don't  think  he  tried  to 
get  out  of  the  buggy  ;  I  don't  think  any  Democrats  asked  him 
to  vote  against  his  wishes. 

2d  Question. — Was  not  this  meeting  at  Hutchinson's,  the 
night  before  the  election,  held  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
any  colored  voters  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  that 
not  an  interference  with  the  election,  if  the  other  was? 

I  don't  think  it  was  ;  there  were  a  good  many  colored  per- 
sons there,  and  I  believe  they  would  have  voted  the  ticket  if 
they  had  not  been  carried  away;  it  was  not  an  interference 
with  the  election  ;  this  man,  whose  name  I  do  not  knowy  was 
carried  away  from  the  house  by  force  ;  he  said  he  was  a^oter. 
r6d  Question. — Do  you  know   or   not  whether  this    party, 
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whose  name  you  do  not  know,  was  going  away  with  Mr.  Jen- 
kins, the  party  who  first  had  him  in  charge,  and  from  whom 
you  took  him,  on  business  or  political  mission? 

I  presume  he  was  taking  him  away  to  make  him  vote  the 
Republican  ticket. 

4th  Question. — Did  the  party  or  parties  who  were  taking  the 
man  away  avow  that  it  was  their  purpose  of  voting  him  the 
next  day  against  his  wishes,  and  did  he  claim  your  protection 
against  them  ? 

They  did  not  say  that  they  intended  to  vote  him  ;  he  did 
not  ask  my  protection,  but  I  thought  he  needed  it. 

oth  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  this  man  who  went 
away  with  Mr.  Robey  voted  the  next  day  or  not,  and  how  he 
voted  ? 

I  do  not  know  whether  he  voted  or  how  he  voted. 

6th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time, 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1873,  at  your  election  polls,  for  any  one  wishing  to 
vote  to  do  so,  if  he  chose  to  remain  and  wait  until  the  crowd 
had  voted? 

Yes,  sir. 

*Jth  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  was  prevented 
by  violence  or  force  from  voting,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
such  violence  or  force,  did  not  vote  at  the  election  held  in  your 
district  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873?  If  yea,  give  name  or 
names. 

I  do  not. 

8th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  your 
district  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  had  not  been  registered  ? 

I  do  not. 

Re-called  by  Mr.  Brooke  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  attempt  to 
influence  the  colored  voters  on  said  day  of  election  ? 

I  heard  John  Simms  say  on  the  day  of  election,  whilst  the- 
voting  was  going  on,  near  the  window  where  the  ballots  were 
received,  that  no  colored  man  had  better  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket ;  some  one  asked  him  why,  and  he  said  that  "I  will  go . 
for  him." 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  any  voter  was  pre- 
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vented  from  voting  by  the   remarks  made  by  John  Simms  ? 
If  yea,  give  name  or  names. 

I  can't  say  whether  any  one  was  prevented  from  voting,  but 
I  think  the  remark  was  calculated  to  intimidate  those  that 
were  standing  around. 

J.  L.  JARBOE. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  31. 

C.  C.  Magruder,  Jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  C.  C.  Magruder,  Jr.  ;  age,  34  years  ;  occupation, 
attorney  at  law  ;  reside  in  Upjjer  Marlboro',  Prince  George's 
County,  Maryland,  where  I  voted  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  inter- 
ference by  parties  with  any  voter  or  voters,  on  the  day  of  said 
election,  or  of  any  intimidation  or  violence  used  to  prevent 
parties  from  voting  the  Democratic  ticket  ?  „ 

I  was  standing  in  the  Court  House  yard  on  the  morning  of 
the  election,  and  saw  a  wagon  driven  by  the  Court  House,  on 
the  side  next  to  Gardner's  Hotel,  by  one  of  the  young  Mr. 
Pumphreys.-  I  do  not  know  his  name.  There  were  two  or 
three  white  and  five  or  six  colored  men  in  it.  I  went  around 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Hall  building,  where  the  wagon 
had  stopped,  and  the  parties  alighted  therefrom.  Among  the 
number  who  got  out  of  the  wagon  was  Alec  Gross,  Sr.  I 
met  him  with  the  others  coming  in  the  direction  of  the  Court 
House.  A  young  man  ran  up  and  seized  Alec  Gross,  saying, 
"This  is  my  father,  and  he  shall  not  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket."  He  was  followed  by  at  least  a  dozen  other  colored 
men,  who  endeavored  to  take  him  from  us.  We  brought  him 
along  until  we  got  into  the  gate  leading  to  the  Court  House 
yard  at  the  Clerk's  office,  when  he  was  by  force  taken  from 
us  by  the  colored  men,  and  carried  in  front  of  the  Court 
House,  near  the  brick  office.  The  man,  Alec  Gross,/was 
frightened,  confused,  and,  I  think,  thoroughly  intimidated. 
I  endeavored,  at  the  Court  House  gate,  to  allay  the  excite- 
ment, which  was  then  very  great.    I  saw  Mr.  Enos  Pumphrey, 


Brooke  vs.  Widdicombe.  87 

who  was  at  that  time  a  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  urged  upon 
him  the  propriety  of  quelling  the  excitement.  He  went  into 
the  crowd,  and  after  awhile  it  seemed  to  quiet  down.  After 
Mr.  Pumphrey  did  what  I  requested  him  to  do,  I  came  into 
the  Court  House  yard,  where,  near  the  door  leading  into  the 
Court  House,  I  saw  Captain  Widdicombe,  one  of  the  candi- 
dates for  Clerk.  I  requested  him  to  go  out  and  stop  the  ex- 
citement, as  I  thought  his  presence  would  have  great  weight 
in  dispelling  the  colored  men,  who  outnumbered  the  white 
men  in  the  crowd  surrounding  Alec  Gross.  He  told  me  that 
he  had  been  out  there,  and  endeavored  to  quiet  themy  but 
failed ;  that  he  had  seen  Alec,  who  told  him  that  he  wanted 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  that  he,  Widdicombe,  then 
left  the  crowd.  I  thanked  him  for  so  doing  ;  told  him  that 
I  was  much  obliged  to  him,  and  shook  him  by  the  hand.  I 
saw  Gross  about  ten  minutes  after,  at  Mr.  Turner's  corner  ; 
he  was  greatly  agitated,  and  scarcely  knew  what  to  say  or  do. 
His  son,  Alec  Gross,  Jr.,  and  other  colored  persons,  had  entire 
control  of  him.     I  did  not  see  him  afterwards  that  day. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  whether  Mr.  William 
B.  Bowie  was  not  allowed,  after  you  say  the  crowd  had  Alec 
Gross  in  possession,  to  take  him  to  the  polls,  and  if  he,  Gross, 
had  so  desired,  if  he  could  not  have  voted  as  he  pleased? 

I  did  not  see  Mr.  Bowie  with  Gross  at  all  that  day,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  Gross  could  have  voted  at  all  from  the  time 
he  came  to  Marlboro',  up  to  the  time  I  saw  him  last,  which 
was  about  1  o'clock. 

2d  Question. — Was  not  the  excitement  of  which  you  spoke 
caused  by  the  contest  going  on  between  both  parties  as  to 
which  should  take  the  old  man  Gross  to  the  polls  to  vote,  and 
did  not  Mr.  Pumphrey  rescue  him  from  the  Bepublicans,  and 
assure  him  that  he  should  vote  as  he  desired? 

The  contest  originated  by  Alec  Gross,  Jr.,  saying  that  his 
father  should  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  which  was  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  crowd  of  colored  men  attempting  to  take  him 
by  force  from  the  Democrats,  and  they  finally  succeeded  in 
taking  him  away  from  us  ;  it  was  a  contest  as  to  which  side 
should  vote  him,  after  the  remark  made  by  his  son.     I  do  not 
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know  whether  or  or  not  Mr.  Pumphrey  rescued  him  or  offered 
him  any  assurance  as  to  how  he  should  vote. 

3d  Question. — -Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  agitation  of 
Alec  Gross  at  Turner's  corner  was  not  caused  by  a  change  of 
mind  which  had  taken  place  after  his  talk  with  his  son,  and 
because  of  a  fear  if  he  did  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  as 
he  had  promised  to  do,  he  might  lose  his  place  ? 

The  first  intimation  I  had  of  his  desire  to  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  was  from  the  remark  of  his  son,  who  repeatedly 
said  that  he  should  not  vote  it,  as  well  as  the  other  colored 
ones  in  the  crowd.  The  agitation  referred  to  by  me  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  effect  of  the  interference  and  in- 
timidation that  had  been  used  against  him  from  the  time  that 
he  got  out  of  the  wagon  until  I  last  saw  him.  I  know  nothing 
of  any  conversation  between  the  father  and  the  son  in  regard 
to  the  old  man's  losing  his  place  if  he  did  not  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.     I  know  nothing  about  it. 

4th  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873,  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he 
chose  to  remain  during  the  day,  and  wait  until  the  crowd  had 
voted  ? 

I  think  there  was  ample  time  and  opportunity  for  parties  to 
vote,  if  they  had  thought  projDer  to  subject  themselves  to  the 
indignities  and  reproaches  that  were  offered  on  that  day  ;  I 
do  not  think  that  Alec  Gross  could  have  been  persuaded  to 
vote  at  all  at  the  time  that  I  saw  him,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
given  above. 

5th  Question. — Was  there  not  a  period  of  several  hours  in 
the  afternoon  when  there  was  no  difficulty  of  access  to  the 
polls  ;  any  one  desiring  to  vote  could  do  so  without  inter- 
ference ? 

I  think  there  was  a  period  of  an  hour  or  so  when  parties 
could  vote  if  they  saw  proper  to  do  so,  under  the  inrt\ences  I 
have  stated  above. 

6th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  said 
election  in  your  district,  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  had 
not  been  registered,  or  of  any  qualified  voters  offering  to 
vote  on  said  day  of  election,  whose  vote  was  refused  by  the 
Judges  ? 
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I  can   not  speak  of  the  voting  out  of  my  district ;  I  do  not 
know  of  any  one  in  my  own  district  ? 

C.  C.  MAGRUDER,  Jr. 
Test:     James  Harris. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  half-past  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning:. 


January  7th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

There  being   no  witness  in   attendance,  adjourned  until  9^ 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


January  8th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition  No.  32. 

George  W.  Wilson,  Jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as 
•follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

My  name  is  George  W.  Wilson,  Jr.  ;  age,  29  years  ;  occu- 
pation, merchant  ;  reside  at  Upper  Marlboro',  and  voted  in 
the  Third  Election  District  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

2c?  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  inter- 
ference by  parties,  with  any  voter  or  voters  on  the  day  of  said 
election,  and  do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  intimidation 
of  voters  at  the  same  ;  if  yea,  state  all  you  know  about  it  ? 

I  remember  the  case  of  Alec  ;  his  other  name  I  don't  re- 
member ;  he  resides,  I  think,  at  Wm.  P.  Pumphrey's  ;  he 
came  here  with  his  ticket,  and  got  as  far  as  the  office,  in  front 
of  the  Court  House,  and  he  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of 
black  men,  and  there  was  considerable  disturbance  ;  he  was 
pushed  and  jostled  about,  and  said  that  he  was  afraid  to  go 
any  further  ;  that  it  was  as  much  as  his  life  was  worth  to  go 
any  further.  I  do  not  think  he  voted.  There  came  very 
near  being  a  riot,  and  I  was  called  on  by  Mr.  Pumphrey,  the 
Constable,  to  help  him  to  arrest  a  man  ;  I  got  the  man  on  the 
ground,  and  was  pulled  off  ;  by   whom,   I   don't   know.     I 
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know  of  no  intimidation.     I  know  a  negro  who  was  bailed 

out  of  jail  ;  I  think  his  name  is  Tom -,  who  told  me  that 

morning  that  he  was  afraid  to  vote  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  voted  or  not. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  one  who  was  pre- 
vented, by  violence  or  intimidation,  from  voting  at  the  election 
held  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873  ? 

I  do  not  positively,  but  believe  that  the  man  Alec  was. 

2d  Question. — Was  there  not  ample  opportunity  and  time 
between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  day  of 
November,  1873,-  for  any  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do  so,  if  he 
chose  to  remain  during  the  day,  and  wait  until  the  crowd 
had  voted? 

If  a  man  had  not  been  afraid,  there  was  ample  time. 

od  Question.- — Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  at  said 
election,  in  your  district  or  elsewhere  in  the  county,  who  had 
not  been  registered  ? 

I  do  not. 

GEO.  W.  WILSON,  Jr. 

Test :  James  Harris. 


January  9  th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

There  being  no  witnesses  in  attendance,  continued   until 
9^  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


January  10th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Deposition   No.  33. 

Staley  N.  Magruder,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as 
follows : 

1st  Question.— St&te  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873? 

My  name  is  Staley  N.  Magruder  ;  age,  60  years  ;  occupa- 
tion, farmer  ;  reside  in  Prince  George's  County,  Bladensburg 
District,  and  I  voted  in  the  Second  Election  District,  on  the 
4th  day  of  November,  1873. 
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Id  Question. — Were  you  or  not  Registrar  of  voters  in  said 
district  during  the  year  1873? 

I  was. 

3c?  Question. — As  such  Registrar,  did  you  or  not  register 
three  white  men  as  qualified  voters  on  the  last  day  of  regis- 
tration, and  subsequently  erase  their  names  from  the  registration 
book  without  their  knowledge  or  consent,  and  without  their 
being  apprised  of  the  fact  until  the  day  of  election  ?  If  yea, 
state  the  names  of  the  parties  so  erased,  and  the  reasons  which 
induced  you  to  do  the  same.  State  fully  all  you  know  on  the 
subject. 

I  did.     Charles  H.  Walker  was  one  ;  Charles  H.  Dickenson 
and  Patrick   Ferquher.     My  reason  for  doing  so  was  this  :   I 
will  take  Dickenson  first ;  Mr.  Dickenson  was  employed  in  the 
county  as  agent  for  some  Sewing  Machine  Company  ;  he  was 
a  Virginian  by  birth  ;   he  moved   his  family  to  the  City  of 
Washington  and  moved  them  thence  in  June  last  to  the  county, 
and  he  said  that  he  had  been  a  resident  of  the  county  for  twelve 
months  to  last  October.     He  made  his  case  out  pretty  fair  to 
his  own  idea,  and  then  he  left  it  to  me  to  do  it.     I  did  hesitate 
sometime  before  I  registered  his  name.     He  was  not  present 
when  I  registered  his  name  ;  this  was  before  the  last  days  of 
registration,  I  think.     After  reflecting   upon  and  before  the 
books  went  out  of  my  hands,  I  considered  that  he  had  no  resi- 
dence and  struck  his  name  from  the  books  ;  it  was  after  serious 
reflection  that  I  did  so.     Mr:  Charles  Walker  was  the  next ; 
his  statement  was  that  his  family  did  not  live  in  the  county, 
nor  never  had,  but  he  owned  property  in  the  county,  and  had 
been  employed  in   carrying  on  a  mill  for  two  years  in  the 
county,  but  had  not  voted  for  two  years  any  where.     I  put  his 
name  down  on  the  very  last  day  and  in  his  presence,  and  just 
before  I  closed  the  book,  and,  upon  reflection,  I  struck  his  name 
off.     Patrick  Ferquher  was  an  Irishman  ;  he  stated  that  he 
had  been  in  the  country  twenty-four  years  and  had  voted,  but 
had  no  naturalization  or  transfer  papers,  and,  upon  reflection, 
I  struck  his  name  off.     I  had  registered  his  name  in  his  pres- 
ence.    I  struck  all  three  of  their  names  off  out  of  their  presence, 
because  I  thought  the  law  was  against  me.     Two  of  them  had 
no  residence,  in  my  opinion,  and  the  other  had  not  the  proper 
papers.     These   parties  were  not   notified  that   their  names 
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were  stricken  off,  because  I  did  not  think  the  law  requires  it ; 
although  I  thought  it  my  duty,  through  an  act  of  courtesy, 
to  do  so. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — -Did  you  strike  off  the  names  referred  to  by 
you  above,  because  you  thought  they  would  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  or  would  you  not  have  done  the  same  thing  in 
compliance  with  law,  as  you  understood  it,  if  they  had  been 
Republicans ;  and  did  you  not  act  as  your  conscience  dictates 
and  as  the  law  requires  ? 

I  did.  My  impression  was  that  they  would  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  but  I  did  not  know  positively  how  they 
would  vote.     I  am  a  Democrat  myself. 

2d  Question. — As  Registrar,  did  you  give  any  notice  to  the 
Judges  of  Election  that  you  had  improperly  registered  any 
man  and  afterwards  stricken  off  his  name  ;  and  if  not,  wh)r  did 
you  not  give  such  notice  ;  and  were  not  those  names  stricken 
off  before  making  out  your  list  and  before  said  books  had  been 
returned  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  ?  Was  not  said  elec- 
tion conducted  fairly  in  your  opinion  ? 

I  did  not  give  any  such  notice  to  the  Judges  of  Election, 
because  the  books  were  sealed  until  the  day  of  election,  and  I 
thought  I  would  let  things  take  their  course.  They  were 
stricken  off  before  the  books  were  returned  to  the  clerk,  and 
before  the  list  was  sent  to  the  Judges  of  Election.  Said  elec- 
tion was  conducted  as  fair  as  usual,  in  my  opinion.  I  came 
away  about  one  o'clock. 

STALEY  N.  MAGRUDER. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

Thereupon  adjourned  until  twelve  o'clock  M.,  Monday, 
January  12,  1874. 


January  12th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  continued  until  to-morrow, 
9£  o'clock  A.  M. 


January  13th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  continued  until  to-mor- 
row morning,  9^  o'clock. 
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January  14th,  1874.  » 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row, 9^  o'clock  A.  M. 


January  15th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  continued  until  to-mor- 
row morning,  9^  o'clock. 


January  16th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  adjourned  until  to-mor- 


row morning,  9^  o'clock. 


January  17th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  continued  until  9^  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Monday,  January  19th,  1874. 


January  19th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  continued  until  to-mor- 
row morning,  9^  o'clock. 


January  20th,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  continued  until  to-mor- 
row morning,  9|  o'clock. 


January  21st,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  adjourned  until  9^  o'clock 
A.  M.,  to-morrow. 


January  22d,  1874. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

No  witnesses  being  in  attendance,  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning,  9^  o'clock. 
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*  January  23d,  1874. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

There  being  no  witnesses  in  attendance,  adjourned  until  9^ 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


January  24th,  1874. 
Met   pursuant   to    adjournment,    and   adjourned   until    12 
o'clock  M.,  Monday,  January  26th,  1874. 


Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 


January  26th,  1874. 


Deposition  No.  34. 

A.  T.  Brooke,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  as 
follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence,  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  Augustus  T.  Brooke ;  age,  30,  the  9th  of  March, 
1874;  clerk;  residence,  Upper  Marlboro',  and  voted  in  the 
Third  Election  District,  Prince  George's  County. 

2d  Question. —Did.  you  or  not  see  parties  acting  as  clerks  of 
election  at  said  polls  who  were  not  duly  qualified  ?  If  yea, 
give  their  names. 

I  did.  I  acted  myself  a  portion  of  the  day.  I  saw  Thomas 
E.  Williams  and  Charles  C.  West,  both  acting  as  such.  I 
was  not  sworn  in,  and  acted  at  the  request  of  the  Judges.  I 
know  that  the  others  were  not  sworn  in  during  the  day.  I 
saw  the  Judges  swear  Mr.  Williams  in  after  the  polls  were 
closed.  No  one  said  any  thing  to  me  about  being  sworn  in, 
and  I  think  not  to  Mr.  West. 

Zd  Question. — Did  you  or  not  have  a  conversation  with 
George  Bowling  in  regard  to  voting  in  this  county  ?  If  yea, 
state  the  same  and  when  it  occurred. 

I  did.  It  was  on  the  6th  of  November,  1873  ;  two  days 
after  the  election.  I  met  George  Bowling  in  the  Court  House 
yard.  He  commenced  the  conversation  by  saying  he  regretted 
very  much  he  had  to  vote  against  my  brother  at  the  election. 
I  told  him  that  I  was  rather  surprised  to  see  him  here  voting 
at  all.     He  said  that  he  heard  that  his  name  was  still  on  the 
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registration  book,  and  he  thought  he  might  as  well  come  down 
and  vote,  but  that  it  was  the  last  time  that  he  ever  expected 
to  vote  here.  He  said  that  he  left  here  with  the  intention  of 
returning  to  live  here.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  considered 
himself  a  resident  of  this  place  or  the  county  ;  to  which  he 
gave  no  direct  answer — neither  admitting  or  denying  the  same. 

[The  last  question  and  the  answer  thereto  was  excepted  to, 
for  the  reason  that  neither  notice  served  upon  Robert  S.  Widdi- 
combe, or  his  attorney,  contained  any  statement  that  such 
question  would  be  asked  or  proof  given.] 

4dh  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  how  long  since  the  Rev. 
L.  J.  Evans,  colored,  removed  from  this  county,  and  whether 
he  voted  here  at  the  late  election  ? 

I  do.  It  was  last  winter  ;  either  in  January  or  February. 
I  saw  him  vote  here. 

5th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  how  long  Charles  Mar- 
shall has  been  out  of  the  county,  and  where  he  lived  at  the 
time  of  the  election  ? 

He  has  been  out  of  the  county  for  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
months.  He  told  me  the  night  before  the  election  that  he 
was  living  in  Washington. 

Qth  Question. — Do  you  know  how  long  H.  Eugene  Brooke 
and  Albert  Brooke  have  been  residing  in  Washington  City, 
and  whether,  since  they  removed  there,  they  have  only  visited 
the  county  at  long  intervals  and  for  short  periods  of  time. 
Have  you  not  been  intimate  with  said  parties,  and  prior  to  the 
late  election  did  you  ever  hear  either  exj>ress  the  intention  of 
returning  to  this  county  to  reside  ? 

I  know  that  H.  Eugene  Brooke  has  been  living  in  Wash- 
ington for  nearly  four  years  ;  that  Albert  Brooke  has  been 
living  there  for  upwards  of  two  years  ;  I  have  seen  them  in 
the  county  quite  often  during  that  time,  on  visits  of  both  long 
and  short  duration  ;  I  have  been  intimate  with  said  parties, 
and  never  heard  them  express  any  intention  of  returning  to 
Prince  George's  County  to  live. 

*Jth  Question. — Do  you  know  in  what  election  district  of  said 
county  the  farm,  whereon  the  mother  of  these  parties  formerly 
resided,  is  situated,  and  how  do  you  know  it? 

I  have  always  heard  that  it  was  in  the  Fourth  Election 
District,  and  have  seen  upon  the  assessment  books  of  this 
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county  that  the  farm  is  assessed  in  said  Fourth  Election  Dis- 
trict. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — What  relation  are  you  to  the  Contestant  in 
this  case,  and  are  you  not  his  chief  clerk  ? 

I  am  his  brother  and  his  chief  clerk. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  you  acted  in  violation 
of  law  in  acting'  as  Clerk  to  the  Judges  of  the  Election  with- 
out being  sworn  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

3d  Question. — Did  you.  whilst  acting  as  such  clerk,  do  any- 
thing, to  your  knowledge,  in  violation  of  law,  and  did  you  not 
faithfully  perform  your  duty  while  acting  as  such  clerk  ? 

I  did  not  do  anything  in  violation  of  law,  and  performed 
my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

4dh  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  neither  Mr.  Williams 
nor  Mr.  West  were  not  sworn  in  by  the  Judges  of  Election 
upon  assuming  the  duties  of  clerk  to  the  same  ? 

I  was  present  when  they  were  called  upon  by  the  Judges, 
and  did  not  see  them  administer  any  oath  to  them  ;  I  pre- 
sume they  did  not  previously,  as  they  swore  Mr.  Williams  in 
as  clerk  after  the  polls  were  closed ;  they  had  been  acting 
during  the  day. 

5th  Question — Do  you  know  whether  the  Rev.  Lewis  Evans 
removed  permanently  from  the  county  or  not  ? 

I  don:t  know  ;  he  is  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  presume 
that  he  has  no  permanent  residence  anywhere. 

Uh  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  Charles  Marshall  has 
been  back  to  the  county  since  he  first  removed?  And,  if  so, 
how  often? 

I  do  ;  I  have  seen  him  here  twice  last  summer,  and  at  the 
time  of  election. 

1th  Question.- — Do  you  know  whether  Eugene  Brooke  and 
Albert  Brooke  have  been  voting  in  Prince  George's  County 
for  the  last  four  years,  or  for  how  long  a  time? 

I  have  seen  them  vote  here  for  several  years,  except  the 
election  held  in  1872,  on  which  day  I  saw  neither  one  of  them 
here,  and  do  not  think  that  they  voted. 

8th  Question. — Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Eugene  Brooke 
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intended  to  vote  here  at  the  election  in  1872,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  an  accident  ? 

I  do  not. 

A.  T.  BROOKE. 

Test:    James  Harris. 

Deposition  No.  35. 

William  PI.  Harper,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  deposes 
as  follows  : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence  and  where  you  voted  at  the  election  held  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1873? 

My  name  is  William  H.  Harper  ;  age,  33  years  ;  druggist, 
and  reside  in  Upper  Marlboro' ,  and  where  I  voted  on  the  .4th 
day  of  November,  1873. 

2d  Question.— Have  you  or  not  had  any  conversations  with 
George  Bowling,  since  he  left  here,  in  regard  to  returning  to 
this  county  to  live  ?     If  yea,  please  state  the  same. 

I  have  ;  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  in  Washington  ;  he 
commenced  the  conversation  and  told  me  that  he  never  in- 
tended to  come  back  here  to  live,  and  advised  me  to  leave 
Prince  George's  County  also  ;  this  conversation  occurred  in 
the  fall  of  1872. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  know  how  long  H.  Eugene  Brooke 
and  Albert  Brooke  have  been  residing  in  Washington  City, 
and  whether,  since  they  have  removed  there,  they  have  only 
visited  the  county  occasionally  ?  Have  you  not  been  intimate 
with  said  parties,  and,  prior  to  the  late  election,  did  you  ever 
hear  either  of  them  express  the  intention  of  returning  here  to 
reside  ? 

Eugene  went  there  either  the  latter  part  of  1869  or  the 
first  part  of  1870  ;  I  can't  say  which.  He  was  in  business, 
first  by  himself,  and  afterwards  took  Mr.  Drury  in  with  him. 
Albert  left  when  his  mother  left,  and  I  think  she  left  in  1870. 
The  only  home  he  had  was  with  her  ;  and  since  they  left  they 
have  only  visited  the  county  occasionally.  I  have  been  inti- 
mate with  said  parties,  and  I  never  heard  either  of  them, 
prior  to  the  election,  express  any  intention  of  returning  to 
the  county  to  reside. 
7. 
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Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  where  H.  Eugene  Brooke  has 
"been  voting  for  the  last  several  years  during  his  stay  in  Wash- 
ington? 

He  has  been  voting  in  Prince  George's  County. 

2c?  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  Wm.  H.  Queen,  com- 
monly called  "Polk  Queen,"  and  whether  or  not  he  voted  in 
the  Third  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873,  and  whether  he  voted  for  Kobert  S. 
Widdicombe  or  Henry  Brooke,  the  Contestant  ? 

I  do  know  Wm.  H.  Queen,  and  do  not  know  whether  he 
voted  or  not. 

3c?  Question.- — Did  you  hear  him  say  whether  he  intended 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke  or  Mr.  Widdicombe,  and  do  you  know 
of  any  one  giving  him  a  ticket  with  Mr.  Brooke's  name  upon 
it,  and  did  he  consent  to  vote  the  same  ? 

He  told  me  that  he  wanted  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke  ;  that  he 
came  down  here  more  for  that  purpose  than  anything  else. 
He  went  into  my  store,  and  I  made  out  a  ticket  for  him,  it 
being  an  entire  Republican  ticket,  except  that  Mr.  Brooke's 
name  was  upon  it,  and  he  intended  to  vote  the  same. 

Re-cross-exaniined : 

1st  Question. — Was  not  the  ticket  you  gave  Queen  a  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  with  the  names  of  the  Republican  candidates 
written  upon  it? 

It  was. 

Have  you  not  examined  the  ballots  of  Marlboro'  District,  and 
failed  to  find  that  ticket  among  them,  and  did  you  not  see 
said  Queen  vote? 

I  have  not  examined  them  myself;  I  understand  that  it 
was  not  among  them.  I  heard  that  it  was  taken  away  from 
him  in  the  yard.     I  did  not  see  him  vote. 

W.  H.  HARPER. 

Test:  James  Harris. 

The  Contestant  now  files  with  me  the  papers  herewith  re- 
turned, marked  "Exhibits  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11, 
12,  13,  14  and  15,"  purporting  to  be  certified  extracts 
from  the  poll  and  registration  books  of  Prince  George's 
County,  a  copy   of  the  returns  of  election  of  1S73  in  said 
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county,  a  copy  of  the  Docket  Entries  in  the  case  of  the  State 
vs.  Worthington,  and  of  the  presentment  in  the  same  case,  in 
the  Circuit  Court  for  said  county  ;  and  also  the  Docket  Entries 
in  the  cases  of  the  State  vs.  George  Locker  ;  same  vs.  Nace 
Beall,  and  same  vs.  Mack  Johnson. 

Mr.  Robert  S.  Widdicombe  afterwards  filed  with  me  the 
paper  herewith  returned,  marked  "  R.  S.  W.,  No.  1  ;"  to 
which  the  said  Henry  Brooke  filed  a  response,  also  herewith 
returned,  marked  "  H.  B." 

Neither  party  desiring  to  make  any  further  interrogatories, 
or  producing  any  other  witnesses,  I  accordingly  close  this 
testimony,  and  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  statement 
of  answers  given  by  the  several  witnesses  as  they  were  re- 
spectively produced  and  examined  before  me. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  26th  day  of  January, 
Anno  Domini,  1874. 

[l.  s.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  James  Harris,  Esq.,  before  whom 
the  annexed  depositions  were  taken,  and  who  has  thereto  sub- 
scribed his  name,  was,  at  the  time  of  so  doing,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Prince  .George's,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the 
seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  this 
26th  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County. 
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To  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the 

House  of  Delegates  op  the  State  of  Maryland  : 
Sir : 

In  accordance  with  tlie  provisions  of  the  61st  Section  of 
the  35th  Article  of  the  Maryland  Code  of  Public  General 
Laws,  I  herewith  transmit  a  certificate  of  notices  and  proof 
of  the  service  of  the  same,  and  the  deposition  taken  in  the 
Contested  Election  Case  therein  named. 

Respectfully,  KUFUS  BELT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  and  for 

Prince  George's  County. 


To  Henry  Brooke,  Esq.  : 

Sir — You  are  hereby  notified  that  in  accordance  with  Sec- 
tion 52,  of  Article  35,  of  the  Code  of  Public  General  Laws 
of  Maryland,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1865,  chapter  143,  re- 
lating to  contested  elections,  Bobert  S.  Widdicombe,  whose 
election  as  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's 
County,  under  the  election  held  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873,  you  are  contesting,  has  applied  to  the  undersigned,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  and  for  the 
County  of  Prince  George's  aforesaid,  for  a  notice  under  my 
hand  and  seal,  to  be  directed  to  you,  notifying  you  that  he 
will  examine  before  me  the  following  persons  as  witnesses, 
who  are  hereinafter  named,  to  wit  : 

H.  Eugene  Brooke,  Albert  Brooke,  George  Bowling,  Sam'l 
Williams,  Charles  Marshall,  Wm.  H.  Queen,  Win.  Orme, 
John  McNally,  Wm.  Allen,  Francis  Allen,  Solomon  Chany, 
Joseph  H.  Bell,  R.  H.  Beall,  Geo.  Marshall,  Edward  Riley, 
Barney  West,  Wm.  H.  Harper,  Jas.  B.  Belt,  Jere.  Ryon, 
Arthur  Tolson,  Samuel  Brown,  Matthew  Johnson,  Philip 
Jones,  Robert  Carroll,  Fielder  C.  Duval,  James  H.  Parker, 
Samuel  Jennings,  John  Ridout,  Benj.  Fletcher,  Sr.,  Benj. 
Fletcher,  Jr.,  Eli  S.  Prime,  Wm.  Wallace,  Geo.  W.  Jack- 
son, Alex.   Gross,  Jr.,  Geo.  F.  Eberly,  Thos.  H.   Jackson, 
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Daniel  A.  Jenkins,  John  Wood,  Alex.  Barns,  Thos.  Holland, 
Lewis  Johnson,  Theophilus  Johnson,  Richard  H.  Sansbury, 
B.  Frank  Duvall,  John  E.  Gardner,  Lemuel  Porter,  James 
Flint,  John  W.  Duvall,  Benedict  Yost,  George  C.  Merrick, 
Geo.  Locker,  Edward  Jones,  Ben].  I.  Gwynn,  Frederick  W. 
Foulke,  Peter  G.  Grimes,  Alex.  Gross,  Sr.,  Jas.  T.  Perkins, 
Alonzo  Darcy,  Mordecai  Stamp,  Chas.  Stewart,  John  Thomas, 
Oden  Williams,  Geo.  Tenley. 

By  whom'  he  expects  to  prove — 

First.  That  H.  Eugene  Brooke,  Albert  Brooke,  Geo.  Bow- 
ling, Charles  Marshall,  Joseph  H.  Beall,  Geo.  W.  Jackson, 
Frederick  W.  Foulke,  Samuel  Williams,  Wm.  Orme,  and 
Wm.  H.  Queen,  John  McNally,  Francis  Allen,  and  Minor 
Pose  were  not  disqualified  as  voters  in  Prince  George's  County, 
on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  on  the  ground  of  non- 
residence. 

Second.  That  Ambrose  Carroll,  Hamilton  Carroll,  and 
Henry  Holland  were  21  years  of  age  on  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873,  or  prior  thereto. 

Third.  That  Mack  Johnson,  Nace  Beall,  and  George  Locker 
were  not  unpardoned  convicts  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873,  and  thereby  disqualified  from  voting. 

Fourth.  That  Aquilla  Wilson,  John  W.  Lowe,  Daniel 
Clarke,  George  Hammond,  Robert  Oliver,  John  Buckmaster, 
Joseph  Withers,  Michael  Sparrow,  H.  Brune  Bowie,  C.  C. 
Hyatt,  Jr.,  Carter  Hall,  W.  W.  W.  Bowie,' Oden  Mulliken, 
John  Francis  Mudd,  John  D.  Seitz,  T.  Thompson,  Chas.  G. 
Addison,  Walter  Addison,  J.  Lack  Higgins,  being  non-resi- 
dents of  said  county,  were  permitted  to  vote  and  did  vote  for 
Henry  Brooke,  the  Contestant,  at  the  election  held  in  Prince 
George's  County,  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

Fifth.  That  Thomas  A.  Hyde,  an  unpardoned  convict,  did 
vote  for  the  Contestant  in  the  Third  Election  District  of  Prince 
George's  County,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

Sixth.  That  Ammond  Shaffer  voted  in  the  Second  Election 
District,  in  Prince  George's  County,  on  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873,  for  Henry  Brooke,  the  Contestant,  the  said  Shaffer 
being,  at  the  time  of  casting  his  vote,  a  minor. 

Seventh.  That,  owing  to  intimidation  and  other  unlawful 
Interference,   legally    qualified   voters   were   prevented   from 
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voting  for  Robert  S.  Widdicombe,  for  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
Court  for  Prince  George's  Count}?-,  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th.  day  of  November,  1873,  to  wit:  Thos.  H.  Jackson,  Bar- 
ney West,  Major  Coats,  Win.  Shorter,  and  Butler  Snow. 

Eighth.  That  James  Oakey,  Oclen  Williams,  Chas.  Stewart, 
Alex.  Gross,  Sr.,  and  Washington  Johnson  were  not  pre- 
vented by  intimidation  or  other  illegal  causes,  from  voting 
the  Democratic  ticket,  or  for  Henry  Brooke,  the  Contestant,  at 
the  election  held  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

And  you  are  further  notified  that  the  said  Robert  S.  Wid- 
dicombe  shall  offer  in  evidence  certified  copies  and  extracts 
from  the  poll  and  registration  books  of  the  respective  districts 
of  said  county. 

You  are,  therefore,  hereby  notified  to  attend,  in  person 
or  by  attorney,  at  the  Court  House,  in  the  town  of  Upper 
Marlboro',  on  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  January,  1874,  at 
12  o'clock,  M.,  to  cross-examine  witnesses,  and  do  such  other 
matters  in  the  premises  as  you  desire ;  and  you  are  further 
notified  if  such  testimony  cannot  be  taken  on  the  day  named, 
the  taking  of  the  same  will  be  continued  from  day  to  day 
until  the  same  is  completed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  7th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[l.  s.]  RUFUS  BELT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

1874,  January  7th.     Service  admitted. 

C.  C.  MAGRUDER,  Jr., 
Attorney  for  H.  Brooke,  Contestant. 


Deposition  No.  1. 

Albert  Brooke  being  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  in  what 
election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  Albert  Brooke  ;  thirty-four  years  of  age  next 
birth-day  ;  resident  of  Prince  George's,  and  voted  in  the  Third 
Election  District. 

2cZ  Question. — Please  state  how  long  you  have  voted  in  this 
county  and  district,  and  have  you  ever  voted  or  offered  to  vote 
elsewhere  ? 
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I  voted  in  Prince  George's,  Third  Election  District,  since 
1806,  and  I  have  never  voted  or  offered  to  vote  elsewhere. 

3d  Question.- — Was  yonr  name  on  the  list  of  registered 
voters  and  on  the  poll-hook  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873,  and 
did  the  Judges  of  Election  receive  and  deposit  your  vote  in  the 
ballot-box  on  the  said  election  day  without  objection  ?     » 

My  name  was  on  the  registration  list  and  also  the  poll-book, 
and  my  vote  was  received  without  a  murmur  and  deposited  in 
the  box. 

4th  Question. — How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  county, 
and  have  you  ever  lost  your  residence  in  the  county  ? 

I  have  resided  in  the  county  since  1865  ;  I  never  have  lost 
my  residence. 

5th  Question. — Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  tell  Mr.  Wm.  B. 
Bowie  that  you  had  removed  from  this  county  about  two  years 
since  or  at  any  other  time  ? 

I  never  did. 

6th  Question. — Do  you  know  or  do  you  not  know  John  Buck- 
master  ;  if  so,  state  if  you  saw  him  at  the  polls  on  the  4th  day 
of  November,  1873  ;  state  further  if  he  voted  and  if  you  know 
bow  he  voted  ? 

I  know  John  Buckmaster  ;  I  saw  bim  at  the  polls  ;  be  came 
at  my  solicitation  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke,  and  told  me  he  had 
done  so. 

'Jth  Question. — Please  state  if  you  have  any  objection  to 
state  how  you  voted  and  for  whom  you  voted  for  clerk  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873? 

I  voted  the  Republican  ticket  with  the  exception  of  Henry 
Brooke,  for  whom  I  voted  for  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court. 

8th  Question. — Was  there  or  was  there  not  ample  time  be- 
tween the  opening  and  the  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873,  for  all  persons  desiring  to  vote  to  do  so, 
without  hindrance  or  obstruction  ;  and  was  not  the  result  of 
the  election  on  that  day  a  fair  discussion  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  legally  qualified  voters  ;  and  do  you  know  of  any  por-son 
whose  name  does  not  appear  upon  the  list  of  qualified,  voters, 
as  returned  by  the  officer  of  registration,  who  Yoted,  at  said 
election? 

From  the  time  I  arrived  in  Marlboro',  which  was  about 
half-past  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  I  observed  no,  Mndvanoe  in.  any 
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manner,  and  I  think  the  time  was  ample  ;  I  think  the  expres- 
sion was  fair  ;  I  see  no  reason  why  it  was  not ;  I  do  not  know 
of  any  person,  whose  name  does  not  appear  upon  the  list  of 
qualified  voter s,  who  voted. 

9th  Question. — Are  you  acquainted  with  H.  Eugene  Brooke 
and  G-eorge  Bowling,  and  do  you  know  where  they  reside? 

I  am  acquainted  with  Eugene  Brooke  and  G-eorge  Bowling  ; 
they  have  always  claimed  Prince  George's  as  their  residence, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  never  voted  or  offered  to  vote  any 
where  else. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Please  give  your  present  post-office  address  ; 
state  how  long  it  has  been  such,  and  what  your  address  was 
previous  thereto  ? 

My  post-office  address  is  just  where  I  am  supposed  to  be  ; 
previous  to  the  7th  day  of  this  month  one  year  ago  it  was  Fair- 
field, St.  Mary's  Co.,  Md. ;  at  present,  while  I  am  in  Washing- 
ton, my  letters  are  directed  there. 

2c?  Question.- — Please  state  how  long  you  were  removed  from 
the  county,  and  what  length  of  time  you  have  passed  in  Prince 
George's  County  for  the  last  three  years? 

I  do  not  consider  I  ever  moved  from  Prince  George's  ;  I 
have  been  in  Prince  George's  at  different  periods,  and  else- 
where as  I  could  obtain  employment,  but  never  remained  at 
any  point  long  enough  to  acquire  a  vote  elsewhere  ;  I  suppose 
I  have  been  in  the  county  for  the  last  three  years,  one  year 
or  over  at  different  times. 

3c?  Question. — When  were  you  last  employed  in  Prince 
George's? 

I  consider  that  I  am  employed  in  Prince  George's  at  present. 

4th  Question. — In  what  capacity  and  when  were  you  so  em- 
ployed ? 

'I -was  employed  about  May,  1872,  since  which  time  I  have 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Washington  City  and  Point 
Lookout  Pvailroad  Company,  which  work  is  now  being  con- 
structed. 

bth  Question. — Has  your  employment  in  said  capacity  been 
continuous  .■eince  May,  1872,  and  what  period  of  time  has  that 
employment  acquired  your  presence  in  Prince  George's  County? 
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It  has  been  continuous.  I  have  passed  no  time  in  Prince 
George's  County  in  the  employment  of  said  Company. 

6th  Question.1 — State  where  you  passed  said  time  in  said  em- 
ployment ? 

Portion  of  the  time  in  St.  Mary's  County,  portion  in  Wash- 
ington City  and  a  portion  en  route  between  the  two  points. 

*Jth  Question.- — State  where  you  reside  in  Prince  George's 
County  ;  whether  you  are  housekeeping,  or  with  whom  your- 
self and  family  live,  and  how  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

I  claim  my  residence  in  the  Third  .Election  District,  and 
have  never  claimed  it  anywhere  else ;  and  have  as  much  resi- 
dence there  as  I  have  at  any  other  point  upon  the  top  of  God's 
green  earth.  I  am  not  housekeeping  or  boarding  any  where ; 
myself  and  family  are  not  living  at  any  particular  point  at 
this  particular  time.  I  have  been  sojourning  for  a  time  with 
my  mother — within  the  last  two  years- — I  suppose  I  have  been 
there  about  eight  months  at  different  times. 

8th  Question.- — Did  you  see  many  strangers  at  the  polls  in 
Third  Election  District  on  the  said  day  of  election,  and  do 
you  know  from  whence  they  came  ? 

I  saw  several  persons  on  the  day  of  election  whom  I  did  not 
know.  I  have  no  idea  from  whence  they  came  or  where  they 
were  bound. 

2th  Question. — Please  state  when  H.  Eugene  Brooke  com- 
menced business  in  Washington,  whether  he  sold  out  his  farm 
here  prior  to  that  time,  and  whether  he  took  his  wife  to 
Washington  with  him  then  ? 

I  don't  exactly  know  what  time  he  commenced  business  in 
Washington ;  I  suppose  about  three  years  ago  ;  he  did  sell 
his  farm  prior  to  the  time  he  carried  his  wife  with  him,  where 
she  has  been  with  him  ever  since. 

10th  Question. — Please  state  if  you  know  when  George  Bow- 
ling closed  his  business  here  and  took  his  family  to  Washing- 
ton, and  if  you  know  if  he  has  ever  been  in  the  county  since, 
except  upon  a  visit? 

I  don't  know  when  he  closed  his  business  here  ;  I  know  that 
his  family  is  there  at  present,  but  do  not  know  how  long  they 
have  been  there.  I  have  seen  him  in  the  county  frequently 
since.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  long  he  remained  at 
any  particular  time. 
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Re-examination  : 

1st  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  whether  H.  Eugene 
Brooke  and  yourself  have  not  voted  at  nearly  every  election 
held  in  Prince  George's  County  since  1866,  and  whether  any 
objection  was  ever  raised  to  your  voting  in  said  county  so  long 
as  he  and  yourself  were  identified  with  the  Democratic  party  ? 

Both  H.  Eugene  Brooke  and  myself  have  voted  in  Prince 
George's  since  1866,  and  no  objection  has  ever  been  made.  I 
never  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  I  never 
heard  of  any  objection.to  H.  Eugene  Brooke  voting. 

ALBERT  BROOKE. 
Test:  Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  2. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  residence,  age  and  at  what 
election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

Name,  George  Bowling  ;  residence,  Washington  ;  age,  56  ; 
voted  in  the  Third  Election  District,  Prince  George's  County. 

2d  Question. — How  long  have  you  voted  in  this  county  and 
district,  and  have  you  ever  voted  or  offered  to  vote  elsewhere  ? 

I  have  voted  in  this  county  and  district  since  1870  ;  I  have 
never  voted  or  offered  to  vote  elsewhere. 

3d  Question. — Was  your  name  on  the. list  of  registered  voters 
and  on  the  poll-book  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  and 
did  the  Judges  of  the  Election  receive  and  deposit  your  vote 
in  the  box,  on  the  said  election  day,  without  objection? 

I  was  on  the  books  ;  they  did  receive  and  deposit  my  ballot 
without  objection. 

Aili  Question. — How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  county, 
and  have  you  ever  lost,  your  residence  here  ? 

I  have  lived  in  this  county  since  the  Spring  of  1841  ;  I  have 
not  lost  my  residence  here. 

oth  Question. — Were  you  not,  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873,  and  are  you  not  now,  a  property-holder  in  Prince 
George's  County,  and  only  temporarily  staying  in  Washington 
City  until  you  could  have  a  dwelling  built  upon  said  property 
in  Prince  George's  County,? 

I  am  and  was,  on  the  day  of  election,  a  property-holder ;  I 
partly  Jt>argained  with.  Mr.  Clark  to  build  me  a  house  at  Sea- 
brooke  ;  1  was  only  living  in  Washington  temporarily.. 
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%th  Question,. — Did  yon  or  did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Win.  B. 
Bowie,  about  two  years  ago,  or  at  any  other  time,  that  you 
had  removed  from  Prince  Griaorg^B  County? 

Yes,  sir  ;  1  told  him  I  had  moved  from  the  county  because 
I  had  nothing  to  do  here  ;  hut  I  told  him  I  considered  it  my 
residence. 

1th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  Charles  Marshall,  Win. 
Orme,  Samuel  Williams,  Win.  H.  Queen?  And,  if  so,  state 
where  they  claim  their  residence,  and  if  you  know  them  to 
have  heen  qualified  voters  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873? 

I  do  know  all  of  them  ;  they  claim  Prince  George's  County 
for  their  residence  ;  I  helieve  them  to  have  been  qualified 
voters  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

Sth  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  Minor  Pose  ?  If  so, 
state  where  you  suppose  his  residence  to  have  been  on  the  said 
day  of  election,  and  state  what  he  said  to  you  about  his  resi- 
dence and  voting? 

I  do  know  Minor  Pose  ;  lie  was  working  anywhere  he  could 
get  work  to  do  ;  he  never  intended  to  leave  Prince  George's  ; 
he  always  intended  to  come  here  and  vote. 

Cross-examination  : 

1st  Question. — State  when  you  took  your  family  to  Wash- 
ington, broke  up  house-keeping  here,  and  if  you  have  been 
temporarily  staying  with  your  family  in  Washington  since  ? 

This  September  gone,  two  years.,  I  took  my  family  to  Wash- 
ington to  reside  temporarily ;  I  have  been  living  with  my 
family  ever  since,  temporarily,  but  I  bought  property  here  be- 
fore I  left,  so  as  not  to  lose  my  residence  ;  intended  to  return 
and  remain  as  soon  as  my  house  was  built. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  how  long  Charles  Marshall, 
William  Orme,  Samuel  Williams  and  Wm.  H.  Queen  have 
been  temporarily  employed  in  Washington  ?  If  yea,  please 
state  when  each  of  them  went  there? 

Chas.  Marshall  has  been  in  Washington  about  twelve  months, 
I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  ;  Mr.  Orme  I  met  there 
last  September  ;  don't  know  how  long  he  had  been  there  ; 
Samuel  Williams  I  saw  there  last  March  for  the  first  time, 
but  he  came  back  to  the  county  again  ;  Wm.  H.  Queen  I  saw 
in  Washington  last  August.  » 

od  Question. — Do  you  know  where  Minor  Pose  resided,  and 
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with  whom,  before  he  went  to  Washington,  and  if  ever  he  re- 
sided in  Spalding's  District? 

He  said  he  lived  with  Mr.  Robert  Clagett,  in  Marlboro' 
District ;  don't  know  that  he  ever  lived  in  Spalding's. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  if 
either  of  these  parties  ever  registered  or  voted,  or  offered  to 
register  or  vote,  in  any  other  place  excepting  Prince  George's 
County  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

bth  Question. — State,  if  you  know,  at  what  numbers  and  on 
what  streets  in  Washington  each  of  these  parties  were  living 
in  September  last? 

I  don't  know. 

6th,  Question.- — Did  you  ever  say  in  a  conversation  with  any 
one  that  you  did  not  think  your  name  was  still  on  the  regis- 
tration books,  but,  learning  that  it  was,  you  were  induced  to 
come  here  and  vote  ? 

I  do  not  remember  ;  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  was  ; 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  answer  any  questions. 

GEORGE  BOWLING. 

Test :     Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  3. 

1st  Question.- — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occu- 
pation, and  in  what  election  district  you  voted  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873. 

Joseph  M.  Beall ;  age,  50  years  old  the  5th  of  January  ;  I 
now  temporarily  reside  in  Washington  ;  carpenter  ;  I  voted 
in  Bladensburg  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

[Objection  filed  to  the  above  witness  by  Contestant,  on  the 
ground  that  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  list  of  witnesses 
furnished  by  R.  S.  Widdicombe.  Ruled  by  the  Justice  that 
it  being  a  misnomer,  he  should  testify.] 

2d  Question. — How  long  have  you  voted  in  this  county,  or 
Bladensburg  District,  and  have  you  ever  voted  or  offered  to 
vote  elsewhere? 

I  have  voted  in  Bladensburg  District  since  18*70,  ;  I  never 
have  voted  or  offered  to  vote  elsewhere. 

3d  Question. — Was  your  name  on  the  list  of  registered 
voters  and  on  the  poll-book  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873, 
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and  did  the  Judges  of  Election  deposit  your  vote  in  the  ballot- 
box  on  said  day  of  election  without  objection  ? 

My  name  was  on  the  list  of  registered  voters  and  the  poll- 
book,  and  the  Judges  did  receive  my  vote  without  objection. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  own  property  in  Prince 
George's  County,  and  if  about  two-thirds  of  your  time  is  not 
spent  in  this  county  ?  Did  you  always  consider  that  you  had 
no  right  to  register  or  vote  anywhere  else? 

I  do  own  property  in  this  county  ;  fully  two-thirds  of  my 
time  is  spent  in  this  county  ;  I  did  not  consider  that  I  could 
register  or  vote  elsewhere. 

Cross-examination  : 

1st  Question. — Are  you  not  sojourning  with  your  family  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  if  so,  how  long  have  you  and 
they  been  there ;  and  what  is  the  number  of  your  house,  and 
the  street  upon  which  it  is  situated,  or,  if  outside  of  the  city 
limits,  whereabouts  is  said  dwelling? 

When  I  am  there  I  am  with  my  family,  but  am  seldom 
there  ;  they  have  been  there  temporarily  two  years  on  the  4th 
of  January  last ;  house  is  on  Fifth  street,  No.  1,318. 

Id  Question. — Have  your  family  been  residing  at  that  house 
ever  since  they  have  been  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ?  And  if 
not,  give  the  number  and  street  upon  which  they  previously 
resided. 

When  I  first  went  there  they  lived  on  the  corner  of  F 
street  and  Tennessee  avenue.  I  moved  from  there  on  the 
14th  of  June,  1873  ;  no  number  to  the  house. 

3c?  Question. — Have  you  ever  applied  to  be  registered  as  a 
qualified  voter  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ? 

I  never  applied  to  be  registered. 

4th  Question. — How  long  have  you  owned  property  in  this 

county,  and  do  you  not  also  own  property   in  the  District, 

.  where  your  family  temporarily  reside,  or  any  other  property  ? 

I  have  owned  property  in  this  county  since  1871.  I  expect 
to  own  the  property  where  I  reside,  but  I  do  not  own  any  now 
in  the  District. 

5th  Question. — Did  no  one  object  to  your  voting  in  Bladens- 
burg  at  the  last  election,  and  did  you  ever  remark  that  you 
did  not  think  you  could  vote  there,  but  were  informed  that 
your  name  had  not  been  stricken  off  the  registration  book  ? 
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There  was  no  objection  to  my  voting  ;  have  no  recollection 
of  ever  making  such  a  remark. 

JOSEPH  M.  BELL. 
Test :  Kufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  4. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

Kichard  H.  Sansbury ;  age,  40  ;  farmer  and  route  agent ; 
voted  in  the  Third  Election  District ;  residence,  Third  District, 
Prince  George's  County. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  who  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket  or  tickets  in  Prince  George's  County  at 
the  election  held  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  18*73,  and  if 
so,  give  their  name  or  names,  and  state  all  you  know  ? 

Nothing  more  than  temporary  non-residents  ;  George  Ham- 
mond, Lack  Higgins,  Robert  Oliver  and  Joseph  Withers. 

3c?  Question. — How  long  have  the  parties  to  whom  you  refer 
resided  out  of  the  county  and  State  ? 

I  do  not  know  if  they  ever  lived  out  of  the  State.  At  present 
Higgins  lives  in  Anne  Arundel  County  ;  he  lived  in  Anne 
Arundel  County  at  the  last  election.  The  other  parties  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  resided  in  Prince  George's  County,  but  I 
have  never  doubted  their  right  to  vote  here. 

4th  Question. — Where  does  Mr.  Oliver's  family  reside?  Did 
you  ever  know  him  to  reside  in  Prince  George's  County  ? 

I  never  knew  him  to  reside  in  Prince  George's  County. 

bill  Question.— Do  you  know  where  George  Hammond  re- 
sides, and  did  you  ever  know  him  to  reside  in  Prince  George's 
County  ? 

I  learn  that  his  family  reside  in  Anne  Arundel  County  ; 
I  have  never  known  him  to  reside  in  Prince  George's  County. 

bth  Question. — Do. you  or  do  you  not  know  if  these  parties 
voted,  and,  to.  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief,  state 
how  they  voted? 

I  believe  they  voted,  and  voted  for  Henry  Brooke  ;  as  for 
the  balance  of  the  Democratic  ticket,  I  do  not  know  if  they 
voted  it  all,  or  not. 

7th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  interference  with  Re- 
publican voters  by  Democrats,  at  the  election  held  on  the  4th 
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day  of  November,  1873,  and  do  you  know  of  any  voter  or 
voters  who  were  prcventsd  from  voting  the  Republican  ticket, 
by  such  intimidation  or  interference,  on-said  day  of  election  ; 
if  so,  give  name  or  names,  and  state  all  you  know  about  it? 

I  know  of  none. 

8th  Question. — Was  there  or  not  ample  time  for  any  person 
or  persons  desiring  to  vote  to  do  so,  and  if  any,  who  were 
those  prevented  from  voting  through  fear,  threats,  or  intimi- 
dation ? 

There  was  ample  time  for  every  one  wishing  to  vote  to  do 
so.     I  kno1?"  of  no  one  being  intimidated  by  threat. 

9th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  person  or  persons  who 
voted  on  said  election  day,  whose  name  or  names  were  not  on 
the  registration  list  of  qualified  voters  ? 

I  know  of  none. 

10th  Question. — Was  not  the  election,  in  your  estimation,, 
fairly  conducted  on  the  said  day,  4th  of  November,  1873,  and 
the  public  sentiment  fairly  expressed  on  that  day,  at  the  ballot- 
box  ? 

I  believe  the  election  was  fairly  conducted,  and  every  man 
voted  as  he  desired. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  when  George  Hammond,  Lack 
Higgins,  Robert  Oliver,  and  Joseph  Withers  came  to  this 
county,  and  have  they  not  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia  Railroad  Company  here,  ever  since 
that  time,  or  what  period  ? 

I  do  not  know  when  they  came  to  this  county  ;  when  I  first 
knew  them  they  were  in  the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia  Railroad  ;  I  cannot  state  how  long  I  have  known 
them. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  think  it  has  been  one  year,  or  less, 
since  these  parties  first'eame  to  this  county  ? 

I  know  it  has  been  over  a  year  since  Oliver  and  Withers 
came  here  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company  ;  I  think  it 
has  been  less  than  a  year  since  the  others  came  in  the  county. 

od  Question. — Do  you  know  where  either  of  these  parties 
spend  the  most  of  their  time  ? 

I  do  not  know  where  they  spend  the  most  of  their  time, 
unless  it  be  on  the  railroad,  between  Bowie  and  Pope's  Creek. 
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Mil  Question. — Do  you  know  if  Hammond  and  Oliver  are 
married,  and  to  whom  do  you  refer  as  their  family  ? 

I  do  not  think  they  are  married.  I  refer  to  their  parents  as 
their  family. 

5th  Question. — Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  as  to 
where  the  family  of  either  of  these  parties  reside,  and  do  you 
know  how  often  either  of  said  parties  visits  his  family  ;  whether 
frequently  or  not  ? 

I  only  know  what  I  have  been  told  ;  do  not  know  how  often 
they  visit  their  families  ;  whether  frequently  or  not. 

&th  Question. — Do  you  not  run  on  the  same  trail,  with  some 
of  these  parties,  and  if  so,  which,  and  do  you  not  see  them 
nearly  every  day? 

I  run  on  the  train  with  Higgins,  but  not  with  Oliver  and 
Hammond  ;  I  see  them  every  day  nearly. 

*Jth  Question. — Did  you  see  either  of  these  parties  vote  at 
said  election,  and  did  you  distinctly  see  the  ticket  that  each 
of  them  voted,  and  •  are  you  positive  that  the  name  of  Henry 
Brooke  was  upon  all  of  them  ? 

I  saw  Mr.  Oliver  and  Mr.  Hammond  when  they  came  here, 
but  did  not  see  them  vote  ;  did  not  see  any  of  the  others  vote. 
I  am  not  positive  that  the  name  of  Henry  Brooke  was  upon 
all  of  them  ;  did  not  see  the  ticket  of  either  of  them,  but 
from  their  conversation,  am  certain  they  voted  for  Brooke. 

Qth  Question. — You  say  that  Mr.  Higgins  was  living  in 
Anne  Arundel  County  on  the  day  of  said  election  ;  do  you 
know  if  he  was  there  on  said  day,  and  if  he  is  not  rarely 
there  for  more  than  a  very  short  period  ? 

He  told  me  he  voted  in  Marlboro'  District ;  don't  know  if 
he  was  in  Anne  Arundel  County  that  day  ;  he  is  only  there  a 
very  short  time  ;  goes  some  Saturday  nights  and  returns  Mon- 
day mornings. 

$th  Question. — Did  you  ever  know  either  of  said  parties,  and 
which  of  them,  to  reside  out  of  Prince  George's  ;  if  so,  where 
did  they  then  reside,  and  for  what  period  of  time? 

Only  what  persons  told  me  ;  I  have  been  told  that  Oliver 
resides  in  Charles  County,  for  what  period  of  time  I  don't 
know,  but  understood  he  was  raised  there  ;  I  have  been  told 
that  Higgins  never  resided  in  Prince  George's  County  ;  I  don't 
think    George    Hammond's    family   ever   resided   in   Prince 
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George's  ;  I  am  told  that  Withers'  family  reside  in  Baltimore  ; 
I  have  heard  that  his  family  lived  here  previously ;  they  may 
have  heen  temporarily  residing  here  ;  I  can't  say. 

10th  Question. — Do  you  know  if  either  of  said  parties,  and 
which  of  them,  boards  in  this  county  ? 

Oliver  and  Hammond  eat  two  meals  each  day  in  Charles 
County,  and  one  in  Prince  George's ;  Higgins  hoards  in  this 
county  ? 

11th  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  a  number  of  strangers  at 
the  polls  in  said  Third  Election  District,  on  the  day  of  election 
endeavoring  to  influence  voters  for  the  Bepublican  party,  and 
if  so,  state  if  you  know  where  said  parties  were  from,  and  who 
they  were  ? 

There  were  some  parties  from  "Washington,  whom  I  had  seen 
before,  on  election  day  conversing  with  the  colored  people, 
for  what  object  I  can't  really  say  ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  names 
of  the  said  parties. 

12th  Question. — Do  you  know  if  either  of  said  parties  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  in  what 
capacity  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

13th  Question. — Did  you  hear  the  address  by  a  colored  ora- 
tor near  the  polls  on  said  day  of  election  ;  do  you  know  who  he 
was,  and  what  was  the  object  or  purpose  of  his  argument? 

I  did  see  a  colored  man  from  Washington  making  an  ad- 
dress to  a  crowd  in  the  Court  House  yard ;  I  have  forgotten 
his  name  ;  I  did  not  tarry  or  stay,  but  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge from  what  I  heard,  he  was  speaking  of  the  rights  of  the 
colored  people  under  the  Constitution ;  I  did  not  stay  long  to 
hear  his  speech. 

14th  Question. — How  far  from  the  Court  House  door  was  this 
colored  man  making  his  speech  ? 

About  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet,  south-west  corner  of  the 
yard. 

Be-examined : 

1st  Question. — In  what  election  district  do  these  parties 
whom  you  refer  to  in  your  answer  reside,  and  have  they,  to  your 
knowledge,  any  residence  at  all  in  any  district  in  this  county, 
and  do  not  Hammond  and  Oliver  spend  their  nights  in 
Charles  ? 
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They  reside  in  no  particular  district  in  Prince  George's 
County  ;  they  spend  their  nights  at  Cox's  Station,  Charles 
County. 

Id  Question. — You  stated  that  you  saw  several  parties  from 
Washington  City  in  Marlboro'  on  the  day  of  election,  and  that 
a  certain  colored  orator  was  addressing  the  colored  voters  in 
explanation  of  their  rights  under  the  Constitution  ;  were  these 
parties,  or  any  of  thenx,  using  any  threats  or  were  they  guilty 
of  any  conduct  calculated  to  produce  fear  or  intimidation,  or 
rather  were  they  not  speaking  in  an  advisory  way  or  by  way 
of  advice  ? 

I  did  see  a  colored  orator  from  Washington,  but  his  language 
was  of  a  conciliatory  tone,  and  was  of  advice ;  there  was  no 
language  used  by  way  of  threats  or  intimidation ;  all  to  the 
contrary. 

Ee-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — About  what  number  of  strangers  on  said 
election  day  did  you  see  at  the  polls  ?  Was  not  the  advice  you 
heard  given  by  these  and  the  colored  orator,  that  parties  should 
vote  the  Republican  ticket  ? 

I  think  there  was  about  three,  besides  the  band  of  music ; 
the  advice  was  to  vote  your  sentiments  ;  I  heard  them  say,  if 
you  wish  to  vote  for  a  Democrat,  to  go  and  vote  ;  heard  these 
remarks  frequently. 

Re-examination-in-chief : 

1st  Question. — You  stated  you  saw  three  ;  do  you  not  know 
that  this  band  was  detained  on  account  of  the  cars  leaving 
them  ? 

I  believe  they  were  detained  ;  they  were  left  over  from  the 
.mass-meeting  the  night  before. 

R.  H.  SANSBURY. 

Deposition  No.  5. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of 
residence  and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

George  Marshall,  name ;  age,  28 ;  residence,  Marlboro' 
District ;  voted  in  Marlboro'  District ;  occupation,  laborer. 

2d  Question.' — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  David  White 
and  Peter  Greenleaf,  and  how  long  since  they  left  the  county, 
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and  did  they  leave  it  permanently  or  merely  to  get  work  ? 
Tell  all  you  know  about  them. 

Peter  Greenleaf  is  now  in  this  district ;  I  think  he  has  been 
here  ever  since  the  election  ;  I  think  he  and  White  both  left 
here  some  time  after  the  4th  of  March  ;  they  were  both  work- 
ing here  on  the  railroad,  near  Marlboro'.  Peter  Greenleaf 
lived  with  Mr.  Cross  before  he  went  on  the  railroad.  David 
White  worked  with  Richard  Chew. 

3d  Question. — They  have  never  been  out  of  the  county  to 
your  knowledge,  to  acquire  a  residence  elsewhere,  and  you 
saw  them  in  and  around  Marlboro'  frequently  before  the 
election  ? 

They  have  never  been  out  of  the  county  to  my  knowledge 
to  seek  a  residence,  and  I  saw  them  frequently  around  and 
about  Marlboro'  before  the  election  ;  and  they  always  claimed 
their  residence  here,  so  far  as  I  know  of;  never  voted  any 
where  else.  He  saw  David  White  in  Washington  on  the  day 
of  election.  I  am  satisfied  he  did  not  vote  there.  I  also  saw 
Greenleaf  there  that  night ;  do  not  think  he  voted.  They 
were  working  there  temporarily. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  one  Joseph  Gal- 
laway,  and   did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  wanted  to  vote  the 
Eepublican  ticket,  and  if  he  had  been  let  alone  by  Democrats 
he  would  have  voted  it  without  difficulty  ;  and  in  voting  the 
Republican  ticket,  he  voted  his  true  sentiments  ? 

I  do  know  Joseph  Gallaway  ;  I  heard  him  say  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  vote  otherwise  than  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
said  that  Dr.  Sasscer  called  upon  him  about  his  promises  and 
he  said  he  never  promised  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.  I 
saw  Dr.  Sasscer  take  hold  of  him  on  the  day  of  election  and 
ask  him  if  he  did  not  promise  to  vote  for  Mr.  Wilson.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  close  by  at  the  time — it  was  Judge  Wilson.  The 
Doctor  did  not  make  any  threats  towards  the  old  man,  but 
told  him  he  would  know  where  to  get  his  living  hereafter,  so 
not  to  depend  on  him  ;  he  had  him  by  the  collar,  but  Mr. 
Wilson  told  him  to  let  him  alone.  He  was  on  his  way  to  the 
polls  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket,  and  would  have  voted  it  if 
he  had  not  been  interrupted  by  Dr.  Sasscer  ;  and  would  have 
voted  freely  but  for  this  interruption  ;  if  he  voted  the  Republi- 
can ticket,  he  voted  his  true  sentiments. 
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Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Were  you  not  at  work  in  Washington  City  a 
considerable  portion  of  last  year,  and  only  occasionally  visited 
Marlboro'  ? 

I  was  in  Washington  a  considerable  portion  of  last  year. 
I  visited  Marlboro'  occasionally. 

2d  Question.— Do  you  or  not  know  if  the  interruption  of 
Joseph  Gallaway,  by  Dr.  Sasscer,  prevented  him  from  voting, 
and  did  he  not  remain  in  the  ranks  of  the.  colored  voters,  or 
did  he  leave  the  same  and  accompany  Dr.  Sasscer  ? 

I  told  you  before  that  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  voted 
or  did  not  vote.  I  don't  know  that  the  interruption  of  Dr. 
Sasscer  prevented  his  voting ;  he  did  not  leave  the  ranks 
whilst  I  was  there. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  or  not  know  where  the  said 
Joseph  Gallaway  resided  on  the  day  of  election,  and  where  he 
now  resides  ? 

I  think  he  was  living  on  Dr.  Sasscer's  place  the  day  of  elec- 
tion.    I  think  he  is  still  there. 

Ath  Question. — Do  you  know  the  number  of  the  house  and 
name  of  street  where  David  White  and  Peter  Greenleaf  lived  in 
Washington  last  year,  or  where  either  of  them  resided  when 
in  Washington  last  year  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

5th  Question. — Do  you  know  positively  that  neither  of  these 
parties  ever  applied  for  registration,  or  to  vote,  or  voted  else- 
where than  in  Prince  George's  County? 

I  do  not  know. 

€>th  Question. — When  did  Joseph  Gallaway  tell  you  that  he 
had  never  promised  Dr.  Sasscer  to  vote  for  Mr.  Wilson? 

I  heard  him  say  so  the  same  day  of  election,  in  the  evening. 

*Jth  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  if  Joseph  Gallaway 
voted  the  Kepublican  ticket  he  voted  his  true  sentiments  ? 

I  don't  know  that  he  voted  the  Kepublican  ticket,  but  heard 
him  say  that  he  intended  to  do  so,  and  judge  from  that  that 
he  would  have  voted  his  true  sentiments. 

8th  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  any  strangers  at  the  polls 
in  Marlboro'  District,  on  the  said  day  of  election  ?  If  yea, 
state  how  many,  who  they  were,  and  whether  or  not  they  were 
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talking  to  the  colored  voters  and  urging  them  to  vote  the  Re- 
publican ticket? 

I  saw  strangers  at  the  polls  on  the  day  of  election  ;  there 
"were  two  or  three,  or  several — one^they  called  Green  and  one 
Becket — I  don't  know  that  there  were  any  more  ;  I  think  they 
were  from  Washington  ;  I  did  not  see  them  urging  the  colored 
voters  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  particularly. 

9th  Question. — Was  there  not  a  band  of  music,  composed  of 
colored  men,  at  the  Court  House  or  thereabouts  all  day  ?  How 
many  composed  said  band,  and  was  not  a  colored  orator  ad- 
dressing the  crowd,  in  advocacy  of  the  Republican  principles, 
in  front  of  the  Court  House,  whilst  said  election  was  going  on  ? 

There  was  a  band  of  music  around  the  Court  House  during 
the  day  ;  they  were  at  Flint's  Hotel  the  most  of  the  time  ;  I 
don't  know  how  many  composed  the  band  ;  I  did  not  see  a 
colored  orator  addressing  the  crowd. 

10th  Question. — How  long  were  ^ou  at  work  in  Washington 
during  last  year  ? 

I  went  to  Washington  the  last  day  of  May. 

Re-cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Did  these  parties,  David  White  and  Peter 
Greenleaf,  either  board  or  occupy  houses  temporarily  while 
absent  from  the  county,  and  never  resided  in  Washington 
permanently  ? 

I  don't  know  ;  I  suppose  they  always  claimed  this  as  their 
residence. 

2d  Question. — Has  or  has  not  yourself  and  family  a  perma- 
nent residence  in  Marlboro',  and  you  merely  went  away  to 
Washington  on  account  of  scarcity  of  work  here  after  the  fail- 
ure of  the  tobacco  season,  and  you  are  now  at  work  here  ? 

Yes,  sir. 

3d  Question. — Did  not  the  band  of  music  that  you  speak  of 
being  here  on  election  day  come  down  the  night  previous  to 
attend  a  meeting,  and  were  left  over,  on  account  of  their  fail- 
ure to  make  the  morning  train,  and  afterwards  left  Marlboro' 
in  an  ambulance  before  the  close  of  the  election  ? 

Yes,  sir. 

BIS 

GEORGE  M  MARSHALL. 

MASS. 

Test :  Rufus  Belt. 
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Deposition  No.  6. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

Name,  Samuel  K.  Jennings. 

[Samuel  K.  Jennings  produced,  and  objected  to  as  not  upon 
the  list  as  furnished  by  Robert  S.  Widdicombe.  Kuled  by  the 
Justice  a  misnomer,  and  he  was  entitled  to  testify.] 

My  name  is  Samuel  R.  Jennings,  but  it  appears  on  the 
registration  list  as  Samuel  Jennings  ;  I  mostly  sign  my 
name  as  Samuel  Jennings,  and  I  am  the  man  referred  to  ;  age, 
30  years  on  the  14th  of  April  next  ;  residence  at  Mr.  James 
Mullikin's,  Prince  George's  County,  Queen  Anne's  District ; 
occupation,  a  carpenter  ;  voted  in  Queen  Anne's  District  on 
the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

2d  Question.' — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  Oden  Williams 
and  Charles  Stewart,  and  where  did  they  vote  on  the  4th  day 
of  November,  1873,  and  were  they  in  any  way  intimidated 
from  voting  their  sentiments,  and  tell  all  you  know  about  it? 

I  do  know  Oden  Williams  and  Charles  Stewart ;  they  voted 
in  the  Seventh  Election  District,  Queen  Anne's ;  they  were 
not  in  any  way  intimidated  ;  I  saw  Charles  Stewart  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  election  ;  he  told  me  that  they  had  reported  it 
that  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  it  had 
always  been  and  was  then  his  desire  to  vote  the  full  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  if  he  voted  at  all  he  intended  to  vote  that 
ticket ;  I  saw  him  again  on  the  day  of  election  at  the  polls, 
and  he  said  that  he  had  been  collared  by  some  of  the  Demo- 
cratic men  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  some  one  said, 
give  him  a  Democratic  ticket,  which  he  showed  to  me  ;  and  I 
asked  him  if  he  wanted  to  vote  that  ticket ;  he  said  no,  he 
would  go  home  without  voting  first ;  then  he  showed  me  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  asked  me  if  that  was  the  ticket  I  was 
going  to  vote  ;  I  told  him  yes,  and  he  asked  me  to  see  him 
vote  ;  I  saw  him  vote  the  same  ticket  which  he  showed  me, 
and  it  was  a  Republican  ticket,  without  changing  it  from 
either  hand  to  the  other,  or  putting  either  one  in  his  pocket. 
I  saw  Oden  Williams  before  the  election  and  he  told  me,  in  a 
very  joyful  manner,  that  he  was  going  down  to  help  the  Re- 
ublican  party  ;  I  was  in  conversation  with  him, this  morning, 
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and  he  told  me  he  did  do  it  by  voting  an  open  Kepublican 
ticket,  holding  it  up  by  its  corners,  and  saying  to  others  that 
were  at  the  window,  as  he  approached,  "  take  care  this  eagle  fly 
in  there." 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  one  Butler  Snow, 
and  where  did  he  vote  on  the  4th  of  November,  18*73,  and 
was  he  not  intimidated  from  voting  for  Kobert  S.  Widdicombe, 
for  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  on  the  Republican  ticket,  by 
being  turned  from  his  home  ;  and  if  so,  tell  what  you  know  ? 
I  know  Butler  Snow ;  he  voted  in  the  Seventh  Election 
District.  I  was  home  in  bed  when  I  heard  some  one  knock 
at  the  door,  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  and  I  asked 
who  it  was,  and  he  said,  "It  is  me  ;"  and  my  wife  said,  "  It 
is  grandfather  ;  get  up  and  open  the  door."  I  got  up  and 
opened  the  door,  and  asked  him  to  come  in.  He  said  he  did 
not  care  to  come  in  ;  that  he  wanted  to  hurry  back  home  ;  he 
merely  came  to  let  me  know  that  he  couldn't  go  to  Queen  Anne 
to  vote.  I  then  asked  him  why  ;  he  said  because  he  couldn't. 
I  then  told  him  to  come  in,  and  I  would  make  up  a  fire,  and 
we  would  sit  down  and  talk.  He  told  me  his  reason  was  for 
not  going  to  vote  that  Governor  Bowie  told  him  if  he  went  to 
Queen  Anne,  and  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Brooke  and  Mr.  Clark, 
he  should  not  come  on  his  place  again  ;  and  if  he  did,  when 
he  returned  from  the  election,  bring  a  team  and  move  his 
family.  I  told  him  then  that  he  should  go  to  Queen  Anne, 
and  vote  for  whom  he  wanted  to  ;  he  then  said  he  wanted  to 
vote  a  full  Republican  ticket,  but  he  could  not  do  it  without 
being  turned  out  of  doors,  and  he  said,  "  Better  let  it  alone, 
and  not  vote  for  any  one."  He  went  down  to  the  polls  with 
the  intention  of  voting  the  Republican  ticket,  as  he  stated  to 
me,  and  they  had  him  so  confused  in  trying  to  get  him  to 
vote  for  those  men,  that  he  said  he  would  not  vote  at  all,  but 
go  back  home  ;  with  that  I  left  him.  I  won't  be  certain 
whether  he  said  he  voted  for  both  of  the  gentlemen  or  not, 
but  he  told  me  that  he  had  to  vote  the  way  Mr.  Bowie  wanted 
him,  or  else  lose  his  home. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Did  Butler  Snow  tell  you  that  Gov.  Bowie 
threatened  to  turn  him  off  his  place  if  he  voted  the  Republi- 
can ticket? 


120  Contested  Election  of 

He  told  me  that  Governor  Bowie  told  him  if  he  did  not  vote 
for  those  two  men  he  would. 

2c?  Question. — Did  he  tell  you  when  Governor  Bowie  made 
this  threat,  or  where,  or  in  the  presence  of  whom? 

He  did  not  say  in  the  presence  of  any  one,  but  on  his  place, 
and  the  day  before  the  election. 

3d  Question. — Who  were  the  parties  you  allude  to  as  having 
Butler  Snow  so  confused  on  the  day  of  election?  Give  the 
names  of  all  you  remember — what  they  said  and  how  they 
acted. 

I  saw  him  in  the  presence  of  John  P.  Hopkins  and  Daniel 
Clark.  When  we  came  in  Queen  Anne  we  met  with  Mr. 
Hopkins  ;  I  stated  the  case  to  him,  as  Butler  Snow  stated  it 
to  me;  his  answer  was,  "Sam,  may  be  Butler  Snow  wants 
to  vote  for  these  men,  and  you  don't  want  him  to  do  it."  I 
said,  "  I  want  him  to  vote  for  whom  he  wants  to  vote."  He 
said,  "I  know  he  wants  to  vote  for  Mr.  Clark,  and  if  he 
wants  to  vote  for  Clark  and  Mr.  Brooke  both,  let  him  do  it." 
I  said,  "Mr.  Hopkins,  he  said  he  had  split  his  ticket  once, 
and  received  no  benefit  from  it ;  that  he  never  intended  to  do 
it  again."  And  I  said,  "Don't  over-persuade  the  man,  or 
make  him  do  anything  against  his  desire,  for  you  know  it  is 
wrong."  He  said,  "  I  know  he  wants  to  vote  for  Mr.  Clark 
and  Brooke  ;"  he  said  to  me,  "  Let  him  go  and  do  it,  and  you 
fix  his  ticket  for  him."  And  I  said,  "I  will  not  change  his 
ticket,  except  at  his  request. ' '  I  left  them  then  standing  talking. 
The  next  one  I  saw  him  with  was  Mr.  Clark,  but  I  was  not 
near  enough  to  hear  what  they  said.  The  old  man  said  he 
wanted  to  vote  the  full  Republican  ticket ;  he  told  Mr.  Hop- 
kins in  my  presence.  Mr.  Hopkins  would  not  submit  to  the 
old  man  voting  his  opinion,  but  repeatedly  said,  when  he  told 
him  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  and  none  other, 
that  he  knew  he  wanted  to  vote  for  Messrs.  Clark  and  Brooke  ; 
that  they  were  his  best  friends  ;  so  was  Mr.  Bowie  ;  and  the 
man  told  him  that  he  wanted  to  vote  the  same  as  I  did  ;  he 
said  it  did  not  make  any  difference  if  he  did  or  not ;  that  he 
could  vote  for  these  two  men  and  be  as  much  thought  of;  and, 
in  my  judgment,  he  did  not  intend  to  give  the  old  man  up 
until  he  consented  to  vote  that  way. 

4t7i  Question. — Did  Mr.  Hopkins  have  hold  of  Butler  Snow, 
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or  use  any  threats  or  intimidation  to  prevent  his  leaving  him, 
and  could  not  Butler  Snow  have  gone  to  the  polls  with  you 
and  voted  the  Kepublican  ticket,  if  he  chose  to  do  so  ? 

When  I  left  him  and  Mr.  Hopkins  he  started  to  go  with  me  ; 
Mr.  Hopkins  caught  hold  of  him  and  told  him  he  wanted  to 
have  some  talk  with  him,  and  I  left  him  and  Mr.  Hopkins 
standing  in  the  road  together.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  threats 
while  in  their  presence. 

5th  Question. — Did  Butler  Snow  appear  to  remain  with  Mr. 
Hopkins  willingly  or  unwillingly,  and  was  Mr.  Hopkins' 
conduct  rough  or  kind  in  requesting  him  to  remain,  that  they 
might  have  some  talk  ? 

He  did  not  appear  to  remain  willingly,  for  he  started  to 
leave  Mr.  Hopkins  with  me,  and  he  caught  hold  of  him  and 
told  him  to  stay  with  him  awhile  ;  he  wished  to  have  some 
talk  with  him.  Mr.  Hopkins'  conduct  was  not  very  kind, 
nor  very  rough  ;  he  swore  at  him,  and  told  him  he  had  time 
enough  ;  told  me  to  go  on  ;  he  would  send  him  around  after 
awhile. 

&h  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  Mr.  Hopkins'  exact 
language  ? 

Mr.   Hopkins  said,  by  G ,  that  he  knew  Butler  Snow 

wanted  to  vote  for  these  gentlemen,  and  he'd  be  d d  if  it 

wasn't  through  me  that  he  would  not  do  it,  and  he  knew  that 
he  could  get  him  to  submit  to  what  he  would  say  to  him. 

Hth  Question. — Was  not  the  swearing  rather  directed  to  you 
than  the  said  Snow  ? 

In  my  opinion  it  was  not. 

8th  Question. — Do  you  know  with  whom  Butler  Snow  came 
to  the  polls,  and  was  he  not  with  Mr.  Hopkins  when  you 
joined  them? 

He  came  from  Mitchelsville  in  the  wagon  furnished  by 
Benjamin  Fletcher,  Jr.,  myself,  Benjamin  Fletcher,  and  a 
crowd  of  others  that  met  there  for  breakfast,  and,  after  leaving 
the  wagon  in  Queen  Anne,  we  met  Mr.  Hopkins  about  seventy- 
five  or  one  hundred  yards  from  store,  the  first  we  saw  of  him 
that  day. 

9th  Question. — Did  you  see  Butler  Snow  vote  that  day,  and 
by  whom  was  he  accompanied  when  he  went  up  to  deposit  his 
ticket  ? 


122  Contested  Election  of 

I  do  not  remember  of  seeing  him  vote,  or  having  any  con- 
versation with  him  until  after  he  had  voted. 

10th  Question. — Did  you  see  Gov.  Bowie  with  him  during 
the  day  ? 

I  did  not  see  him. 

11th  Question. — Did  you  see  either  Oden  Williams  or  Chas. 
Stewart  vote  that  day  ? 

I  did  see  Charles  Stewart  vote  ;  I  did  not  see  Oden  Williams 
vote. 

12th  Question. — Did  you  see  any  Democratic  tickets,  or  Re- 
publican  tickets  with  the  names  of  any  Democratic  candidates, 
taken  away  from  the  colored  men  on  said  election  day,  torn 
up  or  retained,  and  full  Republican  tickets  given  them  in  their 
stead  ? 

The  only  case  I  saw  of  that  kind  was  with  Charles  Stewart, 
who  had  a  Democratic  ticket  and  a  Republican  ticket,  for  I 
examined  both,  and  handed  them  back  to  them  again,  and, 
of  his  own  accord,  he  tore  up  the  Democratic  ticket  and  voted 
the  Republican  ticket. 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Was  not  the  Mr.  Hopkins  you  refer  to  in 
your  testimony  a  Democrat,  and  was  not  his  manner  toward 
you  rough,  and  the  language  he  used  toward  Butler  Snow 
calculated  to  confuse  and  coerce  him  into  voting  against  his 
sentiments  ? 

He  was  a  Democrat ;  his  language  was  rough  and  calcu- 
lated to  coerce  and  confuse  Butler  Snow  to  vote  against  his 
wishes. 

2d  Question. — Were  any  Democratic  tickets  taken  away 
from  voters  on  the  day  of  election,  against  their  wishes  ? 

I  do  not  know  of  any  ;  all  that  were  taken  were  given  up 
willingly. 

SAMUEL  R.  JENNINGS. 

Test:  Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.    7. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  lS^. 

Frederick  F.  Foulke  ;  age,  22  ;  residence,  Prince  George's 
County  ;  surveyor,  assisting  the  Engineer  Corps  ;  I  voted  in 
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the  Second  Election  District  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873. 

2c?  Question. — How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  county, 
and  have  you  voted  any  £lace  else  in  the  last  three  years  ? 

I  have  resided  in  Prince  George's  County  for  the  past  three 
years,  and  have  never  voted  anywhere  else. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — What  period  of  time  have  you  actually  been 
in  this  county  during  the  year  prior  to  said  election? 

About  ten  months. 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question.— -During  the  last  three  years  you  have  not  been 
out  of  the  county  to  reside  permanently,  and  during  that  time 
have  always  had  a  residence  in  the  county  ? 

I  have,  sir ;  to  the  question. 

FREDERICK  FOULKE. 

Test :  Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  8. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  G-eorge  W.  Jackson  ;  age,  29  years  ;  occupation, 
Surveyor  of  Prince  George's  County  ;  residence,  Prince  George's 
County ;  voted  in  the  Second  Election  District  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873. 

2c?  Question. — How  long  have  you  voted  in  this  county  or 
district,  and  have  you  ever  offered  to  vote  elsewhere? 

I  have  voted  in  this  county  for  about  eight  years  ;  I  have 
never  offered  to  vote  or  voted  elsewhere. 

Cross-examination  : 

1st  Question. — When  did  you  sell  out  your  farm  in  this 
county  and  remove  to  Washington,  and  have  not  your  family 
been  living  there  for  the  past  year  ? 

I  sold  my  farm  in  November,  1871  ;  moved  to  Washington  ; 
since  that  time  my  family  have  been  spending  their  summer 
in  the  county  ;  I,  myself,  have  been  nearly  all  the  time  in 
Prince  George's  County. 

2c?  Question. — Have  you  been  boarding  or  house-keeping  in 
Washington  during  the  time  and  at  the  time  of  the  election, 
and  for  how  long  prior  thereto  ? 
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I  have  been  house-keeping  in  Washington  since  November, 
1871. • 

3c?  Question. — Were  you  engaged  in  any  business  in  Wash- 
ington or  in  the  county  ;  and,  if  so,  state  what  business  and 
how  long  you  have  been  engaged  ? 

I  have  been  engaged  in  no  business  in  Washington  since 
November,  1871 ;  have  been  engaged  in  engineering  and  sur- 
veying, in  Prince  G-eorge's,  Montgomery^ .  St.  Mary's  and 
Charles  Counties  ever  since. 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — After  you  sold  your  place  in  November,  1871, 
you  removed  your  family  to  Washington  simply  for  conve- 
nience, and  with  no  intention  of  acquiring  a  residence  there, 
considering  Prince  George's  your  voting  residence  ;  and  you 
have  never  voted  or  offered  to  vote  any  where  except  in  Prince 
George's  County? 

I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole  question. 

Id  Question. — Had  you  or  had  you  not  been  engaged  in 
Prince  George's  County  continuously,  for  one  year  or  more, 
prior  to  the  day  of  election  ? 

I  have. 

GEORGE  W.  JACKSON. 

Deposition  No.  9. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  Alexander  Gross,  Sr.;  I  am  over  50  years  of 
age ;  my  residence  is  in  Marlboro'  District ;  occupation,  laborer  ; 
I  did  not  vote  at  all  ? 

2d  Question. — Did  you  or  did  you  not  come  to  Marlboro' 
on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  a 
Republican  ticket,  and  would  you  not  have  voted  said  ticket 
but  for  the  interference  of  Democrats  ;  and  was  not  that  the 
reason  you  did  not  vote,  because  you  found  that  they,  the 
Democrats,  would  not  allow  you  to  vote  as  you  desired  ? 

I  did  not  intend  to  come  at  first,  but  when  I  did  come,  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  vote  the  ticket  I  had  always  voted,  which 
was  the  Republican  ticket.  Indeed,  I  would  have  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  if  the  Democrats  had  not  interfered  with 


Brooke  vs.  Widdicombe.  125 

me  ;  that  was  the  reason  I  did  not  vote,  because  they  would 
not  let  me  vote  as  I  desired. 

3d  Question. — Was  it  not  always  your  desire  and  intention 
to  vote  a  Republican  ticket  ? 

It  always  was  my  intention  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  I  hope  to  vote  it  until  the  day  of  my  death. 

4th  Question. — Were  you  not  pulled  and  hauled,  and,  in 
fact,  injured  by  members  of  the  Democratic  party,  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  your  vote  for  the  candidates  of  that  party  ? 

Yes  ;    to  the  question. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — With  whom  did  you  come  to  Marlboro'  on 
that  day  ? 

I  came  here  with  Mr.  Pumphrey,  in  his  wagon. 

2d  Question. — Did  you  tell  either  of  the  Mr.  Pumphreys 
that  you  wanted  to  vote  the  same  ticket  they  voted  ? 

I  did  not  tell  Mr.  Pumphrey  that,  but  told  them  I  wanted 
to  vote  the  ticket  I  had  always  voted,  but  I  did  not  want  to 
come  in  to  the  polls. 

3d  Question. — Who  were  the  Democrats  that  pulled  and 
hauled  and  injured  you  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

I  know  my  boy  came  up  and  took  hold  of  me  to  take  me 
out  of  the  crowd  ;  Mr.  Pumphrey  also  had  hold  of  me,  but 
there  were  so  many  I  can't  tell  their  names. 

4th  Question. — Did  you  not  tell  Captain  Widdicombe  on 
the  day  of  election  that  you  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  ? 

I  do  not  know  him ;  I  do  not  remember  of  ever  telling  any- 
body so. 

5th  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  Mr.  Brooke,  the  Con- 
testant, a  few  days  before  the  election,  when  you  were  housing 
tobacco  at  Mr.  Pumphrey's,  and  tell  him  that  you  intended  to 
vote  for  him  ? 

I  saw  Mr.  Brooke ;  I  do  not  know  him  ;  I  never  exchanged 
a  word  with  him ;  he  came  to  the  barn  where  Mr.  Pumphrey 
was  spearing  tobacco. 

Qth  Question. — Did  you  or  not  meet  Mr.  Wm.  Pumphrey  near 
Dr.  Harper's  on  the  day  of  election,  and  if  yea,  state  what 
conversation  you  had  with  him? 

Well,  I  met  him  there ;  he  asked  me  if  I  had  voted ;  I  told 
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him  no  ;  that  people  pulled  and  hauled  me  so  I  could  not  vote ; 
he  said,  "I  have  not  voted  yet,"  and  got  on  his  mare  and 
came  up  toward  the  Court  House,  and  I  went  on  home. 

*Ith  Question. — Did  Mr.  Pumphrey  get  off  his  horse  to  hold 
this  conversation  with  you,  and  did  he  request  you  to  accom- 
pany him  back  to  vote? 

He  had  just  come  out  of  Mr.  Harper's,  and  came  to  the 
post  to  get  his  horse ;  he  did  not  ask  me  to  come  back  and 
vote. 

8th  Question. — Did  you  or  not  tell  Mr.  Pumphrey  that  he 
had  better  not  go  to  the  polls  ;  that  if  he  did  he  might  be 
killed? 

No,  sir  ;  to  the  question. 

9th  Question. — Have  you  ever  told  either  of  the  Mr. 
Pumphreys,  since  the  election,  that  you  did  not  vote  because 
you  could  not  vote  as  you  told  him  you  were  going  to  ? 

Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  told  that ;  I  would  not  vote  for  any  man 
if  I  could  not  vote  as  I  wanted  to  vote. 

10th  Question. — You  say  that  you  did  not  intend  to  come  to 
the  polls  at  all     "What  induced  you  to  change  your  mind  ? 

I  felt  bad  in  the  morning,  and  thought  if  I  stayed  at  home. 
I  would  feel  better,  and  fix  my  house.  Mr.  Pumphrey 
asked  me  to  come  to  the  house ;  he  called  me  to  the  house  to 
get  in  the  wagon  to  come  to  the  election  ;  I  told  him  I  had 
no  hat  or  jacket ;  he  gave  me  an  old  coat  out  of  the  house 
to  slip  on  until  I  came  back ;  I  then  came  down  with  him. 

11th  Question. — Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Pumphrey  about  voting,  on  your  way  to  the  election,  and  if 
so,  what  was  it  ? 

I  had  no  conversation  with  him  ;  did  not  exchange  a  word. 

12th  Question. — Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Pumphrey  upon  any  other  subject  on  your  way  here  ? 

I  did  not. 

13th  Question. — Did  you  tell  either  of  the  Mr.  Pumphrey's 
on  the  day  of  election  that  you  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  that  you  would  go  to  Mr.  Wilson's  store,  and  wait 
until  you  could  do  so  ? 

I  never  told  him  anything  about  such  things. 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — You  stated  in  your  cross-examination  that 
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you  told  Mr.  Pumphrey  that  you  would  not  vote  at  all  if  you 
could  not  vote  as  you  desired.  Please  state  if  you  did  not 
wish  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket ;  state  further  what  was 
done  with  the  coat  Mr.  Pumphrey  gave  you  to  come  down. 

It  was  my  desire  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket ;  I  carried 
the  coat  back  to  Mr.  Pumphrey. 


HIS 

ALEXANDER  M    GROSS. 

HAES, 


Test:  Bufus  Belt. 


Deposition  No.  10. 


1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

Name,  S.  G-.  Chaney ;  age,  43  years  ;  residence,  Seventh 
Election  District,  Prince  George's  County;  occupation,  farmer  ; 
I  voted  in  Queen  Anne  District  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  any  non-resi- 
dents who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  in  the  Seventh  Elec- 
tion District  or  in  Prince  George's,  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  day  of  November,  1873?  If  yea,  state  all  you  know 
about  it  ? 

I  know  several  that  I  do  not  consider  residents  of  the  dis- 
trict or  county.  Michael  C.  Sparrow — he  has  not  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  county  for  three  or  four  years  ;  the  last  two  years 
he  has  been  in  business  in  Baltimore  and  is  still  there.  H. 
Brune  Bowie — he  also  left  the  county  some  years  ago  ;  also  in 
business  in  Baltimore ;  married  and  lives  there  with  his 
family.  Oden  Mullikin  also  left  the  county  some  two  years 
ago  ;  his  home  was  in  Baltimore  at  the  time  of  the  election  ; 
he  had  some  business  in  the  Sun  office.  Walter  W.  W. 
Bowie — I  don't  consider  him  a  resident  of  the  county  ;  he  is 
in  business  in  Baltimore,  practicing  law  and  editing  the 
American  Farmer.  Arthur  Mullikin  left  the  county  three  or 
four  years  ago  ;  went  to  Washington,  and  went  into  business 
there  ;  he  has  changed  his  home  several  times  since  ;  never 
lived  in  Prince  George's  since  he  left. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  Jacob  Oakev,  Oden 
Williams,  Charles  Stewart  and  Elsey  Tilghman,  and  did  they 
vote  in  the  Seventh  Election  District  on  the  day  of  election, 
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and  was  there  any  intimidation  used  to  prevent  their  voting 
the  Democratic  ticket  ? 

I  know  Elsey  Tilghman  and  Jacob  Oakey.  Tilghman  voted, 
Oakey  did  not ;  so  they  say.     No  intimidation  that  I  know  of. 

Mh  Question. — Did  yon  or  did  you  not  see  Democratic  tick- 
ets in  the  hands  of  Republican  voters,  marked  u  True  Blue?" 
If  so,  do  you  know  by  whom  they  were  marked ;  why  they 
were  marked,  and  were  any  of  such  taken  from  the  ballot-box 
and  counted  by  the  Judges  ? 

I  did  see  tickets  in  the  hands  of  the  Republicans,  marked 
"  True  Blue."  Richard  Peach  marked  the  tickets  ;  he  was  a 
Judge  of  the  Election.  I  do  not  know  why  they  were  marked, 
but  judge  that  it  would  enable  him  to  see  if  they  were  voted  ; 
there  was  one  so  marked,  taken  from  the  ballot-box  and  counted. 

5th  Question. — Was  not  said  Richard  Peach  a  Democratic 
Judge  of  election,  a  warm  supporter  of  Brooke,  the  Contestant, 
and  state  how  you  know  these  tickets  were  so  marked  ? 

He  was  a  Democratic  Judge  and  a  warm  supporter  of  Brooke  ; 
I  was  at  Mitchelsville  the  morning  .of  the  election,  to  a  break- 
fast "given  by  the  Republicans,  and  Elsey  Tilghman  came  to 
me  and  said  he  had  a  Democratic  ticket  given  to  him  by 
Richard  Peach  ;  that  he  did  not  wish  to  vote  it,  and  gave  me 
the  ticket  and  requested  me  to  give  him  a  Republican  ticket ; 
that  Democratic  ticket  was  marked  "True  Blue."  I  asked 
him  how  he  came  bythat  ticket,  and  then  I  asked  him  why 
Peach  gave  him  that  ticket ;  he  said  that  he  was  old  and  poor, 
and  Mr.  Peach  had  promised  him  meal  and  meat.  He  voted 
the  Republican  ticket,  that  being  the  ticket  he  desired  to  vote. 

&h  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  if  you  were  or  were  not, 
during  the  most  of  the  day  of  4th  of  November,  18*73,  at  or 
near  the  polls  in  the  Seventh  District?  If  so,  was  there  not 
free  access  to  the  polls  to  all  desiring  to  vote  who  were  quali- 
fied ?  Did  you  hear  threats  or  intimidation  to  prevent- voters 
from  voting  their  true  sentiments,  and  was  not  the  result  a 
fair  express-ion  of  the  sentiments  of  the  legally  qualified  voters 
of  the  Seventh  District  ? 

I  was  at  or  near  the  polls  from  about  10  o'clock  A.  M.  until 
the  tickets  were  counted  ;  there  was  free  access  to  all  who  de- 
sired to  vote.  I  heard  no  threats  or  intimidation  used.  The 
result  was  a  fair  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  the  people. 
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Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Did  you  see  each  of  the  parties  that  you  con- 
sider non-residents  vote  at  said  election  ;  did  you  see  their 
tickets,  and  do  you  know  positively  that  each  and  all  of  them 
voted  the  entire  Democratic  ticket  without  a  scratch  ? 

No  ;  to  the  question. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  if  either  of  these  parties  have 
ever  voted  or  applied  to  register  or  vote  elsewhere  than  in 
Prince  George's  County? 

I  do  not  know. 

3c?  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  how  long  each  of  said 
parties  have  been  voting  in  Prince  George's  County? 

Sparrow  has  been  voting  there  at  intervals  for  five  or  six 
years,  or  longer  ;  Brune  Bowie  has  been  voting  there  since 
he  was  21  ;  Oden  Mullikin  has  been  doing  the  same,  I  think  ; 
Walter  W.  Bowie  has  been  voting  there  for  twenty -two  years, 
I  know  ;  Arthur  Mullikin  has  been  voting  there,  at  different 
times,  ever  since  he  has  been  a  voter. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  if  either  of  said  parties  ever 
abandoned  their  residence  in  this  county  and  sought  to  acquire 
one  elsewhere  ? 

I  don't  know  ;  Col.  W.  W.  W.  Bowie  moved  his  family  to 
Baltimore  ;  Brune  Bowie  married  in  Baltimore,  and  lives  there 
with  his  family  ;  the  others  had  no  families. 

hih  Question.- — Please  state  if  you  have  ever  heard  either  of 
these  parties  declare  their  intention  to  retain  their  residence 
in  this  county  ? 

I  have  ;  I  heard  Oden  Mullikin  say  that  he  was  going 
"West,  to  make  his  home  there  ;  he  is  the  only  one  I  have 
heard  say  to  the  contrary  ;  have  spoken  to  some  of  the  others 
about  voting  here,  and  they  said  they  always  had  voted  here, 
and  would  continue  to. 

ftth  Question. — Do  you  know  when  the  ticket  marked  "  True 
Blue  "  was  given  to  Elsey  Tilghman? 

I  heard  Richard  Peach  say  that  he  gave  Elsey  Tilghman  and 
James  Oakey  their  tickets  the  day  before  the  election,  at 
Governor's  Bridge. 

*lih  Question. — Did  Tilghman  say  that  he  had  promised  to 
vote  said  ticket? 
9 
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He  did  not  say  whether  he  had  promised  or  not,  hut  I 
judge  he  did,  or  he  would  not  have  had  it. 

8th  Question. — Did  he  state  how  Mr.  Peach  came  to  promise 
him  meal  and  meat,  or  what  conversation  occurred  hetween 
him  and  Mr.  Peach  on  the  subject  ? 

He  did  not  state  to  me  how  Mr.  Peach  came  to  promise  him 
meal  and  meat ;  he  showed  me  the  ticket,  and  I  judged  from 
his  having  the  ticket  that  Mr.  Peach  had  promised  to  give 
him  meal  and  meat  if  he  would  vote  it ;  he  said  he  was  old 
and  feeble,  and  not  able  to  work  much. 

9th  Question. — Did  you  use  any  argument  or  offer  any  in- 
ducement to  the  said  Tilghman  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket, 
or  was  the  conversation  you  had  with  him  commenced  by 
Tilghman,  and  in  what  manner  ? 

Tilghman  called  me  aside  and  said  he  had  something  to 
show  me.  He  pulled  the  Democratic  ticket  out  of  his  pocket ; 
he  said  he  did  not  wish  to  vote  it ;  he  handed  the  ticket  to  me 
and  requested  me  to  give  him  a  Eepublican  ticket.  I  used 
no  argument  nor  offered  any  inducement. 

10th  Question. — Did  you  or  not  see  any  Democratic  tickets, 
or  Eepublican  tickets  with  the  names  of  Democratic  candidates 
upon  them,  taken  from  colored  voters  on  the  day  of  election, 
torn  up  or  retained,  and  Republican  tickets  given  in  their  stead? 

I  did  not. 

11th  Question. — Did  you  not  state  to  one  of  the  Judges  of 
Election  that  you  had  taken  Democratic  tickets  away  from 
voters  that  said  Judge  had  given  to  them,  destroyed  the 
same,  given  the  parties  Republican  tickets  in  their  stead,  and 
that  they  voted  the  same  ? 

I  never  told  any  one  so. 

12th  Question. — Do  you  know  John  Hawkins,  Spencer  Lee, 
Frank  Sprigg  and  his  son  ;  if  you  know  either,  please  state 
where  they  live  with  their  families,  and  how  long  they  have 
lived  at  their  present  abode  ? 

I  know  Hawkins  ;  he  is  living  at  G-eorge  Mitchel's  place 
now  ;  has  lived  there  since  the  first  of  January  ;  he  lived  at 
John  Peach's  at  the  time  of  the  election  ;  don't  know  where 
he  lived  prior  to  that.  I  know  Spencer  Lee  ;  do  not  know 
where  he  lives  ;  whether  in  said  county  or  Washington.     I 
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know  Frank  Sprigg  ;  don't  know  his  son  ;  don't  know  where 
Frank  Sprigg  or  his  family  live. 

13^/i  Question. — Did  you  see  either  of  these  parties  on  the 
day  of  election,  and  do  you  know  if  they  voted  in  the  county, 
and  how  they,  or  either  of  them,  voted  ? 

I  recollect  seeing  Hawkins,  hut  none  others;  I  don't  know 
if  he  voted  or  how  he  voted,  hut  judge  he  voted. 

He-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  why  you  believe  the  par- 
ties you  consider  non-residents  voted  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  do  you  think  any  particular  notice  would  have  been  taken 
of  their  voting  but  for  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Brooke,  the  Con- 
testant, to  dispute  the  vote  of  Republican  voters  whose  cases 
are  strictly  parallel  with  the  parties  named  ? 

I  believe  they  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  because  they  ad- 
vocated the  cause  of  Democracy,  and  Mr.  Brooke  in  particu- 
lar ;  I  do  not  think  there  would  have  been  any  notice  taken 
but  for  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Brooke  to  dispute  the  rights. 

Re-examined  by  the  Contestant : 

1st  Question. — You  state  that  these  parties,  whom  you  con- 
sidered non-residents,  were  advocating  the  Democratic  cause 
and  Mr.  Brooke  in  particular  ?  Now  state,  if  you  please,  if 
they  were  advocating  the  claims  of  any  of  the  other  candidates 
upon  the  Democratic  ticket  with  equal  earnestness  ? 

I  don't  think  they  did. 

2d  Question.' — Had  not  one  of  them  a  brother  and  the  other 
a  son  on  said  Democratic  ticket  ?     If  so,  which  of  them  ? 

W.  W.  W.  Bowie  had  a  son  on  the  ticket  and  Brune  Bowie 
had  a  brother  ;  but  I  don't  think  they  were  particular  about 
him ;  he  had  a  son  in  office. 

S.  G.  CHANEY. 
Test:    Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  11. 

1st  Question.— Stake  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

Name,  Philip  Jones  ;  age,  48  years  ;  reside  in  Nottingham 
District ;  occupation,  laborer  ;  voted  in  Nottingham  District. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  Ambrose  and  Hamilton  Car- 
roll, and  how  long  have  you  known  them,  and  do  you  or  not 
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know  if  they  were  born  prior  to  the  killing  of  Crook  by  Dr. 
"Worthington  ? 

I  do  know  them ;  I  have  known  them  since  they  were  two 
days  old;  they  were  born  before  the  killing  of  Mr.  Crook. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — When  did  the  killing  of  Crook  by  Worthing- 
ton occur  ? 

I  do  not  know  the  date,  but  it  was  done  in  the  fall. 

2d  Question. — Can  you  read  and  write? 

No,  sir. 

Zd  Question. — By  what  means  do  you  fix  the  date  of  birth 
of  these  parties  ? 

From  my  recollection  ;  they  were  born  in  January  ;  at  the 
time  I  was  serving  at  Mr.  Burch's  ;  he  gave  me  a  bundle  to 
carry  down  to  Bobert  Carroll,  the  father  of  those  children, 
Ambrose  and  Hamilton,  his  children  ;  he  gave  me  a  message 
to  carry  to  Bobert  Carroll  to  take  care  of  those  children,  and 
let  nothing  happen  until  Dr.  Skinner  could  get  home  ;  I  am 
satisfied  that  Mr.  Crook  was  not  dead ;  I  was  talking  with 
Carroll ;  Mr.  Hook  came  up  ;  asked  me  what  I  was  talking 
about ;  I  went  on  to  tell  him,  and  he  said  he  would  have  me 
to  know  that  he  was  Dr.  Skinner  in  the  Doctor's  absence  ;  Mr. 
Hook  got  after  me  with  a  cart-pin,  and  Mr.  Crook  said  he 
ought  not  to  do  so. 

4tth  Question. — Do  you  know  what  year  this  was  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

Be-cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — You  state  in  your  testimony-in-chief  that  you 
know  that  Ambrose  and  Hamilton  Carroll  were  born  prior  to 
the  killing  of  Mr.  Crook  by  Dr.  Worthington,  because  Dr. 
Skinner  had  gone  to  New  Orleans  to  transact  certain  business, 
and  that  he  had  left  Mr.  Hook  in  charge  of  his  plantation 
during  his  absence  ;  and  during  this  period  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty between  Mr.  Hook  and  Crook,  and  that  Mr.  Crook,  then 
being  alive,  interposed,  to  prevent  Mr.  Hook  from  taking  any 
undue  advantage ;  and  you  further  know  that  at  this  time, 
Mr.  Crook  being  still  alive,  that  these  boys,  Ambrose  and 
Hamilton  Carroll,  were  then  in  existence  ? 

[The  above  question  withdrawn  by  the  Defendant.] 

2d  Question. — You  stated  in  your  testimony-in-chief  that 
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Ambrose  and  Hamilton  Carroll  were  born  in  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Skinner,  and  when  you  went  to  carry  this  bundle  to  Car- 
roll and  these  two  boys — and  this  difficulty  took  place  between 
Hook  and  yourself ;  Crook,  who  was  living  at  that  time,  took 
your  part,  and  these  children  were  in  existence  at  that  time  ? 
Please  state,  if  you  know,  where  Dr.  Skinner  had  gone? 

That  these  children  were  in  existence,  and  Dr.  Skinner  had 
gone  to  New  Orleans. 

Re-cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  Dr.  Skinner  had  gone 
to  New  Orleans,  and  what  year  was  it  ? 

I  don't  know  what  year  it  was.  Mr.  Burch  told  me  he  had 
gone  to  New  Orleans. 

HIS 

PHILIP  XI  JONES. 

MASK. 

Test:  Bufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  12. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  Robert  Carroll ;  age,  52.,  the  14th  of  February  ; 
live  in  Nottingham  District ;  occupation,  farmer  ;  I  voted  in 
Nottingham  District. 

2d  Question.- — Are  you  the  father  of  Ambrose  and  Hamil- 
ton Carroll,  and  were  they  born  prior  to  the  killing  of  Crook 
by  Dr.  Worthington  ? 

Yes,  sir  ;  to  the  question. 

3d  Question. — Did  any  one  try  to  intimidate  these  boys  from 
voting  by  telling  them  that  if  they  voted  they  would  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  Jury  ;  and  did  you  say  to  any  one  that 
you  did  not  believe  that  these  boys  were  old  enough  to  vote  ? 

Mr.  Jesse  Ryon  told  them  on  election  day  that  if  they  voted 
what  would  be  the  consequence  ;  he  did  not  tell  what — though 
the  boys  were  of  age.  I  did  not  tell  any  one  that  they  were 
not  old  enough  to  vote./ 

4th  Question. — Will  you  state  if  Ambrose  and  Hamilton 
Carroll  were  not  21  years  of  age  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1873,  and  legally  qualified  voters? 

Yes,  sir ;  they  were  going  on  22  years ;  they  were  legally 
qualified. 
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Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Can  you  read  and  write,  and  did  you  make 
any  record  of  the  birth  of  these  children  ? 

I  can  read,  but  cannot  write.  I  did  not  make  any  record, 
but  I  know  precisely  what  day  and  month  they  were  born  ; 
they  were  born  on  the  10th  of  January,  but  I  do  not  know 
the  year. 

2d  Question, — Did  you  go  with  these  parties  to  secure  their 
registration,  and  by  what  data  did  you  fix  the  time  of  their 
birth,  before  the  Eegister? 

I  went  with  them  to  get  registered  ;  I  told  the  Register  that 
I  was  satisfied  of  their  age  by  the  fact  that  Dr.  Skinner  was 
in  New  Orleans,  and  Dr.  Worthington  attended  my  family — ■ 
Skinner  having  employed  Worthington  in  his  absence. 

3d  Question. — Did  you  not  also  tell  Mr.  Coffren,  or  any  one 
else,  that  these  children  were  born  while  Dr.  Skinner  was 
away,  from  some  cause  in  connection  with  the  killing  of  Crook 
by  Worthington,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Yes,  sir. 

Uh  Question.- — Are  you  positive  now  that  Dr.  Worthington 
attended  your  wife  in  confinement  with  these  children,  and 
do  you  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  have  you  obtained 
the  impression  from  others  ? 

I  am  confident  of  that ;  I  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge  ; 
I  did  not  get  the  impression  from  others. 

5th  Question. — Have  you  not  been  hiring  these  boys  out, 
and  collecting  their  wages  as  minors,  and  up  to  what  time 
have  you  done  so  ? 

I  have  been  hiring  them  out,  and  collecting  their  wages. 
One  of  them  I  hired  to  Mr.  Coffren  for  the  whole  year  of 
1873  ;  he  stayed  there  for  the  year  ;  also,  hired  the  other  one 
to  Mr.  Coffren  for  the  year  1873,  but  he  left  at  Easter  ;  then 
he  hired  himself  to  Mrs.  Lelly.  I  collected  the  wages  of 
Ambrose  for  the  whole  of  last  year,  but  Hamilton's  I  did 
not.  I  did  not  collect  it,  because  he  was  not  a  man  ;  as  he  was 
obedient,  I  collected  it  and  gave  it  to  him. 

6th  Question. — Did  you  or  your  wife  go  to  Mr.  Coffren  a  few 
days  before  the  election,  and  tell  him  that  you  were  satisfied 
that  these  boys  were  not  of  age,  and  asked  to  have  their  names 
stricken  from  the  registration  list  ? 
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No,  sir  ;  neither  of  us  said  a  word  to  him. 
*Jth  Question. — Do  you  know  whether  the  boys  went  to  him 
with  any  such  statement,  or  either  of  them  ? 

He  tried  to  frighten  the  boy  by  making  threats,  saying  he 
would  be  put  in  jail  or  penitentiary  ;  the  boy  then  said  if  that 
was  the  case,  to  strike  his  name  off ;  the  boy  came  home  and 
told  me,  and  I  told  him  he  was  wrong.  I  asked  him  what  he 
did  it  for,  and  he  said,  "Father,  Mr.  Coffren  kept  bothering 
me  so." 

8th  Question. — Where  are  these  boys  living  now? 
They  are  living  with  me  in  the  county. 
9th  Question. — You  say  that  you  told  Mr.  Coffren  that  these 
children  were  born  while  Dr.  Skinner  was  away  from  home, 
in  connection  with  the  killing  of  Crook  by  Worthington. 
Please  state  when  that  occurred,  giving  the  year. 
I  do  not  know  the  year  Worthington  killed  Crook. 
10th  Question. — Did  you  hear  any  threats  or  intimidation 
used  by  any  one  towards  these  boys,  or  either  of  thein,  with 
reference  to  their  right  to  vote  ?     If  so,  state  by  whom  the 
threats  were  made,  the  character  of  them,  and  all  about  it. 

None  at  all,  except  by  Mr.  Ryon  ;  he  did  did  not  say  any- 
thing, but  to  Ambrose  ;  tried  to  prevent  him  from  voting. 
Ambrose  said  he  was  of  age,  and  he  would  vote.  Then  Mr. 
Ryon  told  him  that  if  he  would  vote,  be  would  put  him  to 
some  difficulty.     Ambrose  did  vote. 

11th  Question. — How  close  were  you  to  Mr.  Ryon  when  he 
said  this,  and  how  far  from  the" polls  did  this  conversation 
occur  ? 

All  together  ;  close  by  the  window  where  the  election  took 
place. 

12th  Question. — Did  these  boys  vote,  and  do  you  know  how 
they  voted  ? 

They  both  voted  the  Republican  ticket. 

HIS 

ROBERT  XI    CARROLL. 

MARK. 

Test:    Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  13. 
1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 
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My  name  is  Benjamin  Fletcher,  Sr.;  age,  56  years  the  15th 
of  last  month  ;  residence,  Queen  Anne  District ;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  I  voted  in  Queen  Anne  District  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1873. 

2c?  Question. — Do  you  know  a  man  named  Jacoh  Oakey  ; 
whether  or  not  he  voted  on  4th  of  November  ;  how  he  voted ; 
if  he  voted,  and  any  circumstances  connected  with  his  voting  ? 
I  know  Oakey  ;  he  told  me  that  he  did  not  vote  on  the  day 
of  election  ;  he  said  that  he  had  always  voted  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  wanted  to  continue,  but  that  Mr.  Eichard  Peach 
promised  to  give  him  two  bushels  of  meal  if  he  would  vote 
the  Democratic  ticket  open  at  the  window,  so  that  he  could 
see  it.  He  said  he  intended  to  vote  his  own  ticket,  if  he 
could  get  it  in  without  Mr.  Peach  seeing  him. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  Elsey  Tilghman  ?  If  so,  state 
if  he  voted  under  the  influence  of  violence  or  not,  or  anything 
you  may  know  connected  with  his  voting. 

I  know  Elsey  Tilghman  ;  I  do  not  know  how  he  voted ;  at 
breakfast  he  brought  me  a  Democratic  ticket  which  he  said 
Mr.  Peach  gave  him  ;  he  asked  me  for  a  ticket,  said  he  wanted 
to  vote  his  own  ticket ;  I  told  him  if  he  had  promised  Mr. 
Peach  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  he  was  privileged  to  do 
so  ;  he  said  he  had  not  promised  to  ck>  so  ;  then  I  referred  him 
to  Mr.  Chaney  to  get  a  ticket. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  who  voted 
at  the  election  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  held  in  Prince 
George's  County,  and  voted  the  Democratic  ticket? 

I  know  of  Chas.  Contee,  a  colored  man,  whose  family  reside 
in  Washington,  whose  vote  has  always  been  objected  to  until 
this,  when  he  turned  a  Democrat ;  and  was  registered  Chas. 
Contee ;  had  always  lived  at  Mr.  Walker's  in  this  county. 
Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  if  Jacob  Oakey  and  Elsey  Tilgh- 
man are  now  residing  in  Prince  George's  County,  and  at  the 
time  of  election  ;  and  if  they  have  removed  from  it  since  ? 

They  both  lived  in  Prince  George's  County  at  the  time  of 
voting,  and  they  both  still  live  there. 

2d  Question. — Did  you  use  any  persuasion  or  offer  any  in- 
ducements to  Elsey  Tilghman,  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket ; 
and  do  you  know  if  he  did  vote  the  Republican  ticket  ? 
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Did  not  use  any  persuasion  ;  offered  no  inducements  ;  be- 
cause I  did  not  think  it  necessary  ;  I  do  not  know  how  he 
voted. 

3c?  Question.- — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  of  the 
county  or  State,  who  voted  the  Kepublican  ticket  in  Prince 
George's,  at  said  election. 

[Objections  filed  to  the  above  question,  on  the  ground  not 
responsive  to  any  question  asked  upon  the  examination-in- 
chief]. 

I  do  not  know. 

Uli  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  John  Hawkins,  Frank 
Sprigg  and  son,  who  formerly  lived  with  F.  M.  Hall  and 
Spencer  Lee.  If  yea,  state  where  they  lived  prior  to,  and  at 
the  date  of  the  late  election  ;  where  their  families  lived  ;  if 
they  voted  in  Queen  Anne's,  and  how  they  voted? 

[Objected  to  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  not  connected  with, 
or  in  any  way  responsive  to  the  questions  asked  at  the  exami- 
nation-in-chief.] 

I  know  John  Hawkins  ;  his  mother  and  father  were  living 
at  Mr.  Peach's  at  the  time  of  the  election  ;  John  Hawkins  had 
been  living  there  with  them  for  three  years,  up  to  after  har- 
vest ;  went  to  Washington  and  stayed  until  a  week  before  the 
election  ;  has  been  staying  in  the  county  ever  since  ;  he  voted 
in  Queen  Anne's  ;  I  gave  him  a  Republican  ticket ;  don't  know 
how  he  voted  ;  I  know  Frank  Spriggs  ;  I  do  not  know  his  son  ; 
I  do  not  know  where  he  lived  ;  think  he  lived  at  Mr.  Berry's  ; 
I  think  he  was  registered  in  Queen  Anne's,  but  do  not  know 
if  he  voted  there  this  fall ;  did  not  see  him  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion. I  know  Spencer  Lee  ;  he  had  been  living  with  Mr.  Mul- 
likin  up  to  harvest ;  he  has  no  family ;  his  father  lives  in 
Washington  ;  he  went  to  Washington  after  harvest  and  came 
back  two  weeks  before  the  election ;  I  gave  him  a  Republican 
ticket ;  I  believe  he  voted;  but  don't  know  how  he  voted. 

5th  Question. — Do  you  know  positively  how  Charles  Contee 
voted  ? 

I  know  only  what  he  told  me,  that  he  wanted  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Frederick  Duvall. 

HIS  • 

BENJAMIN  X   FLETCHER. 

MAKE. 

Test:    Eufus  Belt. 
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Deposition  No.  14. 

1st  Question.' — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  Francis  Allen ;  age,  28  years ;  occupation, 
laborer;  residence,  Prince  George's  County,  Md.;  I  voted  in 
the  Ninth  Election  District  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

2c?  Question. — State  where  you  now  reside,  and  where  you 
have  resided  for  the  last  several  years  ;  how  long  you  have 
resided  where  you  now  live  ;  if  your  residence  there  is  perma- 
nent, and  where  you  have  been  voting  ? 

I  reside  in  Washington  ;  I  have  resided,  for  the  last  several 
years,  in  Surratt's  District,  Prince  George's  County ;  ten 
months  in  Washington  ;  my  residence  there  is  not  permanent ; 
I  intend  to  return  to  Prince  George's  County  ;  I  have  been 
voting  in  Surratt's  District,  and  have  never  voted  elsewhere. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Will  you  please  state  if  you  have  ever  applied 
for  registration  or  voted  elsewhere,  but  in  Prince  George's 
County,  and  how  you  voted  at  the  late  election  ? 

[The  above  question  objected  to  ;  the  objection  sustained  by 
the  Justice,  that  it  did  not  relate  to  the  testimony-in-chief; 
to  which  rulings  Mr.  Brooke's  counsel  excepted]. 

2d  Question. — You  state  in  your  examination-in-chief  that 
you  have  been  in  Washington  for  ten  months  ;  please  say  when 
you  went  to  Washington,  and  where  you  went  from? 

I  went  to  Washington  April  14th,  1873  ;  I  went  from  Prince 
George's  County,  Surratt's  District. 

3c?  Question. — Will  you  please  state  how  you  voted  at  the 
late  election,  if  a  Democratic  ticket  or  Republican  ticket  ? 

[Counsel  for  R.  S.  Widdicombe  objected  to  the  above,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  a  leading  question  ;  the  ballot  being  a 
secret  matter,  he  was  not  bound  to  ansVer.  The  Justice  ruled, 
that  it  was  not  pertinent  to  any  of  the  examination-in-chief, 
and  sustained  the  objection  ;  refused  to  let  the  witness  answer, 
from  which  ruling  the  counsel  excepted.] 

4th  Question. — Please  state  in  what  Legislative  District  of 
Washington  City  you  lived,  during  the  aforesaid  ten  months 
referred  to  by  you. 
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The  Twenty-second  District,  I  think  ;  I  am  not  acquainted 
■with  the  districts. 

5th  Question. — Where  were  you  living  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1873  ? 

In  Washington  City. 

&h  Question. — Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  if  there  was  a 
registration  of  voters  on  the  16th  day  of  September,  1873,  in 
Washington  City? 

I  do  not. 

*Jth  Question. — Are  you  a  married  man  or  not  ;  if  married, 
please  state  where  your  family  resided  on  the  day  of  election, 
the  4th  of  November,  1873? 

I  am  a  married  man  ;  a  part  of  my  family  reside  in  Wash- 
ington, and  a  part  in  Prince  George's.  County,  Surratt's 
District. 

8th  Question. — Please  state  what  part  of  your  family  resided 
in  Washington  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  wife  ;  no  one  else. 

%th  Question. — Please  state  what  you  mean  when  you  say,  I 
intend  to  return  to  Prince  George's  County? 

I  mean  to  make  Prince  George's  County  my  place  of  resi- 
dence, of  course. 

10th  Question. — Do  you  intend  to  make  Prince  George's 
County  your  residence  from  this  time  forward,  or  from  what 
time  ? 

I  have  not  yet  decided  upon  what  time  I  will  move  to  Prince 
George's  County  ;  I  have  always  claimed  my  residence  here  ; 
do  not  know  at  what  time  I  intend  to  date  my  residence  there. 

11th  Question. — Please  state  how  many  times  you  have  voted 
in  Surratt's  District,  and  how  many  years  you  have  been  in 
said  district  ? 

I  do  not  know  how  often  I  have  voted  there.  I  have  re- 
sided there  since  1845  ;  I  was  born  there. 

12th  Question. — What  do  you  mean  to  say  when  you  say  your 
residence  in  Washington  is  not  permanent  ? 

I  mean  that  my  employment  there  is  temporary. 

13th  Question. — Is  it  your  intention  to  make  Prince  George's 
County  your  place  of  residence,  although  you  have  stated  that 
your  residence  in  Washington  was  temporary,  and  not  per- 
manent ? 
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It  is  my  intention. 

lAtJi  Question. — What  was  your  occupation  on  the  day  of 
election,  immediately  preceding  it,  and  since  that  time  ;  and 
if  engaged  in  business  at  this  time,  what  is  it,  and  where  do 
you  carry  it  on  ? 

My  occupation  was  a  laborer  in  the  United  States  Navy 
Yard,  at  Washington  ;  I  was  there  before  the  election,  and  I 
am  still  employed  there. 

l&th  Question. — Where  did  you  have  your  washing  done  on 
the  day  of  election,  previous  to  that  day,  and  to  the  present 
time  ? 

In  the  month  of  September  I  had  my  washing  done  in  Sur- 
ratt's  District ;  since  then  I  have  had  it  done  in  Washington. 

l§th  Question. — When  was  the  last  time  you  had  any  occu- 
pation in  Prince  George's  County^  where  was  the  same,  and 
what  was  the  particular  occupation  engaged  in  ? 

The  last  time  I  was  employed  in  Prince  George's  County 
was  on  the  4th  of  July,  1873,  in  Spalding's  District ;  a  con- 
fectioner. 

V\th  Question. — What  was  the  occasion  of  your  acting  as 
confectioner,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1873  ;  were  you  doing  busi- 
ness for  yourself,  or  for  some  one  else  ? 

[Objected  to  by  Mr.  Merrick  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy 
and  immateriality  ;  objection  sustained  ;  exceptions  to  the 
ruling.] 

18£A  Question. — Did  you  own  any  real  or  personal  estate 
property  before  the  day  of  election,  on  the  day  of  election,  or 
since  that  time,  in  Prince  George's  County? 

I  owned  personal  property  previous  to  the  election  ;  that  is, 
before  I  went  to  Washington  ;  I  did  not  own  any  on  the  day 
of  election,  nor  since  that  time.  I  have  not  owned  real  estate 
since  1872  ;  I  think  I  disposed  of  it  in  July  or  August,  1872. 

12th  Question. — Has  your  family  ever  resided  in  the  Ninth 
Election  District  of  said  County,  and  if  so,  for  what  period  of 
time,  and  during  said  residence  whether  house-keeping,  board- 
ing, or  visiting? 

Yes  ;  they  have  resided  there  ;  don't  know  how  long  ;  part 
of  the  time  visiting  and  a  part  boarding  ;  they  were  not  house- 
keeping. In  1870  I  resided  there,  and  kept  house  ;  also  in 
1868  and  part  of  1867. 
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20t7i  Question. — How  long  was  your  family  boarding  in  said 
district,  and  how  long  visiting  ? 

I  don't  know. 

21st  Question. — Did  you  ever  pay  any  money  for  boarding 
your  family  in  said  district ;  if  yea,  how  much  did  you  pay, 
and  to  whom  did  you  pay  it  ? 

[Objected  to  by  Mr.  G-wynn ;  ruling  by  the  Justice,  that  so 
much  of  the  question  as  pertains  to  paying  any  money  for 
board,  admitted ;  refusal  to  allow  the  last  part  of  the  ques- 
tion to  be  answered  ;  excepted  to  by  the  counsel  for  Brooke  ■ 
exception  by  Mr.  G-wynn  to  the  ruling  in  allowing  any  portion 
to  be  answered.] 

I  have  paid  money  for  boarding. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Did  you  ever  consider  that  you  had  any 
residence  other  than  that  in  Prince  George's  County,  and  was 
not  your  stay  in  Washington  temporary,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  work? 

I  did  not.     It  was  temporary. 

FRANCIS  ALLEN. 

Test :    Rums  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  15. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

Name,  John  McNelly  ;  38  years  last  November  ;  residence, 
Prince  George's  County  ;  occupation,  copper  roller  ;  voted  in 
the  Ninth  Election  District,  Surratt's. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question — How  long,  prior  to  the  election,  had  you  re- 
sided in  the  Ninth  Election  District  ? 

[The  above  question  allowed  and  consented  to  after  objection.] 

I  keep  no  memoranda  ;  I  have  resided  and  voted  in  Surratt's 
District  for  four  years  ;  I  moved  to  Washington  and  back 
during  that  time  twice  ;  Surratt's  District  is  my  residence. 

2d  Question. — Have  you  or  not,  during  the  said  four  years, 
ever  voted  in  Washington  City  ? 

I  have  not. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  or  not  own  the  homestead  upon  which 
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you  reside  in  this  county?     And,  if  not,  to  whom  does  the 
same  "belong  ? 

I  do  not  own  the  same ;  it  belongs  to  Mrs.  Julia  Murphy, 
my  wife's  mother. 

4th  Question. — Where  do  you  carry  on  the  business  of  cop- 
per roller  ? 

I  am  working  for  the  United  States  Government  at  Wash- 
ington Navy  Yard. 

5th  Question. — How  did  you  vote  on  the  day  of  election? 

[Objected  to  by  Mr.  Merrick,  upon  the  ground  that  it  is 
not  responsive  or  in  any  way  connected  with  the  examination- 
in-chief.  Objection  sustained  by  the  Justice.  Exception  noted 
by  counsel  for  Mr.  Brooke.] 

6th  Question. — Have  you,  during  the  said  four  years,  resided 
with  your  family  in  Washington  City  ? 

I  have. 

*lth  Question. — When  and  for  what  time  ? 

I  do  not  know  the  dates  ;  I  have  not  resided  there  longer 
than  nine  months  at  any  time  ;  moved  there  in  the  fall, 
moved  back  in  the  spring. 

8th  Question. — How  long  prior  to  the  election  did  you  move 
from  Washington  City  to  this  county,  and  how  long  had  you 
been  residing  in  Washington  City  prior  to  said  move  ? 

At  the  time  of  the  election  I  was  living  in  Washington 
City  temporarily,  where  I  had  been  residing  eight  or  nine 
months  temporarily. 

9th  Question. — Have  you  moved  to  this  county  since  the 
election  ? 

I  have  not. 

JOHN  McNELLY. 

Test:  Kufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  16. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

Name,  John  Ridout ;  age,  54  years ;  occupation,  laborer ; 
residence,  Queen  Anne  District ;  voted  in  the  Seventh  Dis- 
trict on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  James  Oakey,  Oden  Williams, 
Charles  Stewart,  Elsey  Tilghman,  or  either  of  them,  and  if 
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they,  or  either  of  thera,  were  prevented  from  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket  on  said  day,  as  they  wished  to  vote  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873,  at  the  election  held  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873? 

[Objection  by  Mr.  Koberts,  counsel  for  Contestant,  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  secondary  evidence.  Objection  over- 
ruled. Exceptions  noticed  by  Mr.  Eoberts,  counsel  for  Con- 
testant. Further  objection  by  the  counsel  for  Contestant,  that 
it  was  James  Oakey,  and  not  Jacob  Oakey,  in  the  notice. 
Objection  to  Tilghman  on  the  ground  that  the -notice  served 
on  Henry  Brooke  does  not  contain  the  name  of  Elsey  Tilgh- 
man.    Objection  made  by  Mr.  Roberts.    Objections  sustained.] 

I  do  not  know  James  Oakey.  I  know  Oden  Williams  and 
Charles  Stewart ;  they  were  not  prevented  from  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket.  I  gave  Oden  Williams,  at  his  request,  a 
Republican  ticket,  and  he  said  he  wished  to  vote  it ;  I  saw  a 
Republican  ticket  given  to  Charles  Stewart  by  Benjamin 
Fletcher.     I  heard  him  tell  Fletcher  he  wanted  to  vote  it. 

Cross-examination  : 

1st  Question. — Can  you  read  ? 

No,  sir. 

2c?  Question.- — Did  you  or  not  ask  Oden  Williams  to  vote 
the  Republican  ticket  ? 

No,  sir. 

3d  Question. — How  did  you  know  the  ticket  given  to  Charles 
Stewart  was  a  Republican  ticket  ? 

Because  Mr.  Chaney  gave  it  to  Benjamin  Fletcher,  Jr.,  at 
Mitchelsville  ;  and  Benjamin  Fletcher,  Jr.,  gave  it  to  Charles 
Stewart.  He  knew  the  Republican  ticket  because  it  had  a 
head  on  it. 

Mil  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  whose  names  were  writ- 
ten on  said  ticket  voted  by  Charles  Stewart? 

Yes,  sir. 

5th  Question. — Did  you  vote  the  Democratic  or  Republican 
ticket  on  the  day  of  election  ? 

[Objected  to,  by  Mr.  Merrick,  that  it  has  no  connection  or 
responsive  to  the  examination-in-chief.  Objection  sustained 
by  the  Justice.  Exception  to  the  ruling  of  the  Justice  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  counsel.] 
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6th  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  the  ticket  given  at 
Mitckelsville,  by  Mr.  Chaney  to  Benjamin  Fletcher,  Jr.,  was 
the  same  ticket  given  by  said  Fletcher  to  Charles  Stewart  at 
Queen  Anne's? 

Samuel  Jennings,  who  could  read,  examined  the  ticket 
that  Fletcher  had,  and  he  said  it  was  a  Eepublican  ticket. 

HIS 

JOHN  X  RIDOUT. 

MABK. 

Test:  Kufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  17. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

Name,  Oden  Williams  ;  I  don't  know  my  age  exactly  ;  my 
mistress  told  me  I  was  22  years  up  to  election  day  ;  occupa- 
tion, laborer ;  Queen  Anne  District ;  I  voted  in  Queen  Anne 
District. 

2d  Question. — Where  you  forced  or  not  to  vote  the  Republi- 
can ticket  on  the  day  of  election  ?  State  any  conversation  you 
had  with  Mr.  John  Earnshaw  in  reference  to  said  voting,  and 
all  about  it. 

I  was  not  forced  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket ;  I  did  it  vol- 
untarily. Mr.  Earnshaw  asked  me  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  said  he  would  pay  me  ;  I  told  him  I  did  not  want 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket — it  was  my  first  vote  and  I 
wanted  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Did  you  or  not  tell  Mr.  Earnshaw,  before  the 
election,  that  you  wished  and  intended  to  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  for  Mr.  Brooke? 

No,  sir.     I  did  not. 

2d  Question. — By  whom  were  you  asked  to  vote  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  ? 

By  no  one.     I  voted  my  own  sentiments. 

Zd  Question.- — Can  you  read  ? 

I  cannot. 

HIS 

ODEN  M  WILLIAMS. 

MABK. 

Test:  Rufus  Belt. 
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Deposition  No.  18. 


1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

[Objections  by  Mr.  Roberts,  counsel  for  Mr.  Brooke,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  name  of  Benjamin  I.  Gwynn  does  not 
appear  upon  the  list  furnished  by  R.  S.  Widdicombe  to  Henry 
Brooke,  his  name  being  Benedict  I.,  and  not  Benjamin  I. 
Gwynn.  Objection  overruled  by  the  Justice  on  the  ground 
that  it  contained  the  name  of  Benjamin  I.  Gwynn,  which  was 
clear  that  it  was  the  man  wanted,  without  a  misnomer.] 

My  name  is  Benedict  I.  Gwynn;  I  always  write  it  B.  I. 
Gwynn  ;  age,  54  years ;  residence,  PiscataAvay  District ;  occu- 
pation, attorney-at-law  ;  voted  in  the  Fifth  Election  District  on 
the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

2c?  Question.  —Were  you  in  the  Fifth  Election  District  on 
the  4th  of  November  last  ?  State,  if  you  please,  if  any  one 
was  prevented  from  voting  there  by  threats  or  intimidation, 
and  what  was  the  condition  of  things  at  the  polls  on  that  day. 

I  was  there  on  that  day  from  about  9|  o'clock  until  the 
polls  closed,  and  no  one,  to  my  knowledge,  was  prevented 
from  voting,  through  fears,  threats,  or  intimidation.  There 
was  the  excitement  incidental  to  all  elections  only.  The  elec- 
tion progressed  as  quietly  and  as  orderly  as  usual  ;  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fair  expression  of  sentiment  generally,  and  the 
result  of  the  election  was  a  fair  expression  of  the  people  of 
that  district,  and  no  voter  had  reason  to  fear  for  his  personal 
safety,  by  any  demonstrations  or  other  conduct  on  the  part  of 
those  present.  I  did  not  absent  myself  from  the  polls  on  the 
day  of  election  twenty  minutes  at  any  one  time,  or  one  hour 
altogether,  and  know  there  was  ample  time  for  every  person 
desiring  to  vote  to  do  so,  without  hindrance,  interference,  or 
obstruction  ;  there  were  several  hours  in  the  afternoon  when 
the  way  to  the  polls  was  entirely  unobstructed  by  any  crowd 
or  persons,  and  there  was  free  access  to  the  polls.  I  saw  three 
strange  colored  men,  said  to  be  from  Uniontown,  who  had 
oysters  for  sale,  and  who  went  around  and  talked  quietly  to 
their  colored  friends,  but  who  did  not  interfere  with  the  rights, 
of  anybody.  I  saw  no  violence  attempted,  and  the  election 
passed  off  more  quietly  than  most  elections  I  have  attended 
10 


146  Contested  Election  of 

in  Piscataway  ;  the  quietness  and  fairness  of  the  election  was 
a  subject  of  universal  remark. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Were  you  at  the  place  of  voting  during  the 
whole  day,  and  could  you  have  seen  or  been  cognizant  of  all 
illegal  voting,  had  there  been  any  such? 

I  was  present  from  9^  o'clock  until  the  closing  of  these  polls, 
with  very  short  absences  ;  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  be  cog- 
nizant of  all  illegal  voting,  if  any. 

2d  Question. — Did  not  the  colored  voters  exclusively  occupy 
the  front  door  approaching  the  polls,  during  the  early  part  of 
the  day,  and  were  not  non-residents,  botji  white  and  colored, 
at  said  polls,  endeavoring  to  influence  the  colored  vote  in  favor 
of  the  Kepublican  ticket? 

In  the  early  part  of  the  morning  there  were  crowds  of  both 
white  and  colored  voters  in  front  of  the  polls,  awaiting  their 
turn  to  vote,  who,  so  soon  as  they  voted,  fell  back  and  let 
others  come  up.  I  saw  no  one,  whether  residents  or  non- 
residents, attempting  to  improperly  influence  colored  voters  to 
vote  the  Eepublican  ticket.  I  saw  General  Walker  there 
during  the  day  ;  I  do  not  know  where  he  resides,  but  have 
heard  in  Washington.  I  was  often  with  him  during  the  day, 
and  he  in  no  wise  interfered  with  voters  during  the  election. 

3d  Question. — Are  you  not  acting  as  the  attorney  for  Mr. 
Widdicombe  in  the  matter  of  this  contest? 

I  am  neither  employed,  or  acting  as  attorney  for  Mr.  Wid- 
dicombe, but  as  his  friend. 

Uh  Question. — What  ticket  did  you  vote  on  the  day  of 
election  ? 

[Objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  connected  with,  or 
responsive  to  any  question  as  to  the  examination-in-chief;  ob- 
jection sustained ;  exceptions  noted  by  Mr.  Roberts,  counsel 
for  Contestant.] 

B.  I.  GWYNN. 

Test:  Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  19. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873, 
My  name  is  Charles  Marshall ;  age,  28  years  ;  residence, 
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Prince    George's    County ;    occupation,   laborer ;   I   voted  in 
Marlboro'  District. 

2d  Question. — State  where  you  are  residing  now,  and  bow 
long  you  have  been  there,  and  what  induced  you  to  go  there, 
and  if  you  intend  to  remain  permanently  where  you  now  are  ? 

I  am  now  in  Washington  ;  I  went  there  last  November  a 
year  ;  returned  in  March  ;  stayed  in  Washington  ten  months  ; 
I  have  no  family ;  I  was  induced  to  go  to  Washington  to  get 
work  ;  I  did  not  intend  making  Washington  my  home. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  know  Wm.  Orme  and  Samuel  Wil- 
liams, and  where  their  home  is  ? 

Yes,  I  know  them  ;  Wm.  Orme  is  living  with  me ;  he  went 
away  from  Prince  George's  in  July;  Samuel  Williams  claims 
his  home  here,  so  he  says. 

4th  Question. — Where  do  you  keep  your  clothes,  and  since 
when? 

I  have  been  keeping  them  in  Washington  since  March, 
1873. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Where  are  you  living  now? 

I  am  living  in  Washington. 

2d  Question. — Where  is  Wm.  Orme  now? 

In  Washington. 

3d  Question. — Did  not  Wm.  Orme  leave  W.  B.  Hill's  place 
in  this  county  about  two  years  ago,  and  go  to  Washington  to 
live? 

No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

4th  Question. — When  did  he  leave  Mr.  Hill's  ? 

He  left  W.  B.  Hill's  year  before  last,  and  went  to  work  on 
the  railroad. 

5th  Question. — When  you  came  back  from  Washington  in 
March,  1873,  where  did  you  reside,  and  what  occupation  did 
you  follow  while  here  ? 

I  was  visiting  about  here,  and  worked  some  on  the  railroad 
in  Charles  County. 

Qth  Question. — Why  did  you  come  back  from  Washington 
in  March  ? 

Because  work  was  scarce  in  Washington ;  I  came  down  to  see 
my  mother  and  get  work  here. 
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1th  Question. — How  often  have  you  voted  in  Washington? 
I  have  never  voted  in  Washington. 

HIS 

CHAS.  M  MAESHALL. 

MABK. 

Test:    Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  20. 

EXHIBIT— GEO.  LOCKER. 

Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County, — April  Term,  1868. 

State  of  Maryland  vs.  George  Locker,  negro. — Presentment 
and  indictment  for  larceny,  1868,  April  20th.  Prisoner  ar- 
raigned and  pleads  not  guilty.  G-uilty.  1868,  April  28th, 
sentenced  to  Penitentiary  for  one  (1)  year. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  aforegoing  is  truly  taken  and 
copied  from  the  Minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Prince  George's  County,  at  the  April  Term,  1868,  thereof; 
and  that  it  does  not  appear  from  any  entry  therein,  that  the 
said  George  Locker  has  been  pardoned,  or  his  sentence  in  any 
manner  commuted. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my 
name  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]  George's  County,  this   23d  day  of  January,   Anno 
Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County, *Md. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

George  Locker  ;  40  years  old  ;  residence,  Prince  George's 
County,  Ninth  District ;  occupation,  farmer  ;  voted  in  the 
Ninth  District. 

Id  Question. — Were  you  ever  tried  and  convicted  for  larceny 
and  sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  ;  and  if  so,  state  when  it  was  ; 
and  did  you  serve  out  your  time  ? 

I  was  tried  and  convicted,  and  sent  to  the  Penitentiary  in 
1868  ;  served  my  time  out,  and  came  back  1869. 

3d!  Question. — State  how  you  voted  ;  if  you  voted  the  Repub- 
lican  ticket  or  the  Democratic  ticket  ? 

I  voted  the  square  Republican  ticket. 
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tih  Question. — State  if  any  efforts  were  made  to  induce  you 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket ;  and,  if  so,  by  whom,  and  what 
efforts  were  ? 

As  to  the  efforts,  Mr.  Jarboe  came  down  before  the  nomina- 
tion ;  told  me  if  I  helped  him  he  would  help  me  ;  he  said  noth- 
ing about  voting  :  Judge  Wilson  gave  me  three  dollars  ;  Henry 
Brooke  gave  me  two  dollars  ;  Charles  Stanley  one  dollar. 
They  said  nothing  about  voting  ;  said,  help  us. 

5th  Question. — What  did  the  parties  mean  by  helping  us  ? 

They  meant,  vote  for  us  ;  they  asked  me  how  many  men  I 
could  get  to  Vote  for  them  ;  I  told  them  about  twenty-five  to 
help  them. 

Qth  Question. — At  the  time  of  your  return  from  the  peni- 
tentiary, had  colored  men  the  right  to  vote  in  this  county  ? 

No,  sir  ;  not  for  two  years  after. 

*lth  Question.—  How  often  have  you  voted? 

Twice  ;  first  vote,  two  years  ago. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  own  any  land? 

No,  sir. 

2c?  Question. — Hav  you  ever  been  pardoned  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State  ? 

No,  sir. 

3d  Question.' — Did  you  register  and  vote  the  first  year  col- 
ored people  were  allowed  to  vote  in  this  State  ? 

No,  sir. 

tih  Question. — Did  not  Mr.  Henry  Brooke  give  you  two 
dollars  for  bringing  his  horse  to  Marlboro' ,  at  the  time  re- 
ferred to  by  you  in  your  examination-in-chief? 

No,  sir. 

5th  Question. — Did  you  not  bring  Mr.  Brooke's  horse  to 
Marlboro'  on  that  day,  and  from  what  place? 

No,  sir. 

6th  Question. — Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Wilson  that  at  the  time 
he  gave  you  the  three  dollars,  that  there  were  some  men  you 
could  get  to  vote  for  him,  and  asked  him  to  give  you  some 
money  to  assist  in  electioneering  for  him  ? 

Yes,  sir  ;  I  did.     I  told  him  I  could  get  twenty-five  men. 

*lth  Question. — Was  or  not  the  two  dollars  given  you  by  Mr. 
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Brooke,  and  the  dollar  by  Mr.  Stanley,  to  assist  you  in  recov- 
ering your  horse  lost  in  Marlboro'  on  the  night  you  were  here. 
No,  sir.     They  gave  me  this  money  before  I  lost  the  horse. 

HIS 

GEORGE  M  LOCKER. 

1IABK.  I 

Test:  Ruftjs  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  21. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

Benjamin  F.  Duvall  ;  age,  42  years  ;  residence,  Marlboro' 
District ;  occupation,  farmer  ;  I  voted  in  the  Third  Election 
District,  Prince  George's  County. 

2c?  Question. — Do  you  know  Alexander  Gross,  Sr.,  and  do 
you  know  how  he  desired  to  vote  on  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873  ? 

I  do  know  Gross  ;  I  saw  him  several  times  during  the  cam- 
paign ;  always  told  me  that  he  intended  to  vote  the  Republi- 
can ticket  and  no  other.  I  heard  him  tell  Mr.  McCullough 
that  he  wanted  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  know  Joe  Gallaway  and  how  he  de- 
sired to  vote  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

I  have  known  Joe  Gallaway  all  my  life  ;  I  saw  him  often 
during  the  campaign  ;  he  promised  me  all  the  time  to  vote 
the  Republican  ticket. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  Aquilla  Wilson,  JohnT.  Low, 
Daniel  Clark,  George  Hammond,  Robert  Oliver,  J.  S.  Higgins, 
John  Buckmaster,  Joseph  Wikers,  Michael  Sparrow,  H.  Brune 
Bowie,  Oden  Mullikin,  John  F.  Mudd,  W.  W.  W.  Bowie,  Car- 
ter Hall,  C.  C.  Hyatt,  Jr. ,  or  either  of  them  ;  if  yea,  state  which 
of  them  you  know,  where  they  resided  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873  ;  where  they  voted  on  that  day,  and  for  whom  they 
voted  ? 

I  know  Aquilla  Wilson  ;  he  lives  in  Baltimore ;  voted  in 
Marlboro';  do  not  know  how  he  voted  ;  he  has  lived  in  Balti- 
more two  or  three  years,  I  believe  ;  I  don't  know  exactly.  I 
know  Mr.  Lowe  ;  he  has  lived  in  Baltimore  three  years,  I 
know;  he  voted  in  Upper  Marlboro';  I  don't  know  that  he 
voted.  I  know  Mr.  Clark ;  he  has  been  living  in  Baltimore 
or  Washington  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  ;  he  voted  in  Upper 
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Marlboro';  I  suppose  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  as  he 
was  a  Democratic  candidate.  George  Hammond,  Kobert  Oliver 
and  J.  Lack  Higgins,  I  don't  know.  I  know  John  Buck- 
master  ;  he  has  been  living  in  Washington  for  eighteen 
months  ;  he  told  me  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Suit.  I  know  Joseph  Wikers ;  he  used  to  be 
a  conductor  on  the  cars  ;  he  does  not  reside  in  this  county  ; 
he  voted  in  Marlboro';  he  showed  me  his  ticket — it  was  a  full 
Democratic  ticket,  with  the  exception  of  my  name.  I  know 
Michael  Sparrow  ;  he  lives,  I  suppose,  in  Baltimore,  if  any- 
where ;  I  do  not  know  if  he  voted.  Mr.  W.  W.  W.  Bowie  lives 
in  Baltimore  ;  I  do  not  know  if  he  voted  ;  he  invited  me  to  his 
house.  I  know  nothing  about  the  rest — where  they  live  or 
how  they  voted. 

5th  Question. — Was  or  was  not  the  election  held  on  the  4th 
of  November,  in  Marlboro'  District,  fairly  conducted  ? 

It  was  as  fair  an  election  as  ever  I  saw  held  here  ;  every- 
body got  every  vote  they  could. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  know  how  Alec  Gross,  Sr.,  voted? 

I  do  not  know  how  he  voted ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  did 
vote. 

2d  Question. — Did  Joseph  Galla way  promise  you  on  the  day 
of  election  to  vote  the  Eepublican  ticket  ? 

He  did  not. 

3d  Question. — You  have  stated  you  were  a  farmer ;  are  you 
not  also  a  member  of  the  Commissioners  of  Court,  and  elected 
to  that  office  on  the  Republican  ticket  in  November,  18*73  ? 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Commissioners  of  Court ;  was  upon 
the  Republican  ticket. 

Uh  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  Aquilla  Wilson  re- 
sides in  Baltimore  City,  or  how  long  he  has  been  there  ;  his 
character  of  residence,  if  temporary  or  permanent,  and  his  oc- 
cupation there,  if  any? 

He  told  me  he  lived  in  Baltimore  ;  gave  me  the  number  of 
his  house  ;  said  he  was  a  plasterer  ;  if  I  heard  of  any  jobs  in 
the  county  to  let  him  know  ;  he  would  be  glad  to  get  them  ; 
I  have  seen  him  there  frequently  for  two  or  three  years  ;  I  can- 
not say  if  his  residence  is  temporary  or  permanent. 
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hth  Question. — Has  not  Aquilla  Wilson  always  voted  in  this 
county  ? 

I  do  not  know ;  I  know  that  he  voted  here  the  last  election. 

6th  Question. — Is  not  John  T.  Lowe  temporarily  employed 
in  the  Tobacco  Warehouse  in  Baltimore,  and  has  he  not  always 
voted  in  this  county  ? 

No,  sir ;  he  is  not  nor  has  been  in  the  warehouse  for 
twelvemonths;  he  works  for  Dipe,  Hill  &  Co. ;  he  has  always 
voted  in  this  county. 

^th  Question. — Has  not  Mr.  Clark  a  law  office  in  Marlboro'  ; 
does  he  not  practice  law  in  this  county,  and  has  he  not  always 
voted  in  this  county  ? 

He  has  an  office  here  ;  he  practices  law  here ;  he  has  always 
voted  in  Queen  Anne's  District,  in  this  county  ;  until  this  fall 
he  voted  in  Marlboro' . 

Sth  Question. — Did  not  Mr.  Clark  formerly  reside  in  Queen 
Anne's  District? 

He  did  years  ago. 

9th  Question. — How  do  you  know  that  John  Buckmaster  is 
living  in  Washington  City,  and  how  do  you  know  he  has  been 
there  for  eighteen  months  ? 

I  saw  him  in  Washington  ;  he  told  me  he  was  working  at 
McDermot's  Coach  Factory.  Mr.  Gardner  showed  me  on  his 
books  the  morning  he  settled  with  him,  the  day  he  left  on  the  cars. 

10th  Question. — How  long  has  Mr.  Wethers  been  conductor 
on  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Eailroad,  and  did  he  not  have 
his  family  with  him  while  in  this  county  ? 

I  do  not  know  how  long  he  was  conductor,  but  I  think  it 
was  over  twelve  months  ;  he  had  his  family  with  him  at  differ- 
ent places  in  the  county. 

11th  Question. — Did  or  not  colored  voters  occupy  exclu- 
sively the  door  leading  to  the  polls,  until  eleven  or  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  day  of  election,  in  the  Third  Election  District, 
and  did  not  colored  speakers,  non-residents  of  the  county,  oc- 
cupy the  Court  House  yard  while  the  voting  was  going  on, 
haranguing  and  endeavoring  thereby  to  excite  and  influence 
them  from  voting  the  Democratic  ticket  ? 

No,  sir,  they  did  not  exclusively  occupy  the  polls ;  there 
was  a  colored  man  speaking  in  the  yard,  a  stranger  to  me ;  he 
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was  not  interrupting  any  one ;  they  did  not  undertake  to  ex- 
cite or  influence  the  colored  voters. 

B.  F.  DUVALL. 
Test :  Kufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  22. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  dav  of  November,  18*73. 

[Objected  to  by  Mr.  Brooke,  on  the  ground  that  no  such 
name  appears  upon  the  list  of  witnesses  furnished  by  R.  S. 
Widdicombe  ;  Justice  ruled  that  it  was  a  misnomer,  and  evi- 
dence admitted.] 

My  name  is  Thomas  H.  Jackson  ;  age,  I  cant'  say  exactly, 
but  am  over  57  ;  I  live  in  Marlboro' .  District  ;  occupation, 
laborer  ;  I  voted  in  Marlboro  District. 

2d  Question. — State  how  you  voted,  and  if  you  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket. 

I  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

3c?  Question. — State  if  any  efforts  were  made  to  induce  you 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket ;  if  yea,  by  whom,  and  what  the 
efforts  were. 

Mr.  Smallwood  told  me  I  would  have  to  vote  that  ticket,  or 
go  to  the  penitentiary,  one  or  the  other  ;  Mr.  Wedding  told 
me  that  I  had  better  do  it  than  be  sent  away  ;  Mr.  McCullough 
told  me  it  was  the  best  thing  I  could  do  ;  I  would  not  be  dis- 
turbed until  Court  was  called  ;  then  I  would  be  taken  up  and 
sent  away.     Of  course,  therefore,  I  did. 

Atli  Question. — Was  it  not  your  desire  and  intention  to  vote 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  did  you  not  vote  against  your  sen- 
timents in  voting  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  were  you  not 
induced  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  from  fear  ? 

It  was  my  desire  and  intention  to  vote  the  Republican 
ticket ;  I  voted  against  my  sentiments  ;  I  was  induced  to  vote 
from  fear. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Can  you  read  or  write  ? 

No,  sir. 

2c?  Question. — How  can  you  tell  a  Republican  ticket  from  a 
Democratic  ticket  ? 

Because  I  had  seen  them. 
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3d  Question. — Who  gave  you  the  ticket  that  you  voted  ? 

Mr.  McCullough. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  if  said  ticket  was  marked  or 
not? 

I  do  not  know. 

5th  Question. — Did  you  not  state  your  intention  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Henry  Brooke  repeatedly,  before  the  election  ? 

No  ;  I  did  not ;  I  did  at  one  time. 

6th  Question. — Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that 
the  name  of  Mr.  Brooke  was  upon  your  ticket  ? 

I  do  not. 

^th  Question. — Why  were  you  induced  by  fear  to  vote  that 
ticket  ? 

They  told  me  I  had  a  piece  of  calico,  but  I  did  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Was  not  the  ticket  voted  by  you  the  same 
given  by  Mr.  George  McCullough,  after  making  the  threat 
referred  to  in  your  examination-in-chief,  and  is  not  Mr. 
McCullough  a  Democrat,  an  active  worker  for  Brooke  on  the 
day  of  election,  and  did  he  not  tell  you  that  Mr.  Brooke's 
name  was  on  the  ticket  ? 

It  was  the  same  ticket  ;  I  don't  know,  and  did  not  know 
then,  that  Mr.  McCullough  was  a  Democrat  ;  I  really  don't 
know  that  he  was  an  active  worker  on  the  day  of  election ;  I 
don't  recollect  of  his  telling  me  that  Mr.  Brooke's  name  was 
on  the  ticket  ? 

2d  Question. — In  asking  you  to  vote,  did  not  Mr.  McCullough 
ask  you  to  vote  for  Henry  Brooke  ? 

I  don't  recollect. 

Re-cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Did  not  Mr.  McCullough  come  to  you  after 
the  election,  tell  you  he  knew  positively  that  you  had  not 
voted  the  ticket  he  gave  you  ? 

[Objection  made  by  Mr.  Brooke,  counsel  for  Mr.  Widdi- 
combe,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  responsive  to,  nor  had 
any  connection  with  any  matter  brought  out  on  the  examina- 
tion-in-chief, and  a  personal  conversation  which  occurred  after 
the  election  ;  objection  overruled  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
pertinent  to  the  examination-in-chief.] 
He  did,  sir. 
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2 d  Question. — Have  you  told  no  one  that  you  did  not  vote 
the  ticket  McCullough  gave  you  ? 
I  have  not,  sir. 

HIS 

THOMAS  M  JACKSON. 

MARK, 

Test :  Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  23. 
I 
1st  Question.- — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 

and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  18*73  ? 

My  name  is  Benedict  Yost  ;  in  my  63d  year  ;  residence 
proper,  Bladensburg ;  occupation,  blacksmith ;  I  voted  in 
Bladensburg. 

2d  Question. — Were  you  or  were  you  not  a  Judge  of  the 
Election,  held  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

I  was. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  of  any  one  voting  in 
your  district  on  said  election  day,  whose  names  did  not  ap- 
pear on  the  books  of  registration  and  the  poll-book,  and  who 
were  not  legally  qualified  voters  ;  was  not  the  election  fairly 
conducted  and  unusually  quiet  ? 

'  No,  sir  ;  I  think  so,  sir  ;  I  know  of  nothing  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Cross-examination  : 

1st  Question. — What  is  your  present  occupation  ? 

I   am  employed  at  present  in  the   United  States    Custom 

House. 

BENEDICT  YOST. 
Test :  Rufus  Belt. 

[Mr.  Roberts,  counsel  for  Mr.  Brooke,  the  Contestant,  after 
Benedict  Yost  had  signed  his  deposition,  but  before  he  left  the 
witness-stand,  or  the  room  in  which  said  testimony  was  being 
taken,  prayed  the  Justice  to  propound  to  him  the  following 
question : 

"  You  have  stated  you  were  one  of  the  Judges  of  Election 
on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873  ;  please  state  whether  you 
were  the  Republican  Judge,  or  one  of  the  Democratic  Judges  ?" 

The  Justice  overruled  the  right  of  Mr.  Brooke  to  re-call 
said  witness  for  further  cross-examination,  upon  the  ground 
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that  he  had  signed  his  testimony,  and  his  examination  was  con- 
cluded, to  which  ruling  of  the  Justice  the  Contestant,  by  his 
counsel,  excepted  and  prayed  the  Justice  to  note  the  same 
upon  the  testimony. 

[Exceptions  of  Mr.  Koberts,  counsel  for  Mr.  Brooke,   filed 

-,  in  the  proceedings,  upon  the  testimony  of  Benedict 

Yost.] 

Deposition  No.  24. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  H.  Eugene  Brooke  ;  age,  30  years  ;  occupation, 
gentleman  of  elegant  leisure ;  residence,  Prince  George's 
County,  Md.  ;  I  voted  in  the  Second  Election  District,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873. 

2d  Question.— Row  long  have  you  voted  in  this  county  or 
district,  and  have  you  ever  voted  or  offered  to  vote  elsewhere  ? 

I  have  voted  in  this  county  since  the  enfranchisement  of 
parties  who  participated  in  the  rebellion,  and  have  voted  in 
the  district  since  1869  ;  before  that  time  I  voted  in  Notting- 
ham ;  I  have  never  voted,  or  offered,  or  desired  to  vote  else- 
where. 

3d  Question. — How  long  have  you  resided  in  this  county, 
and  have  you  ever  lost  your  residence  in  the  county  ? 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  born  here,  and  do  not  think  I 
have  ever  lost  my  residence. 

4:th  Question. — Do  you  know  of  any  non-residents  who  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  at  your  polls  in  Prince  George's  County, 
or  elsewhere  in  Prince  George's,  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  day  of  November,  1873  ;  if  yea,  give  name  or  names,  and 
state  all  you  know  concerning  the  matter  ? 

The  question  of  residence  is  one  I  do  not  feel  competent  to 
determine,  but  if  the  Democratic  interpretation  be  correct, 
that  all  parties  who  were  staying  out  of  the  county  are  non- 
residents, I  do  know  several.  I  know  Aquilla  H.  Wilson, 
John  T.  Lowe,  familiarly  called  Jack  ;  Daniel  Clark,  John 
Buckmaster,  H.  Brune  Bowie,  John  F.  Mudd,  and  Kobert 
Bowie,  of  Walter  ;  I  know  that  Wilson  resides  in  Baltimore  ; 
that  he  has  been  out  of  the  county,  both  in  Washington  and 
Baltimore,  for  at  least  three  years.     I  saw  him  in  Marlboro' 


Brooke  vs.  Widbicombe.  157 

on  the  day  of  election.  He  reproached  me  for  assisting  in 
electing  the  Republican  ticket,  and  stated  that  he  had  come 
to  the  poll  and  voted  for  the  nominees  of  the  Democratic  party. 
I  saw  Mr.  Lowe  in  Marlboro'  upon  the  day  of  election.  He 
stated  to  me  that  he  voted,  but  did  not  say  how  ;  I  know  that 
he  resides  in  Baltimore  City,  and  that  he  has  been  there  for 
two  or  three  years  ;  has  his  family  there,  and  has  invited  me 
to  his  house.  I  know  Mr.  Clark  has  resided  in  Washington 
and  Baltimore  for  several  years,  with  his  family,  and  I  believe 
practiced  law  in  each  place.  He  was  a  nominee  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  his 
speeches,  that  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  I  know  John 
Buckmaster ;  know  that  he  resides  in  Washington,  and  had 
for  one  year  prior  to  the  election  ;  he  told  me  that  he  was 
coming  down  particularly  to  vote  for  Henry  Brooke  and  S.  T. 
Suit,  and  afterward  told  me  he  had  done  so.  I  know  H.  Brune 
Bowie  ;  know  that  he  is  married,  and  living  in  Baltimore  with 
his  wife,  and  had  been  there  at  least  one  year  prior  to  the  4th 
of  November,  1873  ;  he  told  me  that  he  had  come  from  Balti- 
more for  the  purpose  of  voting  and  supporting  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  particularly  Mr.  Brooke,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
himself  and  two  others  in  the  Seventh  District,  the  result 
would  have  been  different.  I  was  in  Nottingham,  at  the  polls, 
on  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  a  part  of  the  day  ;  saw  both 
John  F.  Mudd  and  Robert  Bowie,  of  Walter  ;  I  had  a  con- 
versation with  Mudd  there  and  previous,  relative  to  his  uncle, 
who  was  a  candidate  upon  the  Democratic  ticket ;  can't  say 
that  he  voted  the  entire  Democratic  ticket,  but  from  his  con- 
versation, am  satisfied  that  he  voted  for  the  Contestant.  Mr. 
Mudd  resides  in  Baltimore  with  his  wife  and  family,  and  has 
resided  there  at  least  two  years  prior  to  November  4th,  1873. 
Mr.  Robert  Bowie,  of  Walter,  resides,  I  think,  in  Annapolis 
with  his  family,  and  has  not,  to  my  knowledge,  ever  resided 
in  Nottingham  District ;  he  voted  an  open  ticket,  and  as  I  was 
standing  by  the  side  of  him  when  he  voted,  I  can  assert  that 
it  was  a  Democratic  ticket. 

bth  Question. — Do  you  know  or  not  Albert  Brooke,  George 
Bowling,  George  W.  Jackson,  Samuel  Williams  and  Minor 
Pose  ;  and  have  you  ever  had  conversation  with  either  or  all 
of  them  about  their  residence  ;  or  are  you  personally  acquainted 
with  the  facts  ;  if  yea,  state  fully  all  you  know  about  it. 
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I  am  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  the  parties ;  I  have 
had  conversation  with  them  all ;  they  have  always  expressed 
their  intention  and  desire  to  claim  Prince  George's,  and  Prince 
George's  only,  as  their  place  of  residence  ;  and  I  helieve  them 
each  and  every  one  to  be  qualified  voters  of  this  county. 

6th  Question. — Did  you  or  not  tell  Mr.  W.  B.  Bowie 
or  any  one  else  that  you  had  removed  permanently  from 
Prince  George's  County  ;  and  have  you  ever  had  a  conversation 
with  said  Bowie  on  the  subject ;  and,  if  so,  state  it  ? 

I  never  told  Mr.  Bowie  or  any  one  else  two  years  ago,  or  at 
any  other  time,  that  I  had  removed  permanently  ;  nor  had  I 
ever  any  such  intention  ;  I  had  conversations  with  Bowie  upon 
the  subject  first  in  18*70,  and  declared  to  him  my  intention 
of  voting  here ;  shortly  before  the  late  election  I  met  Mr. 
Bowie,  and  told  him  that  I  understood  that  my  name  had 
been  taken  from  the  books  of  registration  ;  he  informed  me 
that  my  informant  was  a  liar,  that  he  had  not  taken  it  off,  and 
had  no  such  intention  ;  I  then  notified  him  that  I  intended  to 
claim  this  as  my  residence. 

^th  Question. — Do  you  know  Thomas  H.  Hyde  ;  do  you 
know  if  he  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873,  and 
where  and  how  did  said  Hyde  vote  ? 

I  am  acquainted  with  Hyde ;  he  did  vote  at  Marlboro';  Mr. 
Hyde  came  to  me  in  Nottingham  and  asked  me  to  bring  him 
to  Marlboro',  stating  that  he  desired  to  vote  the  entire  Demo- 
cratic ticket  excepting  S.  T.  Suit  and  B.  F.  Duvall  ;  I  declined 
to  bring  him  ;  he  was  brought  to  Marlboro'  by  Jesse  Ryon  ; 
on  my  way  from  Nottingham  to  Marlboro',  I  met  Mr.  Ryon 
returning,  who  informed  me  that  that  ticket  that  I  scratched 
would  not  win  ;  that  he  had  made  him  put  through  a  clean 
Democratic  sheet ;  when  I  reached  Marlboro'  I  saw  Hyde  ;  he 
told  me  it  was  no  go,  they  would  not  let  him  vote  for  Suit ; 
he  had  voted  for  all  the  Democrats. 

8th  Question. — Did  you  have  a  conversation  with  Jeremiah 
Coffren,  officer  of  Registration  for  Nottingham  District,  about 
the  legality  of  Ambrose  and  Hamilton  Carroll's  vote  ? 

I  did  have  a  conversation  with  Coffren  on  the  day  of  election, 
in  Nottingham,  relative  to  these  two  voters  and  some  others, 
where  slight  clerical  errors  had  occurred  ;  after  Mr.  Coffren 
returned  to  the  place  of  voting — having  absented  himself  in 
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the  early  part  of  the  day — I  mentioned  the  names  of  the  two 
parties  above  to  Mr  Coffren  ;  he  stated  there  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  doubt  about  their  right  to  vote,  and  many  statements 
in  regard  to  the  same,  but  he  reckoned  they  really  had  a  right 
to  vote  ;  and  upon  this  statement  I  told  them  I  thought  they 
were  safe  in  so  doing. 

9£/i  Question. — State  how  long  you  have  voted  in  Prince 
George's  County,  and  if  any  objection  was  ever  raised  to  your 
vote,  so  long  as  you  were  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party  ? 

I  stated  that  before,  in  my  examination.  There  never  was 
any  objection  that  I  know  of  whilst  I  acted  with  the  Democratic 
party  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  always  seemed  delighted  to  see 
me,  or  any  parties  I  might  bring  with  me,  in  securing  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Democratic  ticket. 

IQih  Question. — Was  there  or  not  ample  opportunity  and 
time  between  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  polls  on  the  4th 
day  of  November,  1873,  for  any  person  desiring  to  vote  to  do 
so  ;  and  was  not  the  election,  in  your  opinion,  fairly  conducted  ; 
and  was  or  was  not  the  election  a  fair  expression  of  the  legally 
qualified  voters  ;  and  do  you  know  of  any  person  or  persons  who 
voted,  whose  name  does  not  apppear  on  the  registration  list? 

I  was  at  Nottingham  District  on  the  day  of  election  until 
nearly  three  o'clock ;  there  was  ample  time  and  opportunity 
for  all  voters  to  vote  that  desired  to  do  so  ;  in  fact,  by  the  time 
I  left,  the  voting  was  comparatively  over  ;  I  then  came  to 
Marlboro',  found  no  difficulty  in  depositing  my  ballot,  and 
everything  was  going  on  quietly  ;  the  election,  in  my  opinion, 
was  as  fair  as  I  have  ever  seen  one  ;  and  I  really  think  the 
result  was  a  fair  expression  of  the  legally  qualified  voters  ;  I 
saw  no  one  vote  except  those  whose  names  were  on  the  registra- 
tion list. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — How  long  have  you  resided  in  Prince  George's 
County  ?  Have  you  not  resided  with  your  family  and  been 
engaged  in  business  in  Washington  City  for  nearly  two  years 
prior  to  the  last  election,  or  for  what  period  of  time,  and  how 
were  you  engaged  ? 

I  claim  to  have  a  residence  in  Prince  George's  County  since 
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the  16th  day  of  March,  1844  ;  that  "being  the  day  of  my  birth  ; 
I  have  been  in  Washington  temporarily  engaged  in  business 
of  different  sorts  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  living  for  my 
family — finding  I  could  not  do  so  under  Democratic  rule  in 
Prince  George's  ;  my  family  have  been  in  Washington  during 
the  winter  and  fall  months,  boarding  there ;  summers  have 
been  spent  elsewhere  ;  my  business  connections  in  Washing- 
ton ceased  at  least  one  year  prior  to  the  4th  of  November, 
1873. 

Id  Question. — Since  you  ceased  doing  business  in  Washing- 
ton, where  have  you  resided  and  for  what  time? 

My  time  has  been  spent  in  various  places  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  up  any  business  that  I  previously  had,  and  in  trying 
to  procure  employment  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  myself 
and  family  in  an  honorable  way. 

3d  Question. — You  have  stated  your  occupation,  at  present, 
was  that  of  a  gentleman  of  elegant  leisure  ;  now  state  if  or  not 
you  have  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Widdicombe  as  one  of  his 
clerks  ? 

Mr.  Widdicombe  being  unjustly  deprived  of  his  rights  and 
employment,  in  my  opinion,  needs  no  clerk ;  I  am  not  now 
employed,  but  presume  that  should  he  get  his  just  rights,  I 
can  consider  myself  so  engaged. 

4th  Question. — If  the  Democratic  interpretation  of  residence, 
as  stated  by  you,  be  correct,  are  you  not  a  non-resident  of  this 
county  ? 

If  the  construction  put  upon  it  by  the  Contestant  in  his  case 
be  correct,  I  should  think  that  I,  or  any  other  person  who  left 
this  county,  matters  not  for  what  purpose  or  for  what  length 
of  time,  would  have  no  residence  in  this  county  or  elsewhere, 
unless  I  saw  fit  to  vote  a  Democratic  ticket. 

5th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  if  the  residence  of  the 
parties  referred  to  by  you  in  your  examination-in-chief,  in 
Baltimore  and  Washington  City,  is  permanent  or  temporary  ? 
I  cannot  speak  positively  or  knowingly  of  them  all ;  but  I 
have  heard  one  of  the  parties,  Mr.  John  F.  Mudd,  say  that  he 
never  expected  to  come  back  here  to  live. 

Uh  Question. — Does  not   John  F.  Mudd  own  and   work  a 
farm  in  this  county  ? 
Not  that  I  know  of. 
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*Jth  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  that  Eobert  Bowie,  of 
Walter,  is  temporarily  employed  in  the  office  of  the  State 
Treasurer  ;  that  his  wife  owns  a  farm  in  this  county,  and  that 
during-  the  year  1873  he  rented  a  house  in  this  county  in  which 
he  resided  with  his  family  in  Nottingham  District? 

I  do  not  know  what  Office  he  is  in,  if  temporary  or  perma- 
nent, I  can't  say.  I  think  his  wife  owns  some  land  in  the 
county,  in  Nottingham  District.  I  have  no  knowledge  that 
he  rented  a  house  or  resided  in  Nottingham  District. 

8th  Question. — Has  not  Daniel  Clark  a  law  office  in  Marl- 
boro', and  does  he  not  practice  law  here  ? 

Mr.  Clark  has  his  sign  upon  an  office  in  Marlboro';  I  sel- 
dom or  ever  see  it  open,  nor  do  I  know  the  contents  of  it ;  I 
know  that  Mr.  Clark  practices  law  in  Marlboro'. 

9th  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  if,  after  Mr.  Clark  re- 
sided in  Washington,  as  you  have  stated,  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  resided  here  with  his  family  for  some  time  prior 
to  going  to  Baltimore  ? 

He  may  have  done  so  ;  but  if  so,  it  certainly  was  more  than 
twelve  months  prior  to  the  election. 

10th  Question. — Has  your  family  ever  resided  in  the  Third 
Election  District  of  said  county,  and  if  so,  for  what  period  of 
time ;  and  during  said  residence,  if  any,  were  they  house- 
keeping, boarding  or  visiting  ? 

If  my  mother's  farm  or  a  portion  of  it  is  in  the  Third  Dis- 
trict, which  I  think  it  is,  then  I  lived  in  said  district  about 
eighteen  months  from  about  November,  1868,  until  1870 ; 
during  which  time  I  boarded  with  my  mother. 

11th  Question. — In  what  election  district  was  your  farm  situ- 
ated, and  did  you  dispose  of  the  same  and  all  of  your  property 
in  this  county  before  you  went  to  Washington,  or  soon  after  ? 

My  farm  was  in  Nottingham  District,  immediately  on  the 
line  between  Marlboro'  and  Nottingham ;  I  disposed  of  the 
farm,  but  not  of  all  the  property  I  owned  in  the  county,  nor 
had  not  disposed  of  the  same  prior  to  the  election. 

12th  Question. — What  property  did  you  own  in  this  county 
within  twelve  months  prior  to  said  election  ? 

Several  articles  of  personal  property  at  my  brother's,  con- 
sisting of  a  horse  and  other  personal  property  of  that  kind 
and  indebtedness  due  me  by  citizens  of  the  county. 
11 
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13th  Question. — Since  you  engaged  in  business  in  Washing- 
ton, have  you  ever  brought  your  family  to  this  county,  except 
upon  a  visit,  prior  to  the  election  ? 

I  have  not. 

lith  Question. — In  your  examination-in-chief  you  have  stated 
you  believed  Albert  Brooke,  George  Bowling,  George  W. 
Jackson,  Samuel  Williams  and  Minor  Pose,  residents  and 
qualified  voters  in  this  county,  and  further  stated  that  Daniel 
Clarke,  John  T.  Low,  Aquilla  Wilson,  John  Buckmaster,  J. 
F.  Mudd  and  Kobert  Bowie,  of  W.  &  H.  Brune  Bowie,  did 
not  reside  in  the  county  ;  do  you  or  not  think  the  last  named 
parties  are  entitled  to  a  vote  and  residence  in  this  county, 
equally  with  the  parties  first  named?  And,  if  not,  your 
reason  ? 

I  think  so  far  as  the  residence  of  a  majority  are  concerned 
they  are  about  equally  entitled  to  vote  ;  I  have  heard  the  first 
named  declare  their  intentions  to  retain  their  residence  here  ; 
never  had  heard  the  last  named  parties,  excepting  Mr.  Clark, 
and  that  during  his  speeches  in  the  campaign  ;  George  Bow- 
ling I  do  not  consider  a  similar  case  to  the  parties  named, 
being  quite  largely  interested  in  real  estate  in  this  county  and 
spending  much  of  his  time  here  improving  the  same. 

15th  Question. — Does  not  George  Bowling  own  real  estate 
in  Washington  City,  and  has  he  not  resided  there  for  the  past 
two  years  and  more  prior  to  the  election,  and  has  he  not  been 
improving  the  same  ? 

I  have  understood  that  he  owned  property  there  ;  he  has  re- 
sided there,  but  for  what  length  of  time  I  can't  say ;  I  do  not 
know  that  he  has  been  improving  the  same. 

lQth  Question. — On  what  street,  Legislative  District  and 
number  of  the  house  of  Washington  City  was  your  family 
living  on  the  16th  of  September,  1872  and  1873  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  I  do  not  think  they 
were  residing  there  either  of  the  time. 

1*1  th  Question. — Have  you  voted  in  this  county  every  election 
since  you  were  enfranchised  ?  And,  if  not,  state  at  what  elec- 
tion you  did  not  vote. 

I  have  voted  at  every  election  in  Prince  George's  County 
since  my  enfranchisement  except  one,  when  I  was  detained  in 
St.  Mary's  County,  Md.,  by  unavoidable  circumstances ;  that 
was  in  the  year  1872. 
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18if/i  Question.' — You  have  stated  you  saw  no  one  vote  except 
those  whose  names  were  upon  the  registration  books  ?  Did 
you  or  not  see  the  names  of  all  who  did  vote  upon  those  books? 

I  did  not,  it  being  in  the  hand  of  the  Judges  of  Election ;  I 
heard  no  complaint  of  such  an  offence. 

19th  Question. — Did  you  ever  reside  in  the  Sixteenth  Legis- 
lative District  of  Washington  City  ? 

Never  prior  to  the  election. 

H.  EUGENE  BKOOKE. 

Test :    Bufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  25. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  John  E.  Gardner  ;  age,  43  years  ;  residence, 
Upper  Marlboro'  ;  occupation,  one-horse  tavern-keeper  ;  voted 
in  Marlboro'  District. 

2d  Question. — Do  you  know  Thomas  Hyde  ;  if  he  voted 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ;  where  he  voted  and  how  he 
voted,  and  if  said  Hyde  was  an  unpardoned  convict  ? 

I  know  Hyde  ;  he  voted  in  Marlboro'  District  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1873  ;  do  not  know  how  he  voted ;  do  not  know 
that  he  is  an  unpardoned  convict. 

3d  Question. — Do  you  know  John  Buckmaster  ;  where  he 
voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ;  how  he  voted,  and  if  he 
is  a  non-resident  of  Prince  George's  County? 

I  know  Buckmaster  ;  he  voted  in  Marlboro'  District  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873.  He  asked  witness  if  there  was  any 
one  he  wished  him  to  vote  for  ;  that  he  was  going  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket.  Witness  told  him  there  was  ;  he  then 
handed  witness  his  Democratic  ticket,  and  witness  crossed  the 
name  of  Daniel  Clark,  and  inserted  that  of  S.  T.  Suit  in  its 
place  ;  there  was  no  other  name  erased  from  the  ticket.  Sub- 
sequently Buckmaster  told  witness  he  had  voted  the  ticket  he 
wished.  He  has  not  been  living  in  the  county  more  than  a 
year  ;  think  he  left  some  time  in  1872  ;  he  says  he  lives  in 
Washington. 

4th  Question. — Were  you  present  during  the  day,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1873,  at  the  voting  place  in  said  Third 
Election  District?  If  so,  state  if,  in  your  opinion,  said  elec- 
tion was  not  fairly  conducted. 
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I  was  present  part  of  the  time,  but  I  saw  no  disturbance. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  if  the  removal  of  John 
Buckmaster  to  Washington  is  temporary  or  permanent,  and 
if  he  ever  voted  there  ? 

I  can't  say  ;  never  saw  him  from  the  time  he  left,  until  the 
night  before  the  election  ;  do  not  know  that  he  ever  voted  there. 

JOHN  E.  GAKDNEK. 

Test :  Bufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  26. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  Edward  Jones  ;  age,  38  years  ;  residence,  Upper 
Marlboro',  Md.;  occupation,  printer  ;  voted  in  the  Third  Elec- 
tion District. 

2d  Question.' — Do  you  know  Aquilla  Wilson  and  John  F. 
Lowe  ?  If  so,  state  where  they  reside,  where  they  voted  on 
the  4th  of  November,  18*73,  and  how  they  voted. 

I  know  them  ;  both  live  in  Baltimore  with  their  families  ; 
they  have  been  living  there  three  or  four  years.  I  did  not 
see  the  votes  put  in  the  ballot-box.  Both  told  me  they  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  in  the  Third  Election  District,  Prince 
George's  County.  Mr.  Lowe  remarked  that  he  had  a  good 
thing  of  it,  if  the  Democratic  party  carried  the  county. 

Cross-examination : 

1st  Question. — Do  you  or  not  know  if  the  removal  of  said 
parties  to  Baltimore  was  temporary  or  permanent,  and  if  they 
have  not  always  claimed  their  residence  and  voted  here  since? 

I  do  not  know  if  it  be  temporary  or  permanent ;  I  do  not 
know  that  they  claimed  their  residence  here,  but  know  they 
have  voted  here  since,  but  not  how  often. 

ED.  JONES. 

Test:    Kufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  27. 

list  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  occupation,  residence 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  clay  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  John  W.  Duvall ;  age,  37  years  ;  occupation, 
farmer  ;  residence,  Prince  George's  County  ;  I  voted  in  Upper 
Marlboro' . 


Brooke  vs.  Widdicombe.  165 

2d  Question. — State  if  you  know  Aquilla  Wilson,  John  T. 
Lowe,  generally  called  Jack  Lowe,  and  where  they  reside  ; 
state  also,  if  you  know  George  Bowling,  and  if  you  have  had 
any  conversation  with  him  in  reference  to  his  voting,  and  his 
desire  and  intention  of  continuing  the  same  ? 

As  for  Mr.  Wilson,  he  has  been  away  from  the  county  for 
some  years,  living  in  Baltimore,  I  believe.  Jack  Lowe  has 
been  working  in  the  tobacco  warehouse  for  two  or  three  years. 
George  Bowling,  about  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  told 
me  that  he  did  not  think  he  would  ever  come  back  here  to 
live,  but  he  always  intended  to  hold  property  here,  so  that  he 
could  continue  the  right  to  vote  here. 

3d  Question. — State  if  you  were  present  on  the  4th  of 
day  November,  1873,  and  about  the  polls^  and  if  you  consider 
said  election  fairly  conducted  ? 

I  was  around  about  the  polls  all  day,  excepting  about  half 
an  hour  at  dinner  ;  I  never  saw  a  fairer  election. 

JOHN  W.  DUVALL. 

Test:  Kufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  28. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence^  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  Lemuel  Porter  ;  am  over  52  years  of  age  ;  resi- 
dence, Huntington  City  ;  occupation,  merchant ;  did  not  vote. 

2c?  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  if  you  know  John  G. 
Seitz,  and  if  you  know  how  long  he  has  resided  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  and  when  he  came  to  said  State  ? 

I  know  him  ;  he  came  to  Maryland  between  the  12th  and 
20th  of  November,  1872. 

3d  Question. — State  where  he  was  residing  prior  to  that 
time? 

He  was  residing  at  Watsontown,  Northumberland  County, 
Pa.  ;  the  reason  I  know,  I  held  the  vendue,,  and  sold  his  goods 
in  my  name,  at  his  house,  the  9th  of  November,  1872,  in 
Pennsylvania  ;  he  was  residing  there  at  that  time  ;  he  was 
at  the  sale. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Did  not  Seitz  reside  in  some  part  of  Maryland 
some  time  previous  to  November,  1872  ? 
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He  told  me  lie  had  lived  in  Maryland  at  one  time,  but  he  had 
lived  in  Watsontown  eighteen  months  previous  to  the  9th  of 
November,  1872,  and  that  he  had  lived  in  other  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  prior  to  his  coming  to  Watsontown. 

LEMUEL  POSTER. 
Test :  Rufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  29. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873  ? 

My  name  is  Daniel  A.  Jenkins  ;  age,  37  years  ;  residence, 
Prince  George's  County  ;  occupation,  agent ;  voted  in  Queen 
Anne  District. 

2d  Question. — State,  if  you  please,  if  you  know  John  G. 
Seitz  ;  if  he  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ;  if  yea,  state 
where  he  voted,  if  he  voted  the  Democratic  or  Republican 
ticket,  and  state  all  you  know  about  it  ? 

I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  he  voted  at  all. 
I  heard  him  say  that  he  voted  for  Henry  Brooke  ;  he  did  not 
say  where  he  voted.  I  know  that  he  claims  his  residence  in 
Yansville  District,  Prince  George's  County,  and  was  registered 
there  ;  he  said  he  voted  for  Mr.  Brooke  at  the  last  election, 
held  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

3c?  Question. — Do  you  know  J.  Lack  Higgins,  where  he  re- 
sides, where  he  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873,  and  if 
he  voted  the  Democratic  or  Republican  ticket  ? 

I  know  him  ;  his^family  resides  in  Anne  Arundel  County  ; 
he  is  employed  on  the  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  Railroad  ; 
he  told  me  he  voted  at  Marlboro',  and  asked  me  if  the  Bowie 
House  was  in  Marlboro'  District ;  the  Bowie  House  is  where 
he  boards  ;  he  told  me  he  voted  for  Henry  Brooke  ;  the  Bowie 
House  is  in  Vansville  District. 

Cross-examined : 

1st  Question. — Where  do  you  reside  and  board,  and  did  you 
vote  at  the  late  election,  and  where  ? 

Reside  in  Prince  George's  County  ;  board  with  Mr.  Jacobs  ; 
voted  in  Queen  Anne. 

2d  Question. — How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  ? 

Since  November  1st,  1872. 
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3d  Question. — Where  did  you  reside  prior  to  November  1st, 
1872? 

Baltimore. 

4th  Question.' — Did  you  not  vote,  in  the  fall  of  1872,  at  an 
election  in  Baltimore  ? 

I  did. 

5th  Question. — At  what  election  in  1872  did  you  vote? 

I  voted  at  the  municipal  election. 

&th  Question.—  Did  you  not  vote  at  the  Presidential  election 
in  1872? 

No,  sir. 

DANIEL  A.  JENKINS. 

Test:     Kufus  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  30. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873. 

My  name  is  George  C.  Merrick ;  age,  34  years  ;  residence, 
Prince  George's  County  ;  occupation,  attorney-at-law  ;  voted 
in  the  Third  Election  District  (Marlboro'). 

2d  Question. — State  if  you  know  the  following  parties : 
Aquilla  Wilson,  John  T.  Lowe,  familiarly  known  as  Jack 
Lowe,  Daniel  Clark,  John  Buckmaster,  Michael  Sparrow,  H. 
Brune  Bowie,  John  F.  Mudd,  and  Walter  W.  W.  Bowie  ; 
and  if  you  do,  where  do  they  reside  ;  and  if  they  voted  in 
Prince  George's  County  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ;  how 
they  voted,  and  all  you  know  about  their  voting. 

I  know  all  of  the  above-named  parties  ;  Aquilla  Wilson  lives 
in  Baltimore ;  has  lived  there  for  several  years  ;  do  not  know 
where  he  voted  or  how  he  voted.  Lowe  has  been  living  in 
Baltimore  for  several  years  ;  do  not  know  where  he  voted  or 
how  he  voted,  but  know  that  they  claimed  to  be  Democrats. 
Daniel  Clark  has  been  living  with  his  family  in  Baltimore  for 
several  years  ;  do  not  think  he  owns  any  property  in  the 
county  ;  he  voted  at  Upper  Marlboro'  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873  ;  do  not  know  how  he  voted,  but  suppose  he  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  as  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
the  State  Senate.  I  do  not  know  where  Buckmaster  resides, 
or  if  he  voted  at  all.  Michael  Sparrow  resides  in  Baltimore 
City  ;  has  been  residing  there  for  several  years  ;  engaged  in 
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one  calling  or  another,  so  lie  has  told  me  ;  lie  also  told  me 
that  he  had  not  been  to  Prince  George's  County,  to  attend  the 
elections  regularly,  but  that  he  felt  a  great  interest  in  the  last 
election,  both  on  account  of  friends,  and  his  desire  to  see  the 
Kepublican  ticket  defeated;  he  came  to  Prince  George's 
County,  and  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  in  Queen  Anne  ;  do 
not  believe  that  he  owns  any  property  in  Prince  George's 
County.  H.  Brune  Bowie  married  in  Baltimore,  and  is  now 
living  there,  where  he  has  been  living  for  two  years  or  more  ; 
I  heard  him  say  to  Captain  Widdicombe  that  he  was  a  clever 
fellow,  and  he  regretted  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  work 
against  him  and  vote  against  him  at  the  last  election  ;  do  not 
think  he  owns  any  property  in  the  county.  John  F.  Mudd 
resides  in  Baltimore,  and  is  in  business  with  Dyon  Hill  & 
Co.;  has  resided  there  for  several  years.  I  think  Walter  W. 
W.  Bowie  is  living  in  Baltimore  with  his  family,  and  has  re- 
sided there  for  several  years  ;  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law, 
and  also,  I  think,  assistant  editor  of  the  American  Fanner  ; 
I  do  not  know  how  he  voted,  or  if  he  voted  at  all.  I  do  not 
know  how  Mudd  voted,  or  if  he  voted  at  all. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — Has  not  Daniel  Clark  a  law  office  in  Upper 
Marlboro',  and  has  he  not  been  engaged  in  practicing  law 
here  for  a  number  of  years  ? 

He  has  an  office  in  Marlboro' ,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  this  bar  since  I  first  knew  him,  but  since 
his  removal  from  the  county,  his  visits  to  Marlboro'  and  his 
office  have  been  transient,  such  as  any  other  lawyer  living  in 
the  city  would  be  compelled  to  make,  to  attend  to  any  case  he 
might  have  in  the  county. 

2cZ  Question. — Does  he  not  generally  attend  each  term  of  our 
Court,  through  the  entire  session,  and  often  between  terms  ? 

He  does  generally  attend  the  terms  of  our  Court,  and  re- 
mains as  long  as  the  urgency  of  his  business  requires  him, 
which  frequently  detains  him  during  the  entire  term  ;  he  visits 
the  county  seat  also,  between  the  terms,  whenever  his  busi- 
brings  him  here. 

3cZ  Question. — Do  you  not  know  Jack  Lowe,  A.  Wilson, 
John  Buckmaster,  Michael  S.  Sparrow,  A.  Brune  Bowie,  John 
F,  Mudd,  W.  W.  W.  Bowie  and  Daniel  Clark?     Have  all 
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not  for  years  claimed  their  residence  in  Prince  George's  County 
and  have  been  voting  here  ? 

Jack  Lowe  and  Wilson,  I  believe,  have  been  voting  in 
Prince  George's  County  for  some  years  ;  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing  where  they  claim  their  residence  except  from  the  fact 
they  have  voted  here,  and  infer  from  that  that  they  claim 
their  residence  here  ;  of  Buckmaster  I  know  but  little  ;  some 
two  years  ago,  I  think,  he  lived  and  voted  here  ;  since  then  I 
have  lost  sight  of  him  ;  I  do  not  know,  except  from  what  Mr. 
Sparrow  told  me,  where  he  has  been  voting  ;  said  he  claimed 
Prince  George's  as  his  residence,  but  had  not  attended  the 
elections  regularly  ;  H.  Brune  Bowie  and  W.  W.  W.  Bowie, 
Daniel  Clark  and  John  F.  Mudd  have  claimed  this  county,  I 
know,,  as  their  residence,  and  I  believe  have  been  voting  here. 

GEORGE  C.  MERRICK. 

Test :    Rums  Belt. 

Deposition  No.  31. 

1st  Question. — State  your  name,  age,  residence,  occupation, 
and  where  you  voted  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

Name,  R.  H.  Beall  ;  age,  55  years  ;  residence,  Notting- 
ham District ;  occupation,  farmer  ;  I  voted  in  Nottingham 
District. 

2d  Question. — State  how  long  you  have  resided  in  Prince 
George's  County,  below  Upper  Marlboro',  and  whether  or  not 
the  visit  of  Dr.  John  H.  Skinner  to  New  Orleans,  on  business 
connected  with  the  Fowler  estate,  was  subsequent  or  prior  to 
your  residence  in  Prince  George's  County  below  Upper  Marl- 
boro' ? 

I  have  resided  more  than  twenty -one  years  below  Upper 
Marlboro'  ;  Dr.  Skinner  went  South  before  I  went  to  live  be- 
low Marlboro'. 

3d  Question — Has  Dr.  Skinner  been  South  since  your  resi- 
dence in  that  portion  of  the  county  ? 

I  do  not  think  he  has  ;  I  never  heard  that  he  had  ;  I  am 
pretty  sure  he  has  not. 

4th  Question. — Do  you  know  John  F.  Mudd?  If  yea,  state 
where  he  resides,  how  long  he  has  been  residing  there,  and 
where  he  voted  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873? 
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I  know  Mudd  ;  he  resides  in  Baltimore  City  ;  I  think  he  has 
been  there  four  years,  I  know,  and  I  think  longer  ;  he  voted 
at  Nottingham  on  the  4th  of  November,  1873,  in  Prince 
George's  County. 

5t7i  Question. — Do  you  know  Ambrose  Carroll  and  Hamilton 
Carroll ;  if  or  not  any  threats  or  intimidation  were  used  to 
prevent  their  voting  at  the  last  election  ;  and,  if  so,  what 
were  the  threats,  where  made  and  by  whom? 

[Question  No.  5  withdrawn.] 

I  know  them  both  ;  Mr.  Coffren,  the  Register,  came  up  by 
my  house,  riding  up  in  the  yard,  talking  about  the  house. 

Cross-examined  : 

1st  Question. — You  have  stated  that  John  F.  Mudd  resides 
in  Baltimore  City  and  has  been  there  for  four  years  ;  now  state 
if  Mr.  Mudd  does  not  own  and  work  a  farm  in  Prince  George's 
County  ? 

If  he  does  I  do  not  know  of  it. 

2d  Question.' — Do  you  or  not  know  if  or  not  Mr.  Mudd  voted 
in  this  county  prior  to  the  4th  of  November,  1873  ?  If  yea, 
state  where  and  when  ? 

He  used  to  vote  there  when  he  lived  at  his  mother's  place, 
prior  to  November,  1873  ;  do  not  know  how  long  he  voted 
there  prior  to  November  last. 

3d  Question.— Do  you  or  not  know  that  Mr.  Mudd,  since  he 
has  been  doing  business  in  Baltimore,  has  returned  to  this 
county  to  vote  at  any  of  the  elections  held  prior  to  the  4th  of 
November,  1873  ? 

I  am  not  able  to  answer  the  question. 

R.  H.  BEALL. 

Test:    Rufus  Belt. 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT  No.  1. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

On  this  fourth  day  of  November,  1873,  personally  appeared 
James  Harris,  and  John  W.  Medley,  and  T.  E.  Williams, 
before  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Judges  of  Election  of  the 
Third  Election  District  of  said  County,  and  duly  qualified  as 
Clerks  of  Elections  in  the  Third  Election  District  of  the  County 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly  in  such  cases 
made  and  provided. 

RECTOR  PUMPHREY. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  above  is  a  true  extract  taken 
from  the  Poll  Books  of  the  Third  Election  District  for  Prince 
George's  County,  Maryland,  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]     George's  County,  this  22d  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 

Cleric  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 

[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


172  Contested  Election  of 


EXHIBIT  No.  2. 

Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  ) 
April  Term,  1853.      ) 

1853,  April  12th,  Present- 
ment and  Indictment  for  the 
murder  of  Charles  Crook ;  ap- 
vs.  y  pears  and    arraigned.     Sug- 

gestion and  affidavit  filed ; 
order  for  removal  of  case  to 
Anne  Arundel  County  filed. 


State  of  Maryland 


T  HOMAS  CONTEE  WORTHINGTON 


Circuit  Court  for  Prince  G-eorge's  County.,  ) 
April  Term,  1853.      ) 

We,  the '  Grand  Inquest  of  the  State  of  Maryland  for  the 
"body  of  Prince  G-eorge's  County,  do,  on  our  oaths,  present  Dr. 
Thos.  C.  Worthington,  on  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Jno.  M.  S. 
Maccubbin,  Dr.  Thomas  G-.  Turton,  Kobert  Thompson,  Win. 
N.  Burch,  W.  H.  Grimes,  Kobert  W.  G-.  Baden,  Dr.  John 
H.  Skinner,  M.  J.  Kaldenbach,  John  A.  Goldsborough  and 
Thomas  A.  T.  Ball,  for  the  murder  of  Charles  Crook,  on  the 
22d  day  of  November,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two. 

HENKY  JONES,  Foreman. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  aforegoing  is  truly  taken  and 
copied  from  the  Minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Prince  George's  County  at  the  April  Term,  1853,  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]     George, s  County,  this  twenty-second  day  of  Janu- 
ary, Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENKY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EXHIBIT  No.  3. 
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To  Henry  Brooke,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County: 

Whereas,  an  election  for  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of 
Maryland,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  a  representative  in 
the  Senate  of  Maryland  from  Prince  George's  County,  three 
representatives  from  said  county  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Sheriff, 
County  Commissioners,  and  a  County  Surveyor,  was  held  on 
the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  (being 
the  fourth  day  of  the  month),  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-three,  in  the  election  districts  in  said  county,  dis- 
tinguished by  number  one,  etc.,  conformably  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  this  State ;  and  whereas,  we,  the  subscribers, 
attending  judges  at  the  close  of  the  election  in  said  districts, 
having  this  day  assembled  at  the  usual  place  of  the  sitting  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  said  county, ^with  the  books  of  the  polls, 
on  which  are  endorsed  the  several  certificates  agreeably  to  law, 
and  having  cast  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  said 
districts,  according  to  the  certificates  made  out  on  the  day  of 
election  by  the  judges,  it  appears  that  Henry  H.  Goldsborough 
has  twenty-four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  votes  for  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treasury  ;  Levin  Woolford,  twenty-two  hundred 
and  sixty-three  votes  for  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  ;  that 
James  S.  Franklin  has  twenty-two  hundred  and  sixty-two 
votes,  and  that  John  H.  Price  has  twenty-four  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  votes  for  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  ;  that 
Samuel  T.  Suit  has  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes  for  the 
Senate  of  Maryland ;  that  Latimer  A.  Etchison,  Aaron  V.  B. 
Kobey  and  William  Latchford  have  the  greatest  number  of 
legal  votes  for  the  House  of  Delegates  ;  that  Kobert  S.  Widdi- 
combe  has  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes  for  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court ;  that  Harrison  Wallis  has  the  greatest  number 
of  legal  votes  for  Sheriff-  that  Alexander  P.  Hill,  Fielder 
C.  Duvall,  Benjamin  Brashears,  Benjamin  F.  Duvall  and 
Thomas  H.  Lusby  have  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes  for 
County  Commissioners,  and  that  George  W.  Jackson  has  the 
greatest  number  of  legal  votes  for  County  Surveyor  ;  where- 
upon, we  do  determine,  declare  and  return  that  the  said  Sam- 
uel  T.    Suit,  for  Senate ;    Latimer    A.  Etchison,    Aaron   V. 


Brooke  vs.  Widdicombe.  175 

Robey  and  William  Latchford,  for  the  House  of  Delegates ; 
Eobert  S.  Widdicombe,  for  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court ;  Harri- 
son Wallis,for  Sheriff;  Alexander  P.  Hill,  Fielder  C.  Duvall, 
Benjamin  Brash  ears,  Benjamin  F.  Duvall  and  Thomas  H. 
Lusby,  for  County  Commissioners,  and  George  W.  Jackson, 
for  County  Surveyor,  are  duly  elected. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three. 

MAKK  DUVALL,  [seal. 

M.  L.  WILSON,  [seal. 

CHAKLES  BOWIE,  [seal. 

J.  E.  Q.  EARLY,  [seal/ 

GEORGE  W.  GARDINER,  [seal. 

JOSEPH  SOPER,  [seal/ 

JAMES  MULLIKIN,  [seal. 

JAMES  H.  RAWLINGS,  [seal. 

W.  PARKER  GRIFFIN,  [seal/ 

JOHN  W.  WHITESIDE,  [seal. 

WM.  B.  TOWNSHEND.  [seal. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  aforegoing  and  within  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  original  election  returns  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  on  the 
sixth  day  of  November,  1873. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]     George's  County,  this  twenty-second  day  of  Jan- 
uary, Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EXHIBIT  No.  4. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  it  appears  by  the  Poll  and  Registra- 
tion Books  of  the  Seventh  Election  District  of  Prince  George's 
County,  Maryland,  that  Oclen  Williams  and  Charles  Stewart 
were  registered  and  voted  in  said  District  at  the  election  held 
on  the  fourth  day  of  November,  1873. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]     George's  County,  this  twenty-second  day  of  Janu- 
ary, Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 

Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


EXHIBIT  No.  5. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  it  appears,  by  the  Poll  Books  of  the 
Ninth  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland, 
that  James  Young  voted  in  said  District,  at  the  election  held 
on  the  fourth  day  of  November,  1873. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]     George's  County,  this  twenty-second  day  of  Janu- 
ary, Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EXHIBIT  No.  6. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  it  appears  by  the  Poll  Books  of  the 
Third  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland, 
that  James  Young  voted  in  said  District  at  the  election  held 
on  the  fourth  day  of  November,  1873. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]      George's  County,  this  22d  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


EXHIBIT  No.  7. 
State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

I  hereby  certify,  That  it  appears  from  the  Registration  Book 
of  the  Third  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County, 
Maryland,  that  James  Young  was  registered  as  a  qualified 
voter  in  said  district  upon  a  certificate  of  transfer  from  the 
Sixth  (Spalding's)  Election  District  of  said  county. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]      George's  County,  this  22d  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 

[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
12 
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EXHIBIT  No.  8. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  names  of  Charles  H.  "Walker, 
Patrick  Ferquher  and  Charles  H.  Dickinson  appear  upon  the 
Registration  Books  of  the  Second  Election  District  of  Prince 
George's  County,  Maryland,  but  that  in  the  column  of  quali- 
fied voters  a  mark  of  the  pen  has  been  made  through  each  of 
said  names  ;  but  no  entry  of  the  cause  or  reason  of  disqualifi- 
cation of  either  of  said  parties  appear  upon  said  book. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]      George's  County,  this  2 2d  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BEOOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  •  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


EXHIBIT  No.  9. 

State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  name  of  John  N.  Hayes  appears 
upon  the  Registration  Book  of  the  Second  Election  District  of 
Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  as  a  qualified  voter 
therein. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]      George's  County,  this  22d  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EXHIBIT  No.  10. 
State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  name  of  Jacob  Oakey  appears 
upon  the  Begistration  Book  of  the  Seventh  Election  District 
of  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  as  a  qualified  voter. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]      George's  County,  this  22d  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

EXHIBIT   No.  11. 
State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  it  appears,  by  the  Poll  Books  of  the 
Third  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland, 
that  William  Henry  Holland  voted  in  said  district  at  the 
election  held  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1873. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]     George's  County,  this  twenty-second  day  of  Jan- 
uary, Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


EXHIBIT  No.  12. 
State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

I  hereby  certify,  That  it  appears,  by  the  Poll  Books  of  the 
Fourth  Election  District  of  Prince  George's  County,  Mary- 
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land,  that  Ambrose  Carroll  and  Wm.  Hamilton  Carroll  voted 
in  said  district,  at  the  election  held  on  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince 
[seal.]      George's  County,   Maryland,  this  twenty-second 
day  of  January,  Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENEY  BKOOKE, 
Clerk  of  the,  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County ,  Md. 

Eiled  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HAEEIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

EXHIBIT  No.  13. 

Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  \ 
April  Term,  1870.      \ 

1870,  April  9th,  Presentment  for 
Larceny.  April  11th,  Indictment 
>-  filed.  1870,  April  26th,  prisoner 
arraigned,  pleads  Guilty  and  sen- 
tenced to  the  County  Jail  for  thirty 
(30)  days. 

Test:    HENBY  BEOOKE,  Clerk,  dec. 


State  of  Maryland 

vs. 

Mack  Johnson. 


State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  . 

I  hereby  certify,  That  the  aforegoing  is  truly  taken  and 
copied  from  the  Minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Prince  George's  County. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 
name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
[seal.]     Prince  George's  County,  this  16th  day  of  January,, 
Anno  Domini,  1874. 

HENEY  BEOOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HAEEIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace,. 
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State  of  Maryland 


vs. 


Nace  Beall 


EXHIBIT  No.  14. 

Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  ) 
November  Term,  1859.      \ 

1859,  November  14th,  Present- 
ment and  Indictment  for  Larceny. 
Arraigned,  pleads  Not  Guilty  ;  tried 
by  jury ;  verdict,  Guilty.  Motion 
>-  for  a  new  trial.  1859,  November 
15th,  Motion  withdrawn,  and  Court 
sentenced  him  to  be  sold  for  five 
years  within  the  State  of  Maryland, 

Test:    HENEY  BROOKE,  Clerk,  dec. 


State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct  : 

hereby  certify,  That  the  aforegoing  is  truly  taken  and 
copied  from  the  Minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Prince  George's  County. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 
name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
[seal.]     Prince  George's  County,  this  16th  day  of  January, 
Anno  Doming  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George' s  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


State  of  Maryland 


vs. 


George  Locker. 


EXHIBIT  No.  15. 

Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  ) 

April  Term,  1868.      \ 

1868,  April  14,  presentment  for  larceny. 

1868,  April  17,  indictment  filed. 

1868,  April  20,  prisoner  arraigned  anjd 
pleads  Not  Guilty.  Jury  sworn  ;  ver- 
dict,Guilty.  1868,  April  28,  sentenced 
to  the  Penitentiary  for  one  (1)  year. 

Test:  HENRY  BROOKE,  Clerk. 
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State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George's  County,  Sct.  : 

I  herery  certify,  That  the  foregoing  is  truly  taken  and 
copied  from  the  Minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Prince  George's  County. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 
[seal.]     name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Prince  George's  County,  this  16th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.,  1874. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Prince  George's  County,  Md. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

R.  S.  W.,  No.  1,, 

In  the  case  of  Henry  Brooke,  contesting  the  election  of  B.   S. 

Widdicombe,  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 

Prince  George's  County : 

R.  S.  Widdicombe,  by '  George  C.  Merrick,  his  attorney, 
objects  to  the  evidence  taken  in  the  above  case,  under  the  two 
several  notices  in  this  case  served  on  said  Widdicombe,  and 
signed  and  sealed  by  James  Harris,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  one 
dated  9th  day  of  December,  1873,  and  the  other  dated  24th 
January,  1873,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

First.  Because  said  notices  state  that  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  would  begin  to  take  testimony  under  said  notices  on 
days  therein  named,  and  continue  from  clay  to  day  until  the 
same  was  completed,  when,  in  point  of  fact,  the  taking  of 
testimony  has  been  suspended  for  several  days  together  and 
then  proceeded  with,  without  any  new  or  additional  notices  to 
said  R.  S.  Widdicombe. 

Secondly.  Because  said  notices  do  not  contain  statements  of 
the  facts  to  be  proved  by  the  party  applying  for  said  notices, 
when  the  law  expressly  requires  they  should. 

GEORGE  C.  MERRICK, 
Attorney  for  B.  S.  Widdicombe. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1874. 

[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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"H.  B." 


Henry  Brooke. 

vs. 

Kobert  S.  Widdicombe. 


In  the  matter  of  the  contest  for 
the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
>  Court,  for  Prince  George's  Coun- 
ty, Md.     In  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  Maryland. 


Henry  Brooke,  the  Contestant  in  the  case,  respectfully 
suggests  to  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Mary- 
land, that  the  objections  of  K.  S.  Widdicombe  to  the  evidence 
taken  in  said  case,  before  James  Harris,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
should  not  be  entertained,  but  the  same  should  be  dismissed 
by  your  Honorable  body,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

First.  Because  said  notices,  under  which  that  evidence  was 
taken,  expressly  recite  that  the  same  "will  be  continued  from 
day  to  day  until  the  same  is  completed,"  and  the  same  was 
done  in  strict  conformity  thereto  ;  that  the  intermissions  in 
the  taking  of  said  proof  were  unavoidable  and  necessary  to 
secure  the  attendance  of  the  witnesses  ;  that  he  examined  no 
witness  without  first  giving  full  notice  to  the  said  E.  S.  Wid- 
dicombe of  his  intention  to  do  so,  and  that  the  said  Widdi- 
combe always,  and  in  every  instance,  attended  the  examina- 
tion of  said  witnesses,  and  cross-examined  the  same,  and 
further  that  the  examination  of  said  witnesses  was  frequently 
and  invariably  postponed  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  said 
Widdicombe  and  his  counsel,  and  to  enable  them  to  be  present 
at  the  same. 

Second.  Because  said  notices  do  contain  statements  of  the 
facts  to  be  proven  by  this  Contestant,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  witnesses  by  whom  the  same  were  to  be  so  proven,  and 
that  the  said  notices  and  the  said  testimony,  in  every  particular 
of  form  and  substance,  are  in  strict  and  literal  conformity 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Code,  Section  32,  of  the  Acts  of 
1865,  chapter  143,  in  regard  to  contested  elections,  and  that 
the  said  forms  of  notice  adopted  by  this  Contestant  have  been 
fully  recognized  by  your  Honorable  predecessors  in  the  con- 
tested election  case  from  Allegany  County,  1867  (as  per  House 
Document  0  of  that  body),  as  ample,  sufficient  and  legal, 
and  the  same  have  been  further  adopted  by  the  said  Kobert  S. 
Widdicombe,  and  that  he  is  now  engaged  in  taking  proof  in 
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support  of  his  own  claim  or  pretentions  to  said  office,  under 
notices  served  upon  this  respondent,  similar  in  every  respect 
of  form  and  substance  with  those  objected  to. 

Wherefore,  this  Contestant  prays  that  said  objections  may 
be  dismissed  and  as  in  duty  bound. 

HENRY  BROOKE, 

Contestant,  P.  P. 

Filed  with  me  this  26th  day  of  January,  1374. 
[seal.]  JAMES  HARRIS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SETPT     75 

g$F     N.MANCHESTER. 
INDIANA 


UNIV   OF  MD  COLLEGE  PARK 


3 1M3D  D3fi33075  1 


